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GGEENNEERRAALL  PPOOIINNTTSS    
 
 

The Sixth-Form at Tanglin is built around a curriculum of examination courses which lead to qualifications at  Advanced 
Level (A-Level) or the International Bacculerate (IB) Diploma. Both pathways are designed to allow every student the 
opportunity to achieve their academic and social potential. In addition, the sixth-form environment with its leadership and 
co-curricular opportunities, endorses high expectations and a sense of community spirit. 
 
1.     One of the purposes of this guide is not only to provide important information about particular IB courses but to 

highlight key differences in assessment and approach to equivalent A level subjects. This draws on information 
provided by over 50 schools in the UK that have been successfully running dual A level and IB pathways for a 
number of years now. 

 
2.  It is important to note that the IB Diploma Programme is a package, and the whole is bigger than the sum of 

its parts. In addition to subject-specific knowledge, the academic challenge of concurrently addressing six 
subjects (3 at Higher Level [HL] and 3 at Standard Level [SL]), the Extended Essay and Theory of Knowledge allow 
students to develop excellent academic skills in preparation for further study. 

 
3.  We believe that the breadth of the Diploma Programme adds a value independent of any specific course. It is 

hard to quantify the value of scientists being required to study literature, or of artists being required to study 
Mathematics, but we see it in our schools and we believe that it adds much to the educational experience of 
those in the Sixth Form.  

 
               Subsequently we have a minimum entrance requirement of ƎǊŀŘŜ ΨBΩ D/{9 ŦƻǊ the six subjects to be studied (or 

nearest equivalent GCSE subject if the IB course to be studied is new). Despite these broad guidelines it is 
absolutely vital that each student seeks specific advice on appropriate subject selection and level from both the 
Head of Subject and the IB Diploma Coordinator. They will both need to ΨǎƛƎƴ ƻŦŦΩ ƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ 

 
4.   IB is not a modular course  

ω All IB grades are awarded by examination assessment at the end of the two years of study and by ongoing 
coursework.  

ω IB examinations are totally synoptic whereas A Levels are not.  
 
5.  The distinction between Higher Level and Standard Level is another important feature of the IB Diploma. Details 

vary from subject to subject, some subjects have some common examination papers, and for these papers the 
Standard Level can be as conceptually demanding as the Higher Level.  Please look at courses closely. 

 
6.      The assessment is criterion based not norm-referenced. While there are small fluctuations in the percentage of 

candidates gaining a top score (7) in individual IB subjects, there is long-term stability.  This means that the IB 
Diploma Programme continues to distinguish between good and excellent students. 

  
7.  Assessment takes three forms in the case of the IB: internal assessment; that which is undertaken internally and 

then moderated by external examiners; and external assessment which is wholly undertaken by external 
examiners. A focus on oral and presentational skills is a key feature of IB assessment across all of the subjects. 

 
8.  The IB statistics within this document all refer to worldwide data and are drawn from the annual IB Statistical 

Bulletins. There are many more languages available than have been listed here ς we can provide data for any of 
these if necessary.  

 
9.  Languages. As an international curriculum and qualification, the IB Diploma offers many modern languages at a 

variety of levels. As all IB students will study at least two languages, it is important to understand the level of 
languages studied. All students must study an A1 literature course (usually English for British students) and at 
least one of Language A2, Language B or Language ab initio. Further detail is available in the IB FAQ document on 
the school website.  

 
10.  Mathematics. As Mathematics is compulsory for all Diploma students, there is a range of courses offered.  
 
11.  Experimental Sciences.  IB students carry out practical work throughout the course with a requirement for a 

Scheme of Work that covers the whole syllabus. The practical work is thus extensive and integral to the course. 
The Group 4 project that requires two days of presentations to visiting audiences is a distinctive feature of IB 
Science. 

 

 
 
 
 



IIBBOO  MMIISSSSIIOONN  SSTTAATTEEMMEENNTT  
 
 
The International Baccalaureate Organization aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people 
who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect. To this end 
the IBO works with schools, governments and international organizations to develop challenging programmes of 
international education and rigorous assessment. These programmes encourage students across the world to 
become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can 
also be right. 
 
 

TTHHEE  IIBB  LLEEAARRNNEERR  PPRROOFFIILLEE  
 
The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their common 
humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world. 
 
IB learners strive to be: 
 
Inquirers - They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and research 
and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy learning and this love of learning will be sustained 
throughout their lives. 
 
Knowledgeable - They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance. 
In so doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding across a broad and balanced range of 
disciplines. 
 
Thinkers - They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to recognize and approach 
complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions. 
 
Communicators - They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in more than one 
language and in a variety of modes of communication. They work effectively and willingly in collaboration with 
others. 
 
Principled - They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for the dignity 
of the individual, groups and communities. They take responsibility for their own actions and the consequences 
that accompany them. 
 
Open-minded - They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and are open to the 
perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and communities. They are accustomed to seeking and 
evaluating a range of points of view, and are willing to grow from the experience. 
 
Caring - They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of others. They have a 
personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive difference to the lives of others and to the 
environment. 
 
Risk-takers - They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought, and have the 
independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending their 
beliefs. 
 
Balanced - They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance to achieve personal 
well-being for themselves and others. 
 
Reflective - They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They are able to assess and 
understand their strengths and limitations in order to support their learning and personal development. 
 
 
 
© International Baccalaureate Organization 2006 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

TTHHEE  IIBB  DDIIPPLLOOMMAA  HHEEXXAAGGOONN::  

AANN  IINNTTEEGGRRAATTEEDD  PPRROOGGRRAAMMMMEE    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

  

  



IIMMPPOORRTTAANNTT  MMEESSSSAAGGEE::  

  

  

  

  

  

AAllll  IIBB  ggrroouupp  sseelleecctt iioonnss  aarree  ssuubbjjeecctt   ttoo  nnoorrmmaall  TTaanngglliinn  ssttaaffff iinngg  aanndd  

tt iimmeettaabbllee  ccoonnsstt rraaiinnttss..  

  

  

  

IItt   iiss  tthheerreeffoorree  vveerryy  iimmppoorrttaanntt   ttoo  sseelleecctt   vviiaabbllee  sseeccoonndd  aanndd  tthhiirrdd  

cchhooiicceess  oonn  yyoouurr  oopptt iioonnss  ffoorrmmss..  

  

  

  

IInn  ppaarrtt iiccuullaarr  pplleeaassee  ppaayy  aatt tteenntt iioonn  ttoo  GGrroouupp  22  SSeeccoonndd  LLaanngguuaaggee  aanndd  

GGrroouupp  66  EElleecctt iivvee  cchhooiicceess..    

  

  

  

UUnnlliikkee  mmaannyy  ootthheerr  IIBB  sscchhoooollss  wwee  ddoo  nnoott   ll iimmiitt   tthheessee  sseelleecctt iioonnss  iinn  tthhee  

ff iirrsstt   iinnssttaannccee  aass  wwee  eennddeeaavvoouurr  ttoo  aaddaapptt   oouurr  tt iimmeettaabbllee  ooffffeerriinnggss  ttoo  

mmaattcchh  ssttuuddeenntt   cchhooiiccee..  HHoowweevveerr  tthhiiss  ddooeess  rreeqquuiirree  ssttuuddeennttss  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  

uuss  wwiitthh  wweellll  tthhoouugghhtt   tthhrroouugghh  ΨΨbbaacckk  uuppΩΩ  ssuubbjjeeccttss  iinn  ccaassee  wwee  ccaannnnoott   

aaccccoommmmooddaattee  yyoouurr  ff iirrsstt   sseelleecctt iioonn..      

  

  



           Group Name Subject Subject choice 

 

Standard 
level 

Higher level 3 Higher & 3 Standard 

1 Literature 

 

World Literature  YES YES  

2 Second Language 

Chinese  AB INITIO YES NO  

Bahasa Indonesian  
 
 
 
 

AB INITIO YES NO  

Spanish AB INITIO/B  SL/B HL YES YES  

French B  SL/B HL YES YES  

German B  SL/B HL YES YES  

3 Individuals and societies 

Business & Management  YES YES  

Economics  YES YES  

Geography  YES YES  

History  YES YES  

Philosophy  YES YES  

Psychology  YES YES  

Environmental Systems Trans disciplinary YES NO  

4 Experimental sciences 

Biology  YES YES  

Chemistry  YES YES  

Physics  YES YES  

Environmental Systems Trans disciplinary YES NO  

5 
Mathematics 

 

1.  Mathematics HL  YES YES  

2.  Mathematics SL  YES NO  

3. Mathematics Studies SL  YES NO  

  4.      

6 Arts & Electives 

Music  YES YES  

Visual Art  YES YES  

Film Studies  YES YES  

Theatre   YES YES  

Possible 2
nd

 subject from 2,3 or 4 (subject to timetable)  YES YES  



 

 

  

AA  MMOODDEELL  EEXXTTEENNDDEEDD  EESSSSAAYY  AANNDD  TTHHEEOORRYY  OOFF  KKNNOOWWLLEEDDGGEE  DDEEAADDLLIINNEE  CCAALLEENNDDAARR  
 
 

Theory of Knowledge: 
 
Year 12 Theory of Knowledge ς Oral Presentations begin ς Year 12 
 
Year 13 Theory of Knowledge ς Written Examination Take Home Essay begins 1 November Y13. 
 
 

Extended Essay Deadlines and Significant Dates: 
 

YEAR 12 DESCRIPTION DATE   

EE workshop 1 Launch Fri 15/1 PSHCE  

EE checkpoint 1 Subject choices made Fri 19/2 PSHCE  

EE checkpoint 2 Topic chosen and submitted         Fri 5/3 PSHCE  

EE workshop 2 Resource Gathering Fri  5/3 PSHCE  

EE checkpoint 3 Focused question set and submitted          Fri  26/3 PSHCE  

EE workshop 3 Citations and Referencing Fri  23/4 PSHCE  

IB Science diary date Group 4 project and EE week - off timetable  
Week 8 Mon 14/6 until  

Fri 18/6 
 

EE checkpoint 4 Essay plan discussed with supervisor             Fri 25/6  

                            
                            YEAR 13 

 
EE workshop 4 

Writing an abstract Mon 13/10 

 

 
EE checkpoint 5 

Draft given to supervisor Thurs 4/9  

EE checkpoint 6 Final draft submitted to www.turnitin.com Thurs 2/10  

EE checkpoint 7 Final submission deadline 8.15am Mon 27/10  

 
 

CAS:  
 
Year 12/13 Reflection/recording with CAS Adviser-timetabled every week Wednesday Periods 5 and 6 
 
 
Craig Davis IB Coordinator February 2010 

  



 

  

OOVVEERRAALLLL  IIBB  AASSSSEESSSSMMEENNTT  CCRRIITTEERRIIAA  
 
 
Coursework and Examinations 
  
All subjects carry coursework requirements as detailed below:  
 

GROUP GROUP NAME 
PROPORTION OF 

COURSEWORK 

1 World Literature A1 50% 

2 
 

Language B 
30% 

Ab Initio 

3 Individuals and Societies 25% - 45% 

4 Experimental Sciences 24% (ESS: 20%) 

5 Mathematics 20% 

6 

Music 50% 

Theatre, 
Visual Arts 

Film 
100% 

Core 

Theory of Knowledge 100% 

Extended Essay 
100% 

Creativity, Action and Service 

 
Most subjects are assessed through the examinations at the end of Year 13. These examinations start in early May and run 
through to the end of May (the end of the first half of the Summer Term). There are no IB examinations in Year 12. 
 
For many of the subjects coursework is the focus towards the end of Year 12 in order that most of Year 13 is focused on 
the examinations. 
 
The maximum total examination time for HL subjects is five hours and for SL subjects is three hours.  
 
 
Diploma Requirements  
 
The maximum number of points available is 45 points:  
 
Subjects at both HL and SL are awarded a grade from 1 (the lowest) through to 7 (the highest). There are therefore 42 
points available from the six subjects.  
 
In addition to this, up to a maximum of three further points are available for the Theory of Knowledge course and the 
Extended Essay, giving a total of 45 points.  
 
In order to obtain the Diploma a student  
 
ω  Must score a minimum of 24 points  
ω  Aim for grade 4 or above in the Higher Level subjects 
ω  Must also submit an Extended Essay and Theory of Knowledge assessments Grade D or above  
ω  Must meet the CAS requirements  
ω  Must not have any Failing Conditions (a detailed list of Failing Conditions will be supplied in a follow up booklet)  



 

 
 

TTHHEE  IIBB  CCOORREE::  TTHHEE  AAWWAARRDD  OOFF  TTHHRREEEE  BBOONNUUSS  PPOOIINNTTSS    
  

  

  

The Diploma Core consists of three elements. The Creativity, Action, Service element must be completed but does not 
count towards Diploma points. The Extended Essay and Theory of Knowledge components are awarded grades A to E, 
with A being the highest grade and E being the lowest. These grades are then combined according to the following table, 
and up to three core points can be awarded. 
 
 

 
 

 
Thus the maximum possible Diploma point score of 45 points is made up of 42 points for 6 subjects and 3 points for the 
Diploma Core. 
 
 
 

 
 

   

THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE  

 

Excellent  Good  Satisfactory  Mediocre  Elementary  
Not 

Submitted  

A  B  C  D  E  
 

E
X

T
E

N
D

E
D

 E
S

S
A

Y
 

 

Excellent  A 3  3  2  2  
Failing 

condition 
N  

Good  B 3  2  1  1  
Failing 

condition 
N  

Satisfactory  C 2  1  1  0  
Failing 

condition 
N  

Mediocre  D 2  1  0  0  
Failing 

condition 
N  

Elementary  E 
  Failing 

condition 
Failing 

condition 
Failing 

condition 
  Failing 

condition 
Failing 

Condition  
N  

Not 
Submitted  

 N  N  N  N  N  N  



 

 

DDEETTAAIILLSS  OOFF  TTHHEE  DDIIPPLLOOMMAA  CCOORREE  
 

CREATIVITY, ACTION AND SERVICE (CAS) 
 

Aims  
 
CAS aims to develop students who are: 
¶ Reflective thinkers 
¶ Willing to accept new challenges and roles 
¶ Aware  of themselves as members of communities with 

responsibilities towards each other and the environment 
¶ Active participants in sustained collaborative projects 
¶ Balanced   

CAS students should be able to: 
¶ Increase their awareness of their own strengths and 

areas for growth 
¶ Undertake new challenges 
¶ Plan and initiate activities 
¶ Work collaboratively with others 
¶ Show perseverance and commitment in their activities 
¶ Engage with issues of global importance 
¶ Consider the ethical implications of their actions 
¶ Develop new skills 

Course description 
 
¢ƘŜ /!{ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ΨƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƳƛƴŘŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǿƘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΣ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭ ǿƻǊƭŘΦΩ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ L. ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀΦ ¢Ƙe TTS 
CAS programme believes firmly in the value of experiential learning to develop new talents and develop existing passions and 
interests. It should also engender a sense of social responsibility.  
 

The CAS component will be followed during both Year 12 and 13. Students will be expected to carry out creativity, action and 
service that involves: 

- real, purposeful activities with significant outcomes 

- personal challenge ς tasks will extend the student, but be achievable  

- thoughtful consideration in terms of planning, reviewing progress and reporting 

- reflection on outcomes and personal learning 
 
Students should aim to carry out three  hours of CAS per week and will be expected, where possible, to source their own 
projects.  They will also be expected to reflect on their activities as they are being carried out as well as providing a final 
summary and evaluation of how their CAS experiences have enabled them to meet the CAS aims at the end of each project. 
 

Students will also have to complete at least one project involving teamwork that integrates two or more of creativity, action and 
service. It also needs to be of significant duration. 
 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻǳǘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ L. ƳŀȄƛƳ ƻŦ Ψ¢Ƙink 
ƎƭƻōŀƭƭȅΣ ŀŎǘ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅΦΩ  
 

It is important to emphasise that CAS is about the education of the whole person, and the three elements are closely interwoven. 
Together, they enable a student to recognise that there are many opportunities in life that complement academic study. It is the 
interaction of creativity, action and service that creates the richness of the CAS experience. The whole of CAS is greater than the 
sum of its parts. 
 

Student progress in CAS will be supervised by the CAS team. Year 12 and 13 will have a CAS Advisory team that is headed up by a 
CAS coordinator. Every student will be required to have three consultations with a member of the CAS team.    
 
Requirements 
 
All TTS students will follow the CAS course; there are no academic requirements but students will need to embrace CAS aims 
enthusiastically and with a genuine sense of commitment and purpose.  
 
Reflection 
 
Regular, documented self-evaluation by the student is a necessity throughout the CAS programme.  The importance of this 
cannot be overstated. Students can record their reflections in electronic or hard copy. Journals, photographs, video diaries, 
blogs, podcasts, group forum postings, powerpoint presentations, etc are all acceptable, but it is essential that they are kept safe 
and are available for submission to the IBO in Year 13. 
 
Potential careers 
 
Extra curricular pursuits can be deciding factors when apǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎΦ Lƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 
show autonomy and maturity; be able to think creatively, and communicate and reflect with insight. Integrity, principles and 
honesty, allied with the ability to take positive action, will always be valued. The CAS programme enables the development of all 
these qualities. As such it is of immense value to a whole range of careers. 



 

CREATIVITY, ACTION AND SERVICE (CAS) 
 
5 TERM OVERVIEW ς The programme detailed below is an exemplar ς in ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ 

dictate CAS activities that are chosen ς ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ /!{ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΗ 
 

 
 

Long term collaborative 
integrated CAS project 

Short term CAS project Reflection/evidence required 

Term 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

CAS introductory talks 
How CAS works 

Be in charge of your own CAS 
How to reflect 

 
1. Intro to CAS manager 
2. Orientation day exercise  
3. CAS trial reflective exercise (CAS mgr/ paper 

based) 
4.Initial face to face meeting with advisors 

including CAS goal setting 
5. Student sourcing of CAS projects ς contacting 

organisations ς liaison with CAS activity 
supervisor and confirmation to CAS 
coordinator 

6. Consideration of CAS interactive projects- who 
will I work with?  

7. Completion of full provisional CAS programme 
timetable 

 

 
Newtown Reading 
Collaborative CAS Project  
  
1. Completion of TEFL 

qualification 
2. Link with English Dept 

in TTS Senior and 
Junior schools for 
teaching reading 
strategies. 

3. Long term project with 
Newtown Primary 
School 
collaboration/service/ 
creativity 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Lifesaving (action) 
 
Participation in lifesaving  
(Option to take  RLSS Bronze 
Medallion Award) 
 
 
 

 
Reading Project Team 
Reflective input into CAS Manager at least every 
two weeks.  
e.g. planning posts and discussion points on 
Team forum, email correspondence with advisory 
staff, evidence of consideration of how to 
interact with individual students  

 
Lifesaving (action) 
Reflective input into CAS Manager at least every 
two weeks  e.g. reflection on new skills learned 
 

Term 2 
 

 
Creative Dance 
(creativity/action) 

 
Reading Project  
Reflective input into CAS Manager at least every 
two weeks e.g. blog 
 
Dance 
Reflective input into CAS Manager at least every 
two weeks e.g. Video of performance with 
accompanying notes/ voice commentary.  
 
Jan 2

nd
 face to face meeting with CAS advisor 

Reflection on meeting/ review goals as 
necessary.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Long term collaborative 
integrated CAS project 

Short term CAS project Reflection/evidence required 

Term 3 Newtown Reading 
Collaborative CAS Project  
  
1. Completion of TEFL 

qualification 
2. Link with English Dept 

in TTS Senior and 
Junior schools for 
teaching reading 
strategies. 

3. Long term project with 
Newtown Primary 
School 
collaboration/service/ 
creativity 

 

Preparation for Ladakh 
action/creativity/service 
experience 
 
Visit to Ladakh 

Reading Project Team 
Reflective input into CAS Manager at least every 
two weeks 
 

July 
Summative review of CAS year and consolidation 
of information for UCAS  

Ladakh 
Reflective input into CAS Manager at least every 
two weeks 
e.g. evidence of response to training programme 
to ensure fitness 
 

Summative review of CAS year.  
Written documentation and consolidation of 
information for UCAS. (possible liaison with sixth 
form tutor/careers advisor)  

Term 4 PHOTOGRAPHY (creativity) Sep Meeting with advisor to set CAS goals for 
Year 13 
Record these goals on CAS manager 
 

Reading Project Team 
Reflective input into CAS Manager at least every 
two weeks 

Photography 
Reflective input into CAS Manager at least every 
two weeks 
e.g. Photo journal with captions and reflective 
journal/notes 

Term 5 school newsletter  
(Creativity/ Service) 

Reading Project Team 
Reflective input into CAS Manager at least every 
two weeks 
 

School Newsletter 
Reflective input into CAS Manager at least every 
two weeks 
Copies of articles produced with commentary 
 

Jan  
Final meeting with CAS advisor to clarify the 
learning outcomes of their CAS programme and 
start to produce final reflective document. 
 

March  
Completion of final reflective document on their 
CAS programme and completion of Model Form 
to IBO. 

 
 
Contact for further information 
Mr David Roberts: david.roberts@tts.edu.sg 
Mr David Meadows: david.meadows@tts.edu.sg 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:david.roberts@tts.edu.sg
mailto:david.meadows@tts.edu.sg


 

EXTENDED ESSAY (EE) 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

 
Students are required to write independently a research essay (maximum 4000 words) on a 
topic of their own choice in an IB subject.  
 

Assessment: 
 
All Extended Essays are marked externally.  
 

 

May 2007 Results A  B  C  D  E  

% achieving grade 12.52  17.95  38.27  25.46  5.81  

 
 
All Diploma students must undertake an Extended Essay on a topic of their choice within an IB subject. This requirement reflects 
the principle that independent research skills are vital to all areas of study and deserve a central role in the curriculum. With the 
¢ƘŜƻǊȅ ƻŦ YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ /ǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ !ŎǘƛƻƴΣ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ 9ȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ 9ǎǎŀȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƎƭǳŜΩ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǇƭƻƳŀ 
a coherent and integrated qualification. Please note that despite the title projects can be undertaken in any subject not just 
those traditionally associated with formal essay writing. 
 
The Extended Essay is an in-depth study of a limited topic within an IB subject. It is recommended that students spend a 
maximum of 40 hours on it, though many willingly exceed this, often by a significant amount. Students have around 3 hours 
contact time with an academic supervisor, who is usually a teacher within the school, and are expected to work independently 
for the remainder of the time. The supervisor provides the candidate with advice and guidance in the skills of undertaking 
research ς by assisting, for example, with defining a suitable topic, with techniques of gathering and analysing 
information/evidence/data, with documentation methods for acknowledging sources and with writing an abstract. The work is 
typically undertaken over several months. 
 
Marks for the essay are based on subject specific content and specific research skills which are common and highly-transferable: 
 

ω Formulation of Research Question 
ω Approach to Research Question 
ω Interpretation/Argument/Evaluation 
ω Conclusion 
ω Abstract 
ω Formal details ς referencing, bibliography, etc. 

 
Recent examples of Extended Essay titles: 
 

ω ! ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƻƴ WǳǇƛǘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅ ƛƴ !ŜƴŜƛŘ .ƻƻƪ нΦ 
ω How did the Cultural Revolution in China affect education? 
ω An investigation into the kinetics of the reaction between the permanganate and 
ω oxalate irons. 
ω Modelling the astrometric effect of an extra-solar planet on its star. 
ω The image of the abyss in the novels of Henry James. 
ω To what extent did Frank Lloyd Wright develop his own style from Japanese sources? 
 

 
 



 

 THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE (TOK) 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

 
Students are required to consider the nature of knowledge in general and, in particular, 
the knowledge issues that arise in the study of the arts, ethics, history, the human 
sciences, mathematics and the natural sciences. In doing so, students will encounter the 
various methodologies within these areas and the roles played by emotion, language, 
reasoning and sense perception.  
 

Internal Assessment: 

 
оо҈ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ όмл ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎύ ƻƴ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀǊƛǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƻǿƴ 
choice. Not externally moderated.  
 

External Assessment: 
 
67% essay (1200 - 1600 words) from list of ten prescribed titles.   
 

 

May 2007 Results A  B  C  D  E  

% achieving grade 5.47  30.85  45.06  17.50  1.13  

 
 
The Theory of Knowledge course is the only course that all Diploma students take; as such it embodies the spirit and approach of 
the Diploma as a whole. With the Extended Essay and Creativity, Action, Service components, it provides the cement that makes 
the Diploma a coherent and integrated qualification. 
 
Theory of Knowledge (TOK) challenges students to question the bases of knowledge, to be aware of subjective and ideological 
biases and to develop the ability to analyse evidence that is expressed in rational argument. Based in the six subjects that the 
students study, it compares and contrasts them, allowing students to develop a more mature view of them, in preparation for 
deeper study. TOK seeks to develop, for example, the abilities to distinguish between good and poor reasoning; to spot 
intentional or accidental bias (in oneself and in others), and to spot inconsistencies. The application of these skills varies 
according to subject, and students might examine, for example, how reasoning in Mathematics is similar to, and different from, 
that in the Natural Sciences, or the emotional and/or rational bases for ethical decision making. 
 
In addition to this critical thinking aspect, the course recognises that intellectual tools are double-edged, and encourage certain 
dispositions ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŘŜŜǇƭȅςheld convictions, a willingness to hold ourselves to the same 
standards to which we hold others, and a willingness to entertain opposing views charitably. In this way the course encourages 
an openness, intellectual honesty and where appropriate, an intellectual humility. 
 

Examples of Prescribed Titles for the examination essay: 
 

ω Are reason and emotion equally necessary in justifying moral decisions? 
ω In areas of knowledge such as the arts and the sciences, do we learn more from 
ω work that follows or that breaks with accepted conventions? 
ω Are some ways of knowing more likely than others to lead to truth? 
ω ά/ƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƛǎ ŀƭƭέ όaŀǊƎaret Atwood). Does this mean that there is no such thing as truth? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

GROUP 1: (LANGUAGE A1) 
 
 
 

WORLD LITERATURE ς STANDARD LEVEL  
 
 
 
Aims 
 
The aims of the Language A1 programme at both Higher and Standard Levels are: 
 
ω To encourage a personal appreciation of literature and develop an understanding of literary criticism 
ω ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴ ƻǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ 

practicing and developing the skills involved in writing and speaking in a variety of styles  
ω To introduce students to a range of literary works of different periods, genres, styles and contexts 
ω ¢ƻ ōǊƻŀŘŜƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ 
ω To introduce the student to ways of approaching and studying literature, leading to the development of an understanding 

and appreciation of the relationships between different works 
ω To develop the ability to engage in close, detailed analysis of written text 
ω To promote in the students an enjoyment of, and lifelong interest in, literature and reading 
 
 
Course description 
 
Language A1 is a dynamic literary syllabus that introduces texts originally written in languages other than English alongside 
ŎƻǊŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎǎΦ Lƴ ¢ŀƴƎƭƛƴΩǎ course students will focus on literary themes which  transcend cultural differences and the 
conflict between the individual and society expressed in a variety of circumstances through different works. The texts are 
intentionally thought provoking leading to significant group discussions and pupil-led presentations as a significant percentage 
of the overall assessment is based on oral work. The course meshes well with other Group 2 second language courses (you 
may well be studying some of the same authors, in their original languages) and many pupils choose to write their extended 
essay based on one of the emerging literary topics. It is stimulating and will suit intellectually curious people who wish to 
extend their understanding of great literature and controversial themes. The texts to be studied are grouped together under 
the following themes: 
 
Murder and Mayhem 
The Individual versus Society 
Race Relations 
Families At War 
 
 
Requirements 
 
A Ψ.Ω grade for GCSE English and English Literature is the minimum requirement for Standard level. You should like reading and 
ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ΨōƛƎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΩ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΥ ƭƻǾŜΣ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛvidual 
and society, the struggle for personal significance and the power of the imagination. You should be motivated, enthusiastic 
and willing to become well organised in your working habits. You will be prepared to read eleven texts over five terms 
independently and outside of curriculum time. 
 
 
Potential careers 
 
The study of literature is great for developing the critical faculties, encouraging people to think for themselves, and being 
analytical in their responses to texts. It requires close reading, summary and evaluative skills. It also requires an empathetic 
approach to human relationships and dilemmas. As such, it is invaluable in any career requiring analytical thought and an 
ability to communicate clearly and succinctly, both in writing and in person. Literary specialists often excel in careers such as 
publishing, law, advertising, marketing, politics, journalism, communications and PR. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

World Literature - Standard Level 
 
5 TERM OVERVIEW 

Core Content: 

Term 1   
 
άaǳǊŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ aŀȅƘŜƳέ 
Á Angela Carter                
Á Iain Banks     
Á Patrick Suskind         

       
Terms 2 and 3    
 
ά¢ƘŜ LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ 
Á Albert Camus                  
Á Haruki Murakami          
Á  Laura Esquival                         

                    
Term 4  
   
άwŀŎŜ wŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎέ 
Á Shakespeare                     
Á Langston Hughes              
 
Term 5    
 
άCŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀǘ ²ŀǊέ 
Á George Bernard Shaw                       
Á Tennessee Williams               
Á Sophocles    

{ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ CǊŜŜ /ƘƻƛŎŜ  
 
 
The Bloody Chamber 
The Wasp Factory 
Perfume (WL) 
 
World Literature 
 
 
The Outsider 
The Elephant Vanishes Collection 
Like Water For Chocolate 
 
Detailed Study 
 
 
Othello 
Collected poems 
 
Groups of Works ς Plays 
 
 
aǊǎ ²ŀǊǊŜƴΩǎ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ 
A Streetcar Named Desire 
Oedipus Rex (WL) 

Option Topics: None 

Internal Assessment: 
ол҈ ƻǊŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǿƻǊƪ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜŘ ω CƻǊƳŀƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ όмр҈ύ ω /ƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƻƴ ŀƴ 
unprepared extract from one of the texts previously studied (15%)  

External Assessment: 
рл҈ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΥ ω tŀǇŜǊ мΥ ¦ƴǎŜŜƴ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ όнр҈ύ ω tŀǇŜǊ нΥ Essay based on a group of 4 
poetry texts (25%) 20% written coursework (maximum 1500 words) 

 

May 2007 Results 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  

% achieving grade 0  0  3  28  41  22  5  

 
 

Comparison between this course and A Level 
 
ω World literature: the availability of texts such as The Outsider, Perfume, Oedipus Rex and aǳǊŀƪŀƳƛΩǎ {ƘƻǊǘ {ǘƻǊƛŜǎ makes 

this a genuinely international literature course 
ω Oral coursework: this is in line with other European Baccalaureate exams and is an imaginative aspect of the course 
ω Comparative literature: both the written coursework and one of the final examinations are essentially exercises in 

comparative literature 
ω Emphasis on the text and the study of socio-historical background 
 
As this course may well be taken by students who would not otherwise have chosen to pursue literary study beyond GCSE it is 
designed to allow teachers and students to enjoy the freedom to study a vast range of texts and, within these texts, a freedom to 
pursue their own passions. Unlike A Level, where most students undertake the same coursework essay, at IB pupils must 
undertake individual coursework projects, unique to them. This aims to foster an appreciation of the subject they may not have 
had before and is designed to encourage students to continue to read once they leave school.  
 
Contact for further information 
Ms Sarah Lee: sarah.lee@tts.edu.sg 
 
 

 
 

mailto:sarah.lee@tts.edu.sg


 

GROUP 1 (LANGUAGE A1) 
 
 
 

WORLD LITERATURE - HIGHER LEVEL 
 
 
 
Aims 
 
The aims of the Language A1 programme at both Higher and Standard Levels are: 
 
ω ¢ƻ ōǊƻŀŘŜƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ 
ω To encourage a personal appreciation of literature and a life long passion for reading 
ω ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴ ƻǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ 

practising and developing the skills involved in writing and speaking in a variety of styles  
ω To introduce students to a range of literary works of different periods, genres, styles and contexts 
ω To introduce the student to ways of approaching and studying literature, leading to the development of an understanding 

and appreciation of the relationships between different works 
ω To develop the ability to engage in close, detailed analysis of written texts. 
ω To promote in the students an ability to connect with texts through issues, themes, characters, politics, debate and real 

world contexts. 
 
 
Course description 
 
Language A1 is a dynamic literary syllabus that introduces texts originally written in languages other than English alongside 
ŎƻǊŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎǎΦ Lƴ ¢ŀƴƎƭƛƴΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ  ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ  ǘǊŀƴǎŎŜƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ the 
conflict between the individual and society expressed in a variety of circumstances through different works. The texts are 
intentionally thought provoking leading to significant group discussions and pupil-led presentations as a significant percentage 
of the overall assessment is based on oral work. The course meshes well with other Group 2 second language courses (you 
may well be studying some of the same authors, in their original languages) and many pupils choose to write their extended 
essay based on one of the emerging literary topics. It is stimulating and will suit intellectually curious people who wish to 
extend their understanding of great literature and controversial themes. The texts to be studied are grouped together under 
the following themes: 
 
Murder and Mayhem 
The Individual versus Society 
Race Relations 
Families At War 
 
 
Requirements 
 
To follow English A1 at Higher level, pupils should have at least a B at GCSE English and English Literature. You should like 
ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ΨōƛƎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΩ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΥ ƭƻǾŜΣ ŘŜŀth, 
the individual and society, the struggle for personal significance and the power of the imagination. You should be motivated, 
enthusiastic and willing to become well organised in your working habits. As you need to read 15 texts over five terms you 
should be comfortable with reading the works listed independently and outside of curriculum time. 
 
 
Potential careers 
 
The study of literature is great for developing the critical faculties, encouraging people to think for themselves, and being 
analytical in their responses to texts. It requires close reading, summary and evaluative skills. It also requires an empathetic 
approach to human relationships and dilemmas. As such, it is invaluable in any career requiring analytical thought and an 
ability to communicate clearly and succinctly, both in writing and in person. Literary specialists often excel in careers such as 
publishing, law, advertising, marketing, politics, journalism, communications and PR. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

World Literature - Higher Level 
 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

Core Content: 

Term 1                                              
 
άaǳǊŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ aŀȅƘŜƳέ 
Á Angela Carter                        
Á Patrick Suskind                     
Á Iain Banks 
Á Sebastian Faulks 
 
Terms 2 and 3         
                      
ά¢ƘŜ LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅέ 
Á Albert Camus                      
Á  Haruki Murakami               
Á  Laura Esquival                         
 
Term 4    
 
άwŀŎŜ wŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎέ 
Á Shakespeare                
Á Langston Hughes               
Á Toni Morrison 
Á Bruce Chatwin                       
 
Term 5    
 
άCŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀǘ ²ŀǊέ 
Á George Bernard Shaw                       
Á Tennessee Williams               
Á Top Stoppard 
Á Sophocles    

{ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ CǊŜŜ /ƘƻƛŎŜ  
 
 
The Bloody Chamber 
Perfume (WL) 
The Wasp Factory 
Engleby 
 
 
 
World Literature 
The Outsider 
The Elephant Vanishes Collection 
Like Water for Chocolate 
 
 
Detailed Study 
Othello 
Collected poems  
The Bluest Eye 
Songlines 
 
 
Groups of Works ς Plays 
 
 
aǊǎ ²ŀǊǊŜƴΩǎ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ 
A Streetcar Named Desire 
Arcadia 
Oedipus Rex (WL) 

Option Topics: None 

Internal Assessment: 
ол҈ ƻǊŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǿƻǊƪ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜŘ ω CƻǊƳŀƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ όмр҈ύ ω /ƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƻƴ ŀƴ 
unprepared extract from one of the texts previously studied (15%)  

External Assessment: 

рл҈ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΥ ω tŀǇŜǊ мΥ ¦ƴǎŜŜƴ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ όнр҈ύ ω tŀǇŜǊ нΥ 9ǎǎŀȅ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ п 
poetry texts (25%)  
ω /ƻǳǊǎŜǿƻǊƪΥ мΦ /ƻƳǇŀǊŀǘƛǾŜ Ŝǎǎŀȅ ƻƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ [ƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ǘŜȄǘǎ όмл҈ύ ω нΦ !ƴŀƭȅǘƛŎŀƭ ƻǊ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ 
response to one World Literature text and a possible second text (10%)  

 

May 2007 Results 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  

% achieving grade 0  0  5  33  42  17  3  

 
Comparison between this course and A Level 
 
ω World literature: the availability of texts such as The Outsider, Perfume, Oedipus Rex and aǳǊŀƪŀƳƛΩǎ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ makes this 

a genuinely international literature course 
ω Oral coursework: this is in line with other European Baccalaureate exams and a popular aspect of the course 
ω Comparative literature: both the written coursework and one of the final examinations are essentially exercises in 

comparative literature 
ω Emphasis on the text and the study of socio-historical background 
 
As this course may well be taken by students who would not otherwise have chosen to pursue literary study beyond GCSE it is 
designed to allow teachers and students to enjoy the freedom to study a vast range of texts and, within these texts, a freedom to 
pursue their own passions. Unlike A Level, where most students undertake the same coursework essay, at IB pupils must 
undertake individual coursework projects, unique to them. This aims to foster an appreciation of the subject they may not have 
had before and is designed to encourage students to continue to read once they leave school.  

 
Contact for further information 
Ms Sarah Lee: sarah.lee@tts.edu.sg 

mailto:sarah.lee@tts.edu.sg


 

GROUP 2 (LANGUAGES AB INITIO) 
  

AAllll  IIBB  GGrroouupp  22  LLaanngguuaaggee    sseelleecctt iioonnss  aarree  ssuubbjjeecctt   ttoo  nnoorrmmaall  TTaanngglliinn  ssttaaffffiinngg  aanndd  tt iimmeettaabbllee  ccoonnssttrraaiinnttss..  

 

 
CHINESE AB INITIO ς STANDARD LEVEL 
 
 
Aims 
 

¶ ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ 

¶ To encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of the 
different perspectives of people from other cultures 

¶ ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŎǳǊƛƻǎƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ 

¶ To provide students with the tools for effective communication in written and oral format 

¶ ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 

¶ To provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through language 

¶ ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ΨǊƛǎƪ-ǘŀƪŜΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ language learning experience 

¶ To prepare students to feel at ease within an international context 
 

 
Course description 
 
This course is designed for Chinese beginners. The main focus is therefore on learning how to communicate and understand 
Indonesian in everyday situations. By the end of the course you will be able to communicate basic information and ideas 
clearly and effectively. To illustrate the difference between this ab initio course, and other Group 2 courses, the following 
example may be of use. An ab initio pupil, standing in the Plaza in Shanghai, should be able to direct someone to the nearest 
bus terminal, describe the area in basic detail and compare the city to their own city/area. 
 
Amongst other areas, we will examine topics that include  the individual in society, education and work, town and services, 
food and drink, leisure and travel, the environment, health and emergencies. 
 
As with many linguistic courses four main skills are tested: Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking. 
  
 
Requirements 
 
By nature no prior knowledge is required for this course, although some experience of language study is useful. Dedication, 
ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ άǎǘƛŎƪ ŀǘ ƛǘέ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ L. ƭŜǾŜƭΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǿŜƭƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ 
work seriously and effectively over the two year period. To achieve top grades, you should be prepared to communicate 
willingly and dedicate yourself to the learning of new vocabulary. 
 
 
 
Potential careers 
 
Studying a language can lead directly into a number of career paths ς the business world, the tourism industry, literature, 
journalism and the media, translation or teaching. However its real value lies in the skills you will acquire over the two year 
periƻŘΦ !ƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ άƎƭƻōŀƭέ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ Řƻǳōǘ 
crucial. Furthermore, a wide range of employers value language graduates above many others, simply because they have 
developed the people skills to communicate and interact with others. Above all else, this is what studying a language will bring 
you. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Chinese ab initio - Standard Level 

 

Core Content: 

Term 1                                              
Á Introduce basic elements of number, colour, greetings and names in full sentence format 

exposing students to the prescribed topics:  The Self & Others; The Home; School and 
Future Plans. Students will develop both receptive (listening/reading) and productive 
(speaking/writing) Chinese language skills using a communicative, hands on approach to 
language learning. Regular formative assessment will be conducted to inform the learning 
process 

 
Term 2                       
Á Consolidation of T1 language topics  and further language development  through the 

topics: Shopping; Eating Out; Food 
 

Term 3   
Á Consolidation of T2 language topics  and further language development  through the 

topics: Public Services & Communication; Hobbies & Free Time; The Area; Holidays & 
Travelling; and, Accommodation 

  
Term 4   
Á Consolidation of T3 language topics  and further language development  through the 

topics: Weather; Physical Geography/The World-Environmental Concerns; Physical Health; 
Emergencies 

 
Term 5 
Á Consolidation of T4 language topics and revision of all language topics covered in the 

course 

Option Topics: None 

Internal Assessment: ол҈ ƻǊŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǿƻǊƪ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜŘ ω LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƻǊŀƭ - мр҈ ω DǊƻǳǇ ƻǊŀƭ - 15%  

External Assessment: 
тл҈ 9ȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ω tŀǇŜǊ мΥ ¢ŜȄǘ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƛƴ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ όпл҈ύ ω tŀǇŜǊ 
2: Two pieces of writing in the target language using a variety of registers (30%) 

 

May 2007 Results 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  

% achieving grade French 0  2  8  20.5  28  31.5  9.5  

% achieving grade German 0  0  6  19.5  27.5  30.5  16.5  

% achieving grade Spanish 0  4  8  22  24.5  31.5  13  

These are the most popular of the ab initio language; statistics for other languages are available on request 

 
Comparison between this course and A Level 
 
The ab initio ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΦ  ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ŀ ōŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎΩ 
course, in just two years students reach standards significantly beyond GCSE. Emphasis is on real, not simplified language, and 
that is what appears in the examinations. Thus the vocabulary base is far wider than that required for GCSE and is, as its name 
ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ōŀǎŜΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎκǇƘǊŀǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ άǿƻǊƪ ƻǳǘέ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
context. The expectation is that, by the end of the course, students will be equipped to go to the country, converse and be 
understood, as well as understanding what they see around them, with a basic knowledge of everyday life in that country. 
Although students are not expected to master the full grammatical structure of a language, in practice, those that achieve the 
top grades have often done so. 
 
Contact for further information 
Ms Jane Wu:   jane.wu@tts.edu.sg 

 
 

mailto:jane.wu@tts.edu.sg


 

 
GROUP 2 (LANGUAGES AB INITIO) 

 
 
BAHASA INDONESIAN AB INITIO - STANDARD LEVEL 
 
 
 
Aims 
 

¶ ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ 

¶ To encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of the 
different perspectives of people from other cultures 

¶ ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŎǳǊƛƻǎƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ 

¶ To provide students with the tools for effective communication in written and oral format 

¶ ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǿŀǊŜƴess of the role of language in relation to other areas of knowledge 

¶ To provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through language 

¶ ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ΨǊƛǎƪ-ǘŀƪŜΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ 

¶ To prepare students to feel at ease within an international context 
 

 
Course description 
 
This course is designed forBahasa Indonesian beginners. The main focus is therefore on learning how to communicate and 
understand Indonesian in everyday situations. By the end of the course you will be able to communicate basic information 
and ideas clearly and effectively. To illustrate the difference between this ab initio course, and other Group 2 courses, the 
following example may be of use. An ab initio pupil, standing in the Plaza at Block M in Jakarta, should be able to direct 
someone to the nearest bus terminal, describe the area in basic detail and compare the city to their own city/area. 
 
Amongst other areas, we will examine topics that include  the individual in society, education and work, town and services, 
food and drink, leisure and travel, the environment, health and emergencies. 
 
As with many linguistic courses four main skills are tested: Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking. 
  
 
Requirements 
 
By nature no prior knowledge is required for this course, although some experience of language study is useful. Dedication, 
ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ άǎǘƛŎƪ ŀǘ ƛǘέ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ L. ƭŜǾŜƭΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǿŜƭƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ to 
work seriously and effectively over the two year period. To achieve top grades, you should be prepared to communicate 
willingly and dedicate yourself to the learning of new vocabulary. 
 
 
 
Potential careers 
 
Studying a language can lead directly into a number of career paths ς the business world, the tourism industry, literature, 
journalism and the media, translation or teaching. However its real value lies in the skills you will acquire over the two year 
periƻŘΦ !ƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ άƎƭƻōŀƭέ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ Řƻǳōǘ 
crucial. Furthermore, a wide range of employers value language graduates above many others, simply because they have 
developed the people skills to communicate and interact with others. Above all else, this is what studying a language will bring 
you. 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Bahasa Indonesian ab initio - Standard Level 
 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

Core Content: 

Term 1                                              
Á Introduce basic elements of number, colour, greetings and names in full sentence format 

exposing students to the prescribed topics:  The Self & Others; The Home; School and 
Future Plans. Students will develop both receptive (listening/reading) and productive 
(speaking/writing) Indonesian language skills using a communicative, hands on approach to 
language learning. Regular formative assessment will be conducted to inform the learning 
process 

 
Term 2                       
Á Consolidation of T1 language topics  and further language development  through the 

topics: Shopping; Eating Out; Food 
 

Term 3   
Á Consolidation of T2 language topics  and further language development  through the 

topics: Public Services & Communication; Hobbies & Free Time; The Area; Holidays & 
Travelling; and, Accommodation 

  
Term 4   
Á Consolidation of T3 language topics  and further language development  through the 

topics: Weather; Physical Geography/The World-Environmental Concerns; Physical Health; 
Emergencies 

 
Term 5 
Á Consolidation of T4 language topics and revision of all language topics covered in the 

course 

Option Topics: None 

Internal Assessment: ол҈ ƻǊŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǿƻǊƪ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜŘ ω LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƻǊŀƭ - мр҈ ω DǊƻǳǇ ƻǊŀƭ - 15%  

External Assessment: 
тл҈ 9ȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ω tŀǇŜǊ мΥ ¢ŜȄǘ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƛƴ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ όпл҈ύ ω tŀǇŜǊ 
2: Two pieces of writing in the target language using a variety of registers (30%) 

 

May 2007 Results 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  

% achieving grade French 0  2  8  20.5  28  31.5  9.5  

% achieving grade German 0  0  6  19.5  27.5  30.5  16.5  

% achieving grade Spanish 0  4  8  22  24.5  31.5  13  

These are the most popular of the ab initio language; statistics for other languages are available on request 

 
Comparison between this course and A Level 
 
The ab initio ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΦ  ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ŀ ōŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎΩ 
course, in just two years students reach standards significantly beyond GCSE. Emphasis is on real, not simplified language, and 
that is what appears in the examinations. Thus the vocabulary base is far wider than that required for GCSE and is, as its name 
ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ōŀǎŜΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎκǇƘǊŀǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ άǿƻǊƪ ƻǳǘέ ǘƘŜ ƳŜaning from the 
context. The expectation is that, by the end of the course, students will be equipped to go to the country, converse and be 
understood, as well as understanding what they see around them, with a basic knowledge of everyday life in that country. 
Although students are not expected to master the full grammatical structure of a language, in practice, those that achieve the 
top grades have often done so. 
 
Contact for further information 
Mr Graham Worthington: graham.worthington@tts.edu.sg 
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GROUP 2 (LANGUAGES AB INITIO) 
 
 
 

SPANISH AB INITIO - STANDARD LEVEL 
 
 
 
Aims 
 

¶ ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ  ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ 

¶ To encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of the 
different perspectives of people from other cultures 

¶ ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŎǳǊƛƻǎƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ 

¶ To provide students with the tools for effective communication in written and oral format 

¶ ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 

¶ To provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through language 

¶ To develop ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ΨǊƛǎƪ-ǘŀƪŜΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ 

¶ To prepare students to feel at ease within an international context 
 
 

 

 
 
Course description 
 
This course is designed for Spanish beginners. The main focus is therefore on learning how to communicate and understand 
Spanish in everyday situations. By the end of the course you will be able to communicate basic information and ideas clearly 
and effectively. To illustrate the difference between this ab initio course, and other Group 2 courses, the following example 
may be of use. An ab initio pupil, standing in the Plaza Mayor in Madrid, should be able to direct someone to the nearest 
bullring, describe the area in basic detail and compare the city to their own city/area. 
 
Amongst other areas, we will examine topics that include  the individual in society, education and work, town and services, 
food and drink, leisure and travel, the environment, health and emergencies. 
 
As with many linguistic courses four main skills are tested: Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking. 
  
 
Requirements 
 
By nature no prior knowledge is required for this course, although some experience of language study is useful. Dedication, 
ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ άǎǘƛŎƪ ŀǘ ƛǘέ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ L. ƭŜǾŜƭΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǿŜƭƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ to 
work seriously and effectively over the two year period. To achieve top grades, you should be prepared to communicate 
willingly and dedicate yourself to the learning of new vocabulary. 
 
 
 
Potential careers 
 
Studying a language can lead directly into a number of career paths ς the business world, the tourism industry, literature, 
journalism and the media, translation or teaching. However its real value lies in the skills you will acquire over the two year 
ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ !ƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ άƎƭƻōŀƭέ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛs without doubt 
crucial. Furthermore, a wide range of employers value language graduates above many others, simply because they have 
developed the people skills to communicate and interact with others. Above all else, this is what studying a language will bring 
you. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Spanish ab initio - Standard Level 
 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

Core Content: 

 
Topic Areas 

 
Term 1                                              
Á Greetings, basic aspects, personal 

information, family, school 
environment 

 
Term 2                 
Á Shopping (food, clothes), weather, 

environment, home 
 
 

Term 3   
Á  Food, holidays, hobbies 
 

 
      
Term 4   
Á  Health Issues, Quality of Life 
 
Term 5  
         Social life, relationships, jobs 
 

 
Grammar Aspects 

 
 

Present tense (common irregulars/reflexive) 
Easy future 
Adjectives 

 
 

Preterite tense (Past) 
Describing by comparison 

Present Progressive 
 
 

Expressing wishes with Conditional 
Expressing negation 

Introducing useful Imperfect tense (Past) 
 

Por or Para? 
Subjunctive structures  

 
 

Perfect Structures (Present, Past) 
Conjunctions 

 

Option Topics: None 

Internal Assessment: ол҈ ƻǊŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǿƻǊƪ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜŘ ω LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƻǊŀƭ - мр҈ ω DǊƻǳǇ ƻǊŀƭ - 15%  

External Assessment: 
тл҈ 9ȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ω tŀǇŜǊ мΥ ¢ŜȄǘ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƛƴ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ όпл҈ύ ω tŀǇŜǊ 
2: Two pieces of writing in the target language using a variety of registers (30%) 

 

May 2007 Results 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  

% achieving grade French 0  2  8  20.5  28  31.5  9.5  

% achieving grade German 0  0  6  19.5  27.5  30.5  16.5  

% achieving grade Spanish 0  4  8  22  24.5  31.5  13  

These are the most popular of the ab initio language; statistics for other languages are available on request 

 
 
Comparison between this course and A Level 
 
The ab initio ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΦ  ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ŀ ōŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎΩ 
course, in just two years students reach standards significantly beyond GCSE. Emphasis is on real, not simplified language, and 
that is what appears in the examinations. Thus the vocabulary base is far wider than that required for GCSE and is, as its name 
ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ōŀǎŜΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎκǇƘǊŀǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ άǿƻǊƪ ƻǳǘέ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
context. The expectation is that, by the end of the course, students will be equipped to go to the country, converse and be 
understood, as well as understanding what they see around them, with a basic knowledge of everyday life in that country. 
Although students are not expected to master the full grammatical structure of a language, in practice, those that achieve the 
top grades have often done so. 
 
Contact for further information 
Mr Alex Bosch: alex.bosch@tts.edu.sg 
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 GROUP 2 (LANGUAGES B) 
 
 
 

FRENCH B - STANDARD LEVEL 
 
 
 
Aims 
 
The aims are: 
 

¶ To enable students to understand and use the language they have studied in a range of contexts and for a variety of 
purposes 

¶ To enable students to use the language appropriately 

¶ To encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of the different 
perspectives of people from other cultures 

¶ ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǊŜƭation to other areas of knowledge 

¶ To provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual stimulation through knowledge of a language 

¶ To provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through language 

¶ ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ awareness of the relationship between  languages and culture 
 
 
Course description 
 
Standard level French provides a suitable foundation for further study and/or practical use of French as well as being a 
coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study for students who do not progress to further study in the subject. Higher 
level French provides a firm foundation for tertiary study. 
 
Standard level students will learn to communicate confidently with native speakers on a wide range of general topics. Higher 
level students will have a deeper knowledge of the literature and culture of French-speaking countries, along with opinions 
and insight into the political and social aspects of the countries. 
 
 
Requirements 
 
A genuine interest in the French language is crucial for this course. You should have studied the language for at least three years, 
and should be keen to develop the level of your language. Literary extracts are included in both courses, but are only explicitly 
examined at Higher level. You should have achieved at ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀ ά/έ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ D/{9 ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ 
to be well organised and to work conscientiously and independently over the two year period. 
 
Higher level is a good stepping stone to university French. You should bear this in mind when making your decision. Studying a 
language can lead directly into a number of career paths ς the business world, travel or tourism, literature, journalism and the 
media, translation or teaching. However its real value lies in the skills you will acquire over the two year period. An 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ άƎƭƻōŀƭέ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ Řƻǳōǘ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭΦ 
Furthermore, a wide range of employers value language graduates above many others, simply because they have developed the 
people skills to communicate and interact with others. Above all else, this is what studying a language will bring you. 
 
 
Potential careers 
 
Lƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƭŜŀōƭŜ ŀǎǎŜǘΣ whichever career path you choose. Beyond the 
obvious careers requiring a foreign language as a primary skill such as interpreting and translating, there are many fields where 
speaking a foreign language is a highly desirable auxiliary skill. These include travel and tourism, publishing, the media and 
journalism, government services, banking, intelligence and law enforcement, fashion, import/export, law, the performing arts, 
medicine and research, international marketing and real estate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

French B ς Standard Level 
 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

Core Content: 

 
Term 1   
Youth Culture : Music, fashion, technology,  family and other relationships 
Health and lifestyles: Food, diet, addictions  
 
Term 2  
Leisure,  travel and tourism  
The Media : TV, Radio, Internet, Press, Advertising 
 
Term 3    
Education, Careers, Equal Opportunities 
Multiculturalism ς Religion, Immigration, Racism                
 
Term 4  
The Environment: Global and local issues 
 
Term 5    
Crime and punishment  
 

Option Topics: None 

Internal Assessment: ол҈ ƻǊŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǿƻǊƪ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜŘ ω LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƻǊŀƭ όмр҈ύ ω DǊƻǳǇ ƻǊŀƭ όмр҈ύ  

External Assessment: 
тл҈ 9ȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ω tŀǇŜǊ мΥ ¢ŜȄǘ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƛƴ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ όпл҈ύ ω tŀǇŜǊ 
2: Two pieces of writing in the target language using a variety of registers (30%) 

 

May 2007 Results 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  

% achieving grade French 0  2  8  20.5  28  31.5  9.5  

% achieving grade German 0  0  6  19.5  27.5  30.5  16.5  

% achieving grade Spanish 0  4  8  22  24.5  31.5  13  

Statistics for other languages are available on request 
 
 

Comparison between this course and A Level 
 
We believe that the Language B courses at both Standard and Higher Levels are significantly different to A Level 
courses.  The IB course is not based on a defined range of topics but focuses on enabling students to recognise and 
produce spoken and written work in a wide variety of registers (e.g. formal and informal letters, diaries, editorials, 
brochures, essays). Topics studied in class are very varied and reflect aspects of life and literature from around the 
world.  
 
 
In terms of assessment, there are 2 major differences: A Level students choose a specific topic to study in depth on which they 
complete a terminal examination essay. IB students have both an individual and group oral assessment. 

 
Contact for further information 
Mr Stephen Morgan: stephen.morgan@tts.edu.sg 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:stephen.morgan@tts.edu.sg


 

GROUP 2 (LANGUAGES B) 
 
 
 

FRENCH B - HIGHER LEVEL 
 
 
 

Aims 
 
The aims are: 
 

¶ To enable students to understand and use the language they have studied in a range of contexts and for a variety of 
purposes 

¶ To enable students to use the language appropriately 

¶ To encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of the different 
perspectives of people from other cultures 

¶ ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǿŀǊŜƴess of the role of language in relation to other areas of knowledge 

¶ To provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual stimulation through knowledge of a language 

¶ To provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through language 

¶ ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ  ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ 
 
 
Course description 
 
The content of the course for Standard and Higher levels is essentially the same. The extra lessons at Higher level will be 
dedicated to more advanced grammar, speaking and literary content as well as preparing for the lengthier essay question.  
 
The HL and SL courses have almost identical syllabuses and examinations, though the HL students examine grammar in more 
depth and will study a broader range of literary genres than SL students. Thus, while the same principles underlie both 
courses, HL examinations mark schemes are naturally more rigorous. 
 
 

 

 
Requirements 
 
A genuine interest in the French language is crucial for this course. You should have studied the language for at least three years, 
and should be keen to develop the level of your language. Literary extracts are included in both courses, but are only explicitly 
examined at Higher level. You should have achieved at ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀ ά.έ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ D/{9 ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ 
to be well organised and to work conscientiously and independently over the two year period. 
 
Higher level is a good stepping stone to university French. You should bear this in mind when making your decision. Studying a 
language can lead directly into a number of career paths ς the business world, travel or tourism, literature, journalism and the 
media, translation or teaching. However its real value lies in the skills you will acquire over the two year period. An 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ άƎƭƻōŀƭέ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ Řƻǳōǘ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭΦ 
Furthermore, a wide range of employers value language graduates above many others, simply because they have developed the 
people skills to communicate and interact with others. Above all else, this is what studying a language will bring you. 
 
 
Potential careers 
 
Lƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƭŜŀōƭŜ ŀǎǎŜǘΣ whichever career path you choose. Beyond the 
obvious careers requiring a foreign language as a primary skill such as interpreting and translating, there are many fields where 
speaking a foreign language is a highly desirable auxiliary skill. These include travel and tourism, publishing, the media and 
journalism, government services, banking, intelligence and law enforcement, fashion, import/export, law, the performing arts, 
medicine and research, international marketing and real estate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

French B ς Higher Level 
 
5 TERM OVERVIEW 

Core Content: 

 
Term 1   
Youth Culture : Music, fashion, technology,  family and other relationships 
Health and lifestyles: Food, diet, addictions  
 
Term 2  
Leisure,  travel and tourism  
The Media : TV, Radio, Internet, Press, Advertising 
 
Term 3    
Education, Careers, Equal Opportunities 
Multiculturalism ς Religion, Immigration, Racism                
 
Term 4  
The Environment: Global and local issues 
 
Term 5    
Crime and punishment  
 

Option Topics: None 

Internal Assessment: ол҈ ƻǊŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǿƻǊƪ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜŘ ω LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƻǊŀƭ όмр҈ύ ω DǊƻǳǇ ƻǊŀƭ όмр҈ύ  

External Assessment: 
тл҈ 9ȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ω tŀǇŜǊ мΥ ¢ŜȄǘ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƛƴ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ όпл҈ύ ω tŀǇŜǊ 
2: Two pieces of writing in the target language using a variety of registers (30%) 

 

May 2007 Results 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  

% achieving grade French 0  2  8  20.5  28  31.5  9.5  

% achieving grade German 0  0  6  19.5  27.5  30.5  16.5  

% achieving grade Spanish 0  4  8  22  24.5  31.5  13  

Statistics for other languages are available on request 
 
 
Comparison between this course and A Level 
 
We believe that the Language B courses at both Standard and Higher Levels are significantly different to A Level courses.  The IB 
course is not based on a defined range of topics but focuses on enabling students to recognise and produce spoken and written 
work in a wide variety of registers (e.g. formal and informal letters, diaries, editorials, brochures, essays). Topics studied in class 
are very varied and reflect aspects of life and literature from around the world.  
 
In terms of assessment, there are 2 major differences: A Level students choose a specific topic to study in depth on which they 
complete a terminal examination essay. IB students have both an individual and group oral assessment. 
 
Contact for further information 
Mr Stephen Morgan: stephen.morgan@tts.edu.sg 
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GROUP 2 (LANGUAGES B) 
 
 
 

GERMAN B - STANDARD LEVEL 
 
 
 
Aims 
 
The aims are: 
 

¶ To enable students to understand and use the language they have studied in a range of contexts and for a variety of 
purposes 

¶ To enable students to use the language appropriately 

¶ To encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of the different 
perspectives of people from other cultures 

¶ ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ awareness of the role of language in relation to other areas of knowledge 

¶ To provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual stimulation through knowledge of a language 

¶ To provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through language 

¶ ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ  ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ 
 
 
Course description 
 
Standard level German provides a suitable foundation for further study and/or practical use of German as well as being a 
coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study for students who do not progress to further study in the subject. Higher 
level German provides a firm foundation for tertiary study. 
 
Standard level students will learn to communicate confidently with native speakers on a wide range of general topics. Higher 
level students will have a deeper knowledge of the literature and culture of German-speaking countries, along with opinions 
and insight into the political and social aspects of the countries. 
  
 
Requirements 
 
A genuine interest in the German language is crucial for this course. You should have studied the language for at least three 
years, and should be keen to develop the level of your language. Literary extracts are included in both courses, but are only 
explicitly examined at Higher level. You should have achieved at ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀ ά/έ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ D/{9 ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ 
prepared to be well organised and to work conscientiously and independently over the two year period. 
 
Higher level is a good stepping stone to university German. You should bear this in mind when making your decision. Studying a 
language can lead directly into a number of career paths ς the business world, travel or tourism, literature, journalism and the 
media, translation or teaching. However its real value lies in the skills you will acquire over the two year period. An 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ άƎƭƻōŀƭέ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ Řƻǳōǘ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭΦ 
Furthermore, a wide range of employers value language graduates above many others, simply because they have developed the 
people skills to communicate and interact with others. Above all else, this is what studying a language will bring you. 
 
 
Potential careers 
 
Lƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƭŜŀōƭŜ ŀǎǎŜǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘŜǾŜǊ career path you choose. Beyond the 
obvious careers requiring a foreign language as a primary skill such as interpreting and translating, there are many fields where 
speaking a foreign language is a highly desirable auxiliary skill. These include travel and tourism, publishing, the media and 
journalism, government services, banking, intelligence and law enforcement, fashion, import/export, law, the performing arts, 
medicine and research, international marketing and real estate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

German B ς Standard Level  
 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

Core Content: 

 
Term 1   
Youth Culture : Music, fashion, technology,  family and other relationships 
Health and lifestyles: Food, diet, addictions  
 
Term 2  
Leisure,  travel and tourism  
The Media : TV, Radio, Internet, Press, Advertising 
 
Term 3    
Education, Careers, Equal Opportunities 
Multiculturalism ς Religion, Immigration, Racism                
 
Term 4  
The Environment: Global and local issues 
 
Term 5    
Crime and punishment  
 

Option Topics: None 

Internal Assessment: ол҈ ƻǊŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǿƻǊƪ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜŘ ω LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƻǊŀƭ όмр҈ύ ω DǊƻǳǇ ƻǊŀƭ όмр҈ύ  

External Assessment: 
тл҈ 9ȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ω tŀǇŜǊ мΥ ¢ŜȄǘ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƛƴ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ όпл҈ύ ω tŀǇŜǊ 
2: Two pieces of writing in the target language using a variety of registers (30%) 

 

May 2007 Results 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  

% achieving grade French 0  2  8  20.5  28  31.5  9.5  

% achieving grade German 0  0  6  19.5  27.5  30.5  16.5  

% achieving grade Spanish 0  4  8  22  24.5  31.5  13  

Statistics for other languages are available on request 
 
 
Comparison between this course and A Level 

 
We believe that the Language B courses at both Standard and Higher Levels are significantly different to A Level 
courses.  The IB course is not based on a defined range of topics but focuses on enabling students to recognise and 
produce spoken and written work in a wide variety of registers (e.g. formal and informal letters, diaries, editorials, 
brochures, essays). Topics studied in class are very varied and reflect aspects of life and literature from around the 
world.  
 
In terms of assessment, there are 2 major differences: A Level students choose a specific topic to study in depth on which they 
complete a terminal examination essay. IB students have both an individual and group oral assessment. 

 
Contact for further information 
Mrs Wendy Webbe: wendy.webbe@tts.edu.sg 
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GROUP 2 (LANGUAGES B) 
 
 
 

GERMAN B - HIGHER LEVEL 
 
 
 
Aims 
 
The aims are: 
 

¶ To enable students to understand and use the language they have studied in a range of contexts and for a variety of 
purposes 

¶ To enable students to use the language appropriately 

¶ To encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of the different 
perspectives of people from other cultures 

¶ ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ of the role of language in relation to other areas of knowledge 

¶ To provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual stimulation through knowledge of a language 

¶ To provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through language 

¶ ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ  ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ 
 
 
Course description 
 
The content of the course for Standard and Higher levels is essentially the same. The extra lessons at Higher level will be 
dedicated to more advanced grammar, speaking and literary content as well as preparing for the lengthier essay question.  
 
The HL and SL courses have almost identical syllabuses and examinations, though the HL students examine grammar in more 
depth and will study a broader range of literary genres than SL students. Thus, while the same principles underlie both 
courses, HL examinations mark schemes are naturally more rigorous. 
 

 
Requirements 
 
A genuine interest in the German language is crucial for this course. You should have studied the language for at least three 
years, and should be keen to develop the level of your language. Literary extracts are included in both courses, but are only 
explicitly examined at Higher level. You should have achieved at ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀ ά.έ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ D/{9 ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ 
prepared to be well organised and to work conscientiously and independently over the two year period. 
 
Higher level is a good stepping stone to university German. You should bear this in mind when making your decision. Studying a 
language can lead directly into a number of career paths ς the business world, travel or tourism, literature, journalism and the 
media, translation or teaching. However its real value lies in the skills you will acquire over the two year period. An 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ άƎƭƻōŀƭέ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ Řƻǳōǘ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭΦ 
Furthermore, a wide range of employers value language graduates above many others, simply because they have developed the 
people skills to communicate and interact with others. Above all else, this is what studying a language will bring you. 
 
 
Potential careers 
 
Lƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƭŜŀōƭŜ ŀǎǎŜǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘŜǾŜǊ career path you choose. Beyond the 
obvious careers requiring a foreign language as a primary skill such as interpreting and translating, there are many fields where 
speaking a foreign language is a highly desirable auxiliary skill. These include travel and tourism, publishing, the media and 
journalism, government services, banking, intelligence and law enforcement, fashion, import/export, law, the performing arts, 
medicine and research, international marketing and real estate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

German B ς Standard Level  
 
5 TERM OVERVIEW 

Core Content: 

 
Term 1   
Youth Culture : Music, fashion, technology,  family and other relationships 
Health and lifestyles: Food, diet, addictions  
 
Term 2  
Leisure,  travel and tourism  
The Media : TV, Radio, Internet, Press, Advertising 
 
Term 3    
Education, Careers, Equal Opportunities 
Multiculturalism ς Religion, Immigration, Racism                
 
Term 4  
The Environment: Global and local issues 
 
Term 5    
Crime and punishment  
 

Option Topics: None 

Internal Assessment: ол҈ ƻǊŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǿƻǊƪ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜŘ ω LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƻǊŀƭ όмр҈ύ ω DǊƻǳǇ ƻǊŀƭ όмр҈ύ  

External Assessment: 
тл҈ 9ȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ω tŀǇŜǊ мΥ ¢ŜȄǘ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƛƴ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ όпл҈ύ ω tŀǇŜǊ 
2: Two pieces of writing in the target language using a variety of registers (30%) 

 

May 2007 Results 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  

% achieving grade French 0  2  8  20.5  28  31.5  9.5  

% achieving grade German 0  0  6  19.5  27.5  30.5  16.5  

% achieving grade Spanish 0  4  8  22  24.5  31.5  13  

Statistics for other languages are available on request 

 
 
Comparison between this course and A Level 
 
We believe that the Language B courses at both Standard and Higher Levels are significantly different to A Level 
courses.  The IB course is not based on a defined range of topics but focuses on enabling students to recognise and 
produce spoken and written work in a wide variety of registers (e.g. formal and informal letters, diaries, editorials, 
brochures, essays). Topics studied in class are very varied and reflect aspects of life and literature from around the 
world.  
 
In terms of assessment, there are 2 major differences: A Level students choose a specific topic to study in depth on which they 
complete a terminal examination essay. IB students have both an individual and group oral assessment. 

 
Contact for further information 
Mrs Wendy Webbe: wendy.webbe@tts.edu.sg 
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GROUP 2 (LANGUAGES B) 
 
 

CHINESE B - STANDARD LEVEL 
 
 

Aims 
 
The aims are: 
 

¶ To enable students to understand and use the language they have studied in a range of contexts and for a 
variety of purposes 

¶ To enable students to use the language appropriately 

¶ To encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of 
the different perspectives of people from other cultures 

¶ ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 

¶ To provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual stimulation through knowledge of a 
language 

¶ To provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through language 

¶ ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ 
 

 
Course description 
 
Standard level Chinese provides a suitable foundation for further study and/or practical use of Chinese as well as 
being a coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study for students who do not progress to further study in 
the subject. Higher level Chinese provides a firm foundation for tertiary study. 
 
Standard level students will learn to communicate confidently with native speakers on a wide range of general 
topics. Higher level students will have a deeper knowledge of the literature and culture of Chinese-speaking 
countries, along with opinions and insight into the political and social aspects of the countries. 
 

Requirements 
 
A genuine interest in the Chinese language is crucial for this course. You should have studied the language for at 
least three years, and should be keen to develop the level of your language. Literary extracts are included in both 
ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘƭȅ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŘ ŀǘ IƛƎƘŜǊ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀ ά/έ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ D/{9 
examinations. You should also be prepared to be well organised and to work conscientiously and independently 
over the two year period. 
 
Higher level is a good stepping stone to university Chinese. You should bear this in mind when making your decision. 
Studying a language can lead directly into a number of career paths ς the business world, travel or tourism, 
literature, journalism and the media, translation or teaching. However its real value lies in the skills you will acquire 
over the two year period. An understanding of people, foreign cultures ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ άƎƭƻōŀƭέ 
world is without doubt crucial. Furthermore, a wide range of employers value language graduates above many 
others, simply because they have developed the people skills to communicate and interact with others. Above all 
else, this is what studying a language will bring you. 
 
 
Potential careers 
 
Lƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƭŜŀōƭŜ ŀǎǎŜǘΣ ǿƘƛchever career path you 
choose. Beyond the obvious careers requiring a foreign language as a primary skill such as interpreting and 
translating, there are many fields where speaking a foreign language is a highly desirable auxiliary skill. These 
include travel and tourism, publishing, the media and journalism, government services, banking, intelligence and 
law enforcement, fashion, import/export, law, the performing arts, medicine and research, international marketing 
and real estate. 
 



 

Chinese B ς Standard Level 
 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

Core Content: 

 
Term 1   
Youth Culture : Music, fashion, technology,  family and other relationships 
Health and lifestyles: Food, diet, addictions  
 
Term 2  
Leisure,  travel and tourism  
The Media : TV, Radio, Internet, Press, Advertising 
 
Term 3    
Education, Careers, Equal Opportunities 
Multiculturalism ς Religion, Immigration, Racism                
 
Term 4  
 The Environment: Global and local issues 
 
Term 5    
Crime and punishment  
 

Option Topics: None 

Internal Assessment: ол҈ ƻǊŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǿƻǊƪ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜŘ ω LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƻǊŀƭ όмр҈ύ ω DǊƻǳǇ ƻǊŀƭ όмр҈ύ  

External Assessment: 
тл҈ 9ȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ω tŀǇŜǊ мΥ ¢ŜȄǘ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƛƴ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ όпл҈ύ ω tŀǇŜǊ 
2: Two pieces of writing in the target language using a variety of registers (30%) 

 

May 2007 Results 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  

% achieving grade French 0  2  8  20.5  28  31.5  9.5  

% achieving grade German 0  0  6  19.5  27.5  30.5  16.5  

% achieving grade Spanish 0  4  8  22  24.5  31.5  13  

Statistics for other languages are available on request 

 
 
Comparison between this course and A Level 
 
We believe that the Language B courses at both Standard and Higher Levels are significantly different to A Level courses.  The IB 
course is not based on a defined range of topics but focuses on enabling students to recognise and produce spoken and written 
work in a wide variety of registers (e.g. formal and informal letters, diaries, editorials, brochures, essays). Topics studied in class 
are very varied and reflect aspects of life and literature from around the world.  
 
In terms of assessment, there are 2 major differences: A Level students choose a specific topic to study in depth on which they 
complete a terminal examination essay. IB students have both an individual and group oral assessment. 

 
Contact for further information 
Mrs Eva Connellan eva.connellan@tts.edu.sg 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:eva.connellan@tts.edu.sg


 

GROUP 2 (LANGUAGES B) 
 
 

CHINESE B - HIGHER LEVEL 
 
 
Aims 
 
The aims are: 
 

¶ To enable students to understand and use the language they have studied in a range of contexts and for a variety of 
purposes 

¶ To enable students to use the language appropriately 

¶ To encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of the different 
perspectives of people from other cultures 

¶ ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜss of the role of language in relation to other areas of knowledge 

¶ To provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual stimulation through knowledge of a language 

¶ To provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through language 

¶ ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ 
 
 
Course description 
 
The content of the course for Standard and Higher levels is essentially the same. The extra lessons at Higher level will be 
dedicated to more advanced grammar, speaking and literary content as well as preparing for the lengthier essay question.  
 
The HL and SL courses have almost identical syllabuses and examinations, though the HL students examine grammar in more 
depth and will study a broader range of literary genres than SL students. Thus, while the same principles underlie both courses, 
HL examinations mark schemes are naturally more rigorous. 
 
  
Requirements 
 
A genuine interest in the Chinese language is crucial for this course. You should have studied the language for at least three 
years, and should be keen to develop the level of your language. Literary extracts are included in both courses, but are only 
explicitly examined at Higher level. You should have achieved at ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀ ά.έ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ D/{9 ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ 
prepared to be well organised and to work conscientiously and independently over the two year period. 
 
Higher level is a good stepping stone to university Chinese. You should bear this in mind when making your decision. Studying a 
language can lead directly into a number of career paths ς the business world, travel or tourism, literature, journalism and the 
media, translation or teaching. However its real value lies in the skills you will acquire over the two year period. An 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ άƎƭƻōŀƭέ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ Řƻǳōǘ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭΦ 
Furthermore, a wide range of employers value language graduates above many others, simply because they have developed the 
people skills to communicate and interact with others. Above all else, this is what studying a language will bring you. 
 
 
Potential careers 
 
Lƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƭŜŀōƭŜ ŀǎǎŜǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘŜǾŜǊ career path you choose. Beyond the 
obvious careers requiring a foreign language as a primary skill such as interpreting and translating, there are many fields where 
speaking a foreign language is a highly desirable auxiliary skill. These include travel and tourism, publishing, the media and 
journalism, government services, banking, intelligence and law enforcement, fashion, import/export, law, the performing arts, 
medicine and research, international marketing and real estate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Chinese B ς Higher Level 
 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

Core Content: 

 
Term 1   
Youth Culture : Music, fashion, technology,  family and other relationships 
Health and lifestyles: Food, diet, addictions  
 
Term 2  
Leisure,  travel and tourism  
The Media : TV, Radio, Internet, Press, Advertising 
 
Term 3    
Education, Careers, Equal Opportunities 
Multiculturalism ς Religion, Immigration, Racism                
 
Term 4  
 The Environment: Global and local issues 
 
Term 5    
Crime and punishment  
 

Option Topics: None 

Internal Assessment: ол҈ ƻǊŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǿƻǊƪ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜŘ ω LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƻǊŀƭ όмр҈ύ ω DǊƻǳǇ ƻǊŀƭ όмр҈ύ  

External Assessment: 
тл҈ 9ȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ω tŀǇŜǊ мΥ ¢ŜȄǘ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƛƴ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ όпл҈ύ ω tŀǇŜǊ 
2: Two pieces of writing in the target language using a variety of registers (30%) 

 

May 2007 Results 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  

% achieving grade French 0  2  8  20.5  28  31.5  9.5  

% achieving grade German 0  0  6  19.5  27.5  30.5  16.5  

% achieving grade Spanish 0  4  8  22  24.5  31.5  13  

Statistics for other languages are available on request 

 
 
Comparison between this course and A Level 
 
We believe that the Language B courses at both Standard and Higher Levels are significantly different to A Level 
courses.  The IB course is not based on a defined range of topics but focuses on enabling students to recognise and 
produce spoken and written work in a wide variety of registers (e.g. formal and informal letters, diaries, editorials, 
brochures, essays). Topics studied in class are very varied and reflect aspects of life and literature from around the 
world.  
 
In terms of assessment, there are 2 major differences: A Level students choose a specific topic to study in depth on which they 
complete a terminal examination essay. IB students have both an individual and group oral assessment. 

 
Contact for further information 
Mrs Eva Connellan eva.connellan@tts.edu.sg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:eva.connellan@tts.edu.sg


 

GROUP 2 (LANGUAGES B) 
 
 
 

SPANISH B - STANDARD LEVEL 
 
 
 
Aims 
 
The aims are: 
 

¶ To enable students to understand and use the language they have studied in a range of contexts and for a variety of 
purposes 

¶ To enable students to use the language appropriately 

¶ To encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of the different 
perspectives of people from other cultures 

¶ ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ awareness of the role of language in relation to other areas of knowledge 

¶ To provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual stimulation through knowledge of a language 

¶ To provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through language 

¶ ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ  ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ 
 
 
Course description 
 
Standard level Spanish provides a suitable foundation for further study and/or practical use of Spanish as well as being a 
coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study for students who do not progress to further study in the subject. Higher 
level Spanish provides a firm foundation for tertiary study. 
 
Standard level students will learn to communicate confidently with native speakers on a wide range of general topics. Higher 
level students will have a deeper knowledge of the literature and culture of Spanish-speaking countries, along with opinions 
and insight into the political and social aspects of the countries. 
 

Requirements 
 
A genuine interest in the Spanish language is crucial for this course. You should have studied the language for at least three 
years, and should be keen to develop the level of your language. Literary extracts are included in both courses, but are only 
explicitly examined at Higher level. You should have achieved at ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀ ά/έ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ D/{9 ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ 
prepared to be well organised and to work conscientiously and independently over the two year period. 
 
Higher level is a good stepping stone to university Spanish. You should bear this in mind when making your decision. Studying a 
language can lead directly into a number of career paths ς the business world, travel or tourism, literature, journalism and the 
media, translation or teaching. However its real value lies in the skills you will acquire over the two year period. An 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ άƎƭƻōŀƭέ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ Řƻǳōǘ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭΦ 
Furthermore, a wide range of employers value language graduates above many others, simply because they have developed the 
people skills to communicate and interact with others. Above all else, this is what studying a language will bring you. 
 
 
Potential careers 
 
Lƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƭŜŀōƭŜ ŀǎǎŜǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘŜǾŜǊ career path you choose. Beyond the 
obvious careers requiring a foreign language as a primary skill such as interpreting and translating, there are many fields where 
speaking a foreign language is a highly desirable auxiliary skill. These include travel and tourism, publishing, the media and 
journalism, government services, banking, intelligence and law enforcement, fashion, import/export, law, the performing arts, 
medicine and research, international marketing and real estate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Spanish B ς Standard Level 
 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

Core Content: 

 
Term 1   
Youth Culture : Music, fashion, technology,  family and other relationships 
Health and lifestyles: Food, diet, addictions  
 
Term 2  
Leisure,  travel and tourism  
The Media : TV, Radio, Internet, Press, Advertising 
 
Term 3    
Education, Careers, Equal Opportunities 
Multiculturalism ς Religion, Immigration, Racism                
 
Term 4  
The Environment: Global and local issues 
 
Term 5    
Crime and punishment  
 

Option Topics: None 

Internal Assessment: ол҈ ƻǊŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǿƻǊƪ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜŘ ω LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƻǊŀƭ όмр҈ύ ω DǊƻǳǇ ƻǊŀƭ όмр҈ύ  

External Assessment: 
тл҈ 9ȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ω tŀǇŜǊ мΥ ¢ŜȄǘ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƛƴ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ όпл҈ύ ω tŀǇŜǊ 
2: Two pieces of writing in the target language using a variety of registers (30%) 

 

May 2007 Results 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  

% achieving grade French 0  2  8  20.5  28  31.5  9.5  

% achieving grade German 0  0  6  19.5  27.5  30.5  16.5  

% achieving grade Spanish 0  4  8  22  24.5  31.5  13  

Statistics for other languages are available on request 

 
 
Comparison between this course and A Level 
 
We believe that the Language B courses at both Standard and Higher Levels are significantly different to A Level 
courses.  The IB course is not based on a defined range of topics but focuses on enabling students to recognise and 
produce spoken and written work in a wide variety of registers (e.g. formal and informal letters, diaries, editorials, 
brochures, essays). Topics studied in class are very varied and reflect aspects of life and literature from around the 
world.  
 
In terms of assessment, there are 2 major differences: A Level students choose a specific topic to study in depth on which they 
complete a terminal examination essay. IB students have both an individual and group oral assessment. 

 
Contact for further information 
Mr Simon Hatton-Burke: simon.hattonburke@tts.edu.sg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:simon.hattonburke@tts.edu.sg


 

GROUP 2 (LANGUAGES B) 
 
 
 

SPANISH B - HIGHER LEVEL 
 
 
 
Aims 
 
The aims are: 
 

¶ To enable students to understand and use the language they have studied in a range of contexts and for a variety of 
purposes 

¶ To enable students to use the language appropriately 

¶ To encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of the different 
perspectives of people from other cultures 

¶ To develop stuŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 

¶ To provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual stimulation through knowledge of a language 

¶ To provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through language 

¶ ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ  ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ 
 
 
Course description 
 
The content of the course for Standard and Higher levels is essentially the same. The extra lessons at Higher level will be 
dedicated to more advanced grammar, speaking and literary content as well as preparing for the lengthier essay question.  
 
The HL and SL courses have almost identical syllabuses and examinations, though the HL students examine grammar in more 
depth and will study a broader range of literary genres than SL students. Thus, while the same principles underlie both courses, 
HL examinations mark schemes are naturally more rigorous. 
 
 

Requirements 
 
A genuine interest in the Spanish language is crucial for this course. You should have studied the language for at least three 
years, and should be keen to develop the level of your language. Literary extracts are included in both courses, but are only 
explicitly examined at Higher level. You should have achieved at ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀ ά/έ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ D/{9 ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ 
prepared to be well organised and to work conscientiously and independently over the two year period. 
 
Higher level is a good stepping stone to university Spanish. You should bear this in mind when making your decision. Studying a 
language can lead directly into a number of career paths ς the business world, travel or tourism, literature, journalism and the 
media, translation or teaching. However its real value lies in the skills you will acquire over the two year period. An 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ άƎƭƻōŀƭέ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ Řƻǳōǘ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭΦ 
Furthermore, a wide range of employers value language graduates above many others, simply because they have developed the 
people skills to communicate and interact with others. Above all else, this is what studying a language will bring you. 
 
 
Potential careers 
 
Lƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƭŜŀōƭŜ ŀǎǎŜǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘŜǾŜǊ Ŏareer path you choose. Beyond the 
obvious careers requiring a foreign language as a primary skill such as interpreting and translating, there are many fields where 
speaking a foreign language is a highly desirable auxiliary skill. These include travel and tourism, publishing, the media and 
journalism, government services, banking, intelligence and law enforcement, fashion, import/export, law, the performing arts, 
medicine and research, international marketing and real estate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Spanish B ς Higher Level 
 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

Core Content: 

 
Term 1   
Youth Culture : Music, fashion, technology,  family and other relationships 
Health and lifestyles: Food, diet, addictions  
 
Term 2  
Leisure,  travel and tourism  
The Media : TV, Radio, Internet, Press, Advertising 
 
Term 3    
Education, Careers, Equal Opportunities 
Multiculturalism ς Religion, Immigration, Racism                
 
Term 4  
The Environment: Global and local issues 
 
Term 5    
Crime and punishment  
 

Option Topics: None 

Internal Assessment: ол҈ ƻǊŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǿƻǊƪ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜŘ ω LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƻǊŀƭ όмр҈ύ ω DǊƻǳǇ ƻǊŀƭ όмр҈ύ  

External Assessment: 
тл҈ 9ȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ω tŀǇŜǊ мΥ ¢ŜȄǘ ƘŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƛƴ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ όпл҈ύ ω tŀǇŜǊ 
2: Two pieces of writing in the target language using a variety of registers (30%) 

 

May 2007 Results 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  

% achieving grade French 0  2  8  20.5  28  31.5  9.5  

% achieving grade German 0  0  6  19.5  27.5  30.5  16.5  

% achieving grade Spanish 0  4  8  22  24.5  31.5  13  

Statistics for other languages are available on request 

 
 
Comparison between this course and A Level 
 
We believe that the Language B courses at both Standard and Higher Levels are significantly different to A Level 
courses.  The IB course is not based on a defined range of topics but focuses on enabling students to recognise and 
produce spoken and written work in a wide variety of registers (e.g. formal and informal letters, diaries, editorials, 
brochures, essays). Topics studied in class are very varied and reflect aspects of life and literature from around the 
world.  
 
In terms of assessment, there are 2 major differences: A Level students choose a specific topic to study in depth on which they 
complete a terminal examination essay. IB students have both an individual and group oral assessment. 

 
Contact for further information 
Mr Simon Hatton-Burke: simon.hattonburke@tts.edu.sg 
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GROUP 3 (INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES) 
 
 
 

 BUSINESS AND MANAGEMENT - STANDARD LEVEL 
  
 
 
Aims 
 
The aims of Business and Management at both Standard and Higher levels are: 
 
ω To ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ 
ω To promote the importance of exploring business issues from different cultural perspectives 
ω To encourage a holistic view of the world of business 
ω To enable a student to understand the concepts of a global economy 
ω To promote awareness of social, cultural and ethical factors in the actions of organisations 
ω To appreciate the social and ethical responsibilities associated with businesses operating in international markets 
ω To enable a student to appreciate the nature and significance of change 
ω To enable a student to develop the capacity to think critically 
ω To provide progression from school to higher education or employment in industry or commerce 
 
 
Course description 
 
The main goal of BAM at Tanglin Trust School is to allow students to examine business decision-making processes and 
understand how these impact on and are affected by internal and external environments. Students will develop an 
understanding of business theory and an ability to apply business principles, practices and skills. 
 
During the course students will explore a wide range of business organisations and activities, as well as the cultural and 
economic context in which businesses operate. BAM will furnish students with the knowledge and skills needed for a successful 
career in the corporate world. 
 
In summary, students will explore strategic decision making and the main functions of the business: 

Á Marketing 
Á Production 
Á Human resource management 
Á Finance 

 
 
Requirements 
 
To follow Business and Management at Standard level, students should have at least a B in GCSE Mathematics and GCSE English. 
Students should have a keen interest in the business world and have an ability to apply theoretical business concepts to real-life 
business scenarios. They should be enthusiastic and motivated to learn, and this should be demonstrated by their sustained 
awareness of the business world around them. As such, students should regularly follow the business news through print media 
or news websites such as the BBC. The internal assessment (a written commentary of 1500 words) requires both strong research 
and report writing skills. 
 
 
Potential careers 
 
The Business and Management course is excellent preparation for the world of work as no matter what career a student decides 
to follow, there will always be an element of business within it. Whether it be a career in medicine or law, architecture or 
horticulture, an understanding of how businesses operate will prove invaluable. In addition, the BAM course helps students 
develop skills that are critical and easily transferable to the world of work. BAM requires students to have an inquisitive mind 
and to have the ability to apply theory to real life business situations. Students are encouraged to have an astute awareness of 
the world around them and an understanding of how organisations ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ 
business functions, BAM proves to be excellent preparation for any career in the corporate world, such as in human resources, 
marketing, finance or operations. 

 
  



 

Business and Management - Standard Level  
 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

Core Content: 

 
Term 1 Topic 1: Business Organisation and 
              environment 
Á 1.1 Nature of business activity 
Á 1.2 Types of organization 
Á 1.3 Organisational objectives 
Á 1.4 Stakeholders 
 
Term 2 Topic 2: Human Resources 
Á 2.2 Organisational structure 
Á 2.1 Human resource planning 
Á 2.4 Leadership and management 
 
Term 3 Topic 3: Accounts and Finance 
Á 3.1 Sources of finance 
Á 3.3 Working capital 
Á 3.2 Investment appraisal 
Á 3.5 Final accounts 
 
Term 4 Topic 5:Operations Management 
Á 5.2 Costs and revenues 
Á 5.3 Break-even analysis 
Á 5.1 Production methods 
 
Term 5 Topic 4: Marketing 
Á 4.1 The role of marketing 
Á 4.2 Marketing planning 
Á 4.3 Product 
Á 4.4 Price 
Á 4.5 Promotion 

 

 
 
Á 1.6 Organisational planning tools 
Á 1.7 Growth and evolution 
Á 1.5 External environment 
Á 1.9 Globalisation 
 
 
Á 2.3 Communication 
Á 2.5 Motivation 
 
 
 
Á 3.6 Ratio analysis 
Start internal assessment 
 
 
 
 
Á 5.4 Quality assurance 
Á 5.7 Production planning 
Á 5.5 Location 
 
 
Á 4.6 Place 
Á 4.7 International marketing 
Á 4.8 E-commerce 
 
Complete internal assessment 

Option Topics: None 

Internal Assessment: 25% on one 2000 word report on a particular business facing a decision or issue to resolve  

External Assessment: 

тр҈ 9ȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ω tŀǇŜǊ мΥ tǊŜ-seen case study with four compulsory questions and one from 
ǘǿƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ όпл҈ύ ω tŀǇŜǊ нΥ ŦƻǳǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƛȄ ǳƴǎŜŜƴ ŎŀǎŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ 
(35%)  

 

May 2007 Results 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  

% achieving grade 0  3  13  32  33  16  4  

 
 
Comparison between this course and A Level 
 
Comparison with the AQA A Level syllabus shows that both the IB and the A level cover the same major theoretical content. The 
AS units tend to provide a grounding in key areas of business and are essentially quite straightforward, with A2 units offering 
extension and a focus on strategy rather than tactics. There are no optional units in either the IB or the A level. The A level does 
not contain any coursework assessment. 
 
Exam papers predominantly use unseen case studies, however there is one pre-released case study at A2. At A2 level the 
examinations are synoptic.  
 
We have tended to find that results can be more unpredictable at A Level but that there is often a wider range of marks than at 
IB where results have been more grouped around an average.  
 
Contact for further information 
Mrs Anna Kaisharis: anna.kaisharis@tts.edu.sg 

 

mailto:anna.kaisharis@tts.edu.sg


 

GROUP 3 (INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES) 
 
 

BUSINESS AND MANAGEMENT - HIGHER LEVEL 
 
 
Aims  
 
The aims of Business and Management at both Standard and Higher levels are: 
 
ω ¢ƻ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ 
ω To promote the importance of exploring business issues from different cultural perspectives 
ω To encourage a holistic view of the world of business 
ω To enable a student to understand the concepts of a global economy 
ω To promote awareness of social, cultural and ethical factors in the actions of organisations 
ω To appreciate the social and ethical responsibilities associated with businesses operating in international markets 
ω To enable a student to appreciate the nature and significance of change 
ω To enable a student to develop the capacity to think critically 
ω To provide progression from school to higher education or employment in industry or commerce 

 
 

Course description 
 
The main goal of BAM at Tanglin Trust School is to allow students to examine business decision-making processes and 
understand how these impact on and are affected by internal and external environments. Students will develop an 
understanding of business theory and an ability to apply business principles, practices and skills. 
 
During the course students will explore a wide range of business organisations and activities, as well as the cultural and 
economic context in which businesses operate. BAM will furnish students with the knowledge and skills needed for a successful 
career in the corporate world. 
 
In addition to the topics studied on the Standard level course, the Higher level course also focuses on Business Strategy, allowing 
students to appreciate a more holistic and long-term view of business organisations. 
 
In summary, students will explore strategic decision making and the main functions of the business: 

Á Marketing 
Á Production 
Á Human resource management 
Á Finance 

 
 
Requirements 
 
To follow Business and Management at Higher level, students should have at least a B in GCSE Mathematics and GCSE English. 
Students should have a keen interest in the business world and have an ability to apply theoretical business concepts to real-life 
business scenarios. They should be enthusiastic and motivated to learn, and this should be demonstrated by their sustained 
awareness of the business world around them. As such, students should regularly follow the business news through print media 
or news websites such as the BBC. The internal assessment (a written report of 2000 words) requires both strong research and 
report writing skills. 
 
 
Potential careers 
 
The Business and Management course is excellent preparation for the world of work as no matter what career a student decides 
to follow, there will always be an element of business within it. Whether it be a career in medicine or law, architecture or 
horticulture, an understanding of how businesses operate will prove invaluable. In addition, the BAM course helps students 
develop skills that are critical and easily transferable to the world of work. BAM requires students to have an inquisitive mind 
and to have the ability to apply theory to real life business situations. Students are encouraged to have an astute awareness of 
the world around them and an understanding of how organisations ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘΦ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ 
business functions, BAM proves to be excellent preparation for any career in the corporate world, such as in human resources, 
marketing, finance or operations.  



 

Business and Management - Higher Level 
 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

Core Content: 

 

Term 1 Topic 1: Business Organisation 
              and environment 
Á 1.1 Nature of business activity 
Á 1.2 Types of organization 
Á 1.3 Organisational objectives 
Á 1.4 Stakeholders 
Á 1.6 Organisational planning tools 
 
Term 2 Topic 2: Human Resources 
Á 2.2 Organisational structure 
Á 2.1 Human resource planning 
Á 2.4 Leadership and management 
Á 2.3 Communication 
Á 2.5 Motivation 
 
Term 3 Topic 3: Accounts and Finance 
Á 3.1 Sources of finance 
Á 3.3 Working capital 
Á 3.4 Budgeting (HL only) 
Á 3.2 Investment appraisal 
 
Term 4 Topic 5:Operations Management 
Á 5.2 Costs and revenues 
Á 5.3 Break-even analysis 
Á 5.1 Production methods 
Á 5.4 Quality assurance 
            Topic 6: Business Strategy 
Á Strategic analysis 
 
Term 5 Topic 4: Marketing 
Á 4.1 The role of marketing 
Á 4.2 Marketing planning 
Á 4.3 Product 
Á 4.4 Price 
Á 4.5 Promotion 

 

 
 
Á 1.7 Growth and evolution 
Á 1.8 Change and the management of 

change (HL only) 
Á 1.5 External environment 
Á 1.9 Globalisation 
 
HL only: 
Á 2.6 Organisational and corporate cultures 
Á 2.7 Employer and employee relations  
Á 2.8 Crisis management and contingency 

planning 
 
 
Á 3.5 Final accounts 
Á 3.6 Ratio analysis 
Start internal assessment 
 
 
 
Á 5.7 Production planning 
Á 5.5 Location 
Á 5.6 Innovation (HL only) 
Á 5.8 Project management (HL only) 
 
Á Strategic choice 
 
Á 4.6 Place 
Á 4.7 International marketing 
Á 4.8 E-commerce 
Complete internal assessment 
Topic 6: Business Strategy 
Á Strategic implementation 

Option Topics: None 

Internal Assessment: 25% on one 2000 word report on a particular business facing a decision or issue to resolve  

External Assessment: 
тр҈ 9ȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ω tŀǇŜǊ мΥ tǊŜ-seen case study with four compulsory questions and one from 
ǘǿƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ όпл҈ύ ω tŀǇŜǊ нΥ four from six unseen case study questions 
(35%) 

 

May 2007 Results  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  

% achieving grade  0  3  13  32  33  16  4  

 
Comparison between this course and A Level 
 
Comparison with the AQA A Level syllabus shows that both the IB and the A level cover the same major theoretical content. The 
AS units tend to provide a grounding in key areas of business and are essentially quite straightforward, with A2 units offering 
extension and a focus on strategy rather than tactics. There are no optional units in either the IB or the A level. The A level does 
not contain any coursework assessment. 
 
Exam papers predominantly use unseen case studies, however there is one pre-released case study at A2. At A2 level the 
examinations are synoptic.  
 
We have tended to find that results can be more unpredictable at A Level but that there is often a wider range of marks than at 
IB where results have been more grouped around an average.  
 
Contact for further information 
Mrs Anna Kaisharis: anna.kaisharis@tts.edu.sg 

mailto:anna.kaisharis@tts.edu.sg


 

GROUP 3 (INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES) 
 
 
 

ECONOMICS - STANDARD LEVEL 
 
 
 
Aims 
 
The aims of the Economics programme at both Higher and Standard Levels are: 
 

¶ To provide students with a core knowledge of Economics 

¶ Encourage students to think critically about Economics 

¶ Promote an awareness and understanding of internationalism in Economics 

¶ 9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎ 

¶ Enable students to distinguish between positive and normative economics 

¶ Enable students to recognize their own tendencies for bias. 
 

 

 
Course description 
 
The main goal of Economics at Tanglin Trust School is to allow students to gain an understanding of Economic theory and its 
application to the world around them.  Economics provides the knowledge and insight necessary to understand the impact of 
developments in business, society and the world economy. It enables us to understand the decisions of households, firms and 
governments based on human behaviour, beliefs, structure, constraints and need.  
 
Economics addresses many issues that society currently faces but can equally be applied to questions such as What makes a 
luxury item such as a diamond more expensive than a necessity like water?and Why should public transport be subsidised by the 
government?  
 
Over the course students will cover the following units: 
Á Microeconomics 
Á Macroeconomics 
Á International Economics 
Á Development Economics 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Requirements 
 
To follow Economics at Standard level, students should have at least a B in GCSE Mathematics and GCSE English; however, no 
prior knowledge of Economics is necessary to undertake this course of study.  However, a familiarity with Economic concepts 
would be an advantage.  You should have an interest in global current affairs and in exploring the points of view of different 
individuals, nations and cultures in the world economy. The rigours of the course will require you to be motivated, enthusiastic 
and committed to your studies.  

 
Potential careers 
 
The study of economics will provide numerical, analytical and descriptive skills, and through the study of economics you will learn 
how to extract the essential elements from complex issues and gain an understanding of the relationship between the different 
elements. You will learn how to think in a careful and precise way, how to analyse problems and communicate your findings 
effectively. All of these skills, developed through the study of Economics, are valued in a wide range of careers such as such as 
accountancy, financial services, business management, marketing, politics, sales and the civil service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Economics - Standard Level 
 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

Core Content: 

 
Term 1     
Á Introduction to Economics 
This unit will cover the basis terminology and concepts of Economics and will introduce the role 
of Economics in real world situations.  This section will explore what markets and governments 
can and cannot do in the cases of both MEDCs and LEDCs. 
  
Term 2                        
Á Microeconomics 
The purpose of this unit is to identify and explain the importance of markets and the role played 
by demand and supply.  The failures of the market system (such as pollution) will also be 
identified and possible solutions will be examined.   

 
Term 3  
Á  Macroeconomics 
This ǳƴƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƳŀŎǊƻŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ 
Economic development, unemployment, inflation and income distribution.  Economic strategies 
available to governments will be introduced and evaluated and applied to various economies 
throughout the world. 
        
Term 4  
Á  International Economics 
In this unit the reasons why countries trade and the problems that they may face as a result are 
explored. The role of the World Trade Organisation and trading blocs will be addressed and the 
arguments for and against free trade and globalization will be evaluated. 
 
Term 5 
Á Development Economics 
The main purpose of this unit is to understand the problems faced by LEDCs and to develop an 
awareness of possible solutions to these problems. This unit also provides the opportunity for an 
in-depth exploration of the trade vs. aid debate.              
                              

Option Topics: None 

Internal Assessment: 25% on a portfolio of four commentaries on news articles.  

External Assessment: 

75% Examination  
Á Paper 1: One essay from four (25%)  
Á Paper 2: three questions from five data response questions (50%)  

 

May 2007 Results 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  

% achieving grade 0  2  13  19  31  24  12  

 
 
Comparison between this course and A Level 
 
The IB and Edexcel A Level syllabi are quite similar. Most of the core content of both IB Higher and Standard Level is similar 
although Standard Level does not including the Theory of the Firm, some more advanced macro-economics such as the 
Expectations Augmented Phillips Curve and a few other smaller topics. With the omission of these topics, the Standard Level is 
taught and assessed to the same depth of knowledge, analysis, application and evaluation as Higher Level. 
 
The coursework requirements at A level are similar to Higher Level, but the exams consist of only two rather than three papers 
for Higher.  
 
Contact for further information 
Miss Mhairi Elliott: mhairi.elliott@tts.edu.sg 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mhairi.elliott@tts.edu.sg


 

GROUP 3 (INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES) 
 
 
 

ECONOMICS- HIGHER LEVEL 
 
 
 
Aims 
 
The aims of the Economics programme at both Higher and Standard Levels are: 
 

¶ To provide students with a core knowledge of Economics 

¶ Encourage students to think critically about Economics 

¶ Promote an awareness and understanding of internationalism in Economics 

¶ 9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎ 

¶ Enable students to distinguish between positive and normative Economics 

¶ Enable students to recognize their own tendencies for bias. 
 

 

 
 

Course description 
 
The main goal of Economics at Tanglin Trust School is to allow students to gain an understanding of Economic theory and its 
application to the world around them.  Economics provides the knowledge and insight necessary to understand the impact of 
developments in business, society and the world economy. It enables us to understand the decisions of households, firms and 
governments based on human behaviour, beliefs, structure, constraints and need.  
 
Economics addresses many issues that society currently faces but can equally be applied to questions such as What makes a 
luxury item such as a diamond more expensive than a necessity like water? and Why should public transport be subsidised by 
the government?  
 
Over the course students will cover the following units: 

Á Microeconomics 
Á Macroeconomics 
Á International Economics 
Á Development Economics 

 

 
Requirements 
 
To follow Economics at Higher level, students should have at least a B in GCSE Mathematics and GCSE English; however, no 
prior knowledge of Economics is necessary to undertake this course of study.  However, a familiarity with economic concepts 
would be an advantage.  You should have an interest in global current affairs and in exploring the points of view of different 
individuals, nations and cultures in the world economy. The rigours of the course will require you to be motivated, enthusiastic 
and committed to your studies. 

 
Potential careers 
 
The study of Economics will provide numerical, analytical and descriptive skills, and through the study of economics you will learn 
how to extract the essential elements from complex issues and gain an understanding of the relationship between the different 
elements. You will learn how to think in a careful and precise way, how to analyse problems and communicate your findings 
effectively. All of these skills, developed through the study of economics, are valued in a wide range of careers such as such as 
accountancy, financial services, business management, marketing, politics, sales and the civil service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

Economics - Higher Level 
 
5 TERM OVERVIEW 

Core Content: 

 
Term 1                                              
Á Introduction to Economics 
This unit will cover the basis terminology and concepts of economics and will introduce the role 
of Economics in real world situations.  This section will explore what markets and governments 
can and cannot do in the cases of both MEDCs and LEDCs. 
  
Term 2                          
Á Microeconomics 
The purpose of this unit is to identify and explain the importance of markets and the role played 
by demand and supply.  The failures of the market system (such as pollution) will also be 
identified and possible solutions will be examined.  At higher level, this unit will also investigate 
the roles played by consumers, producers and the government in different market structures.  

 
Term 3  
Á  Macroeconomics 
This ǳƴƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƳŀŎǊƻŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ 
Economic development, unemployment, inflation and income distribution.  Economic strategies 
available to governments will be introduced and evaluated and applied to various economies 
throughout the world. At higher level, this unit will address these economic strategies in more 
depth. 
        
Term 4  
Á  International Economics 
In this unit the reasons why countries trade and the problems that they may face as a result are 
explored. The role of the World Trade Organisation and trading blocs will be addressed and the 
arguments for and against free trade and globalization will be evaluated. At higher level, the 
issues surrounding economic integration will be investigated in more depth. 
 
Term 5 
Á Development Economics 
The main purpose of this unit is to understand the problems faced by LEDCs and to develop an 
awareness of possible solutions to these problems. This unit also provides the opportunity for an 
in-depth exploration of the trade vs. aid debate. 
  

Option Topics: None 

Internal Assessment: 25% on a portfolio of four commentaries on news articles.  

External Assessment: 

75% Examination  
Á Paper 1: One essay from four (25%)  
Á Paper 2: three questions from five data response questions (50%)  

 
 

May 2007 Results 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  

% achieving grade 0  2  13  19  31  24  12  
 

 
 
Comparison between this course and A Level 
 
The IB and Edexcel A Level syllabi are quite similar. Most of the core content of both IB Higher and Standard Level is similar 
although Standard Level does not including the Theory of the Firm, some more advanced macro-economics such as the 
Expectations Augmented Phillips Curve and a few other smaller topics. With the omission of these topics, the Standard Level is 
taught and assessed to the same depth of knowledge, analysis, application and evaluation as Higher Level. 
 
The coursework requirements at A level are similar to Higher Level, but the exams consist of only two rather than three papers 
for Higher.  
 
Contact for further information 
Miss Mhairi Elliott: mhairi.elliott@tts.edu.sg 
 

 

 

mailto:mhairi.elliott@tts.edu.sg


 

GROUP 3 (INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES) 
 
 

GEOGRAPHY - STANDARD LEVEL 
 
 
Aims 
 

The aims of the Geography programme at both Higher and Standard Levels are firstly to support the fundamental philosophy 
outlined by the Group 3 Individuals and Societies: 
 
1. Encourage the systematic and critical study of human experience and behaviour; physical, economic and social 

environments; and the history and development of social and cultural institutions 
2. Develop in the student the capacity to identify, to analyse critically and to evaluate theories, concepts and arguments 

about the nature and activities of the individual and society 
3.  Enable the student to collect, describe and analyse data used in studies of society, to test hypotheses, and to interpret 

complex data and source material 
4.  Promote the appreciation of the way in which learning is relevant both to the culture in which the student lives, and the 

culture of other societies 
5.  Develop an awareness in the student that human attitudes and beliefs are widely diverse and that the study of society 

requires an appreciation of such diversity 
6.  Enable the student to recognize that the content and methodologies of the subjects in group 3 are contestable and that 

their study requires the toleration of uncertainty. 
  
More specifically the aims of the Geography syllabus at SL and HL are to enable students to: 
1.  Develop an understanding of the interrelationships between people, places, spaces and the environment 
2.  Develop a concern for human welfare and the quality of the environment, and an understanding of the need for planning 

and sustainable management   
3.  Appreciate the relevance of geography in analysing contemporary issues and challenges, and develop a global perspective 

of diversity and change. 
  
Course description 
 

At Tanglin Trust School Geography is taught as a global dynamic subject that is firmly grounded in the real world and focuses on 
the interactions between individuals, societies and the physical environment in both time and space. It seeks to develop and 
support the ever enquiring mind of the developments, links and changes between the physical and human worlds.  Patterns and 
processes are studied and trends identified, looking to the future geographical world in which IB students will live and help to 
shape. IB Geography will investigate the way that people adapt and respond to change and help to develop ideas and 
management strategies associated with such change. Geography describes and helps to explain the similarities and differences 
between spaces and places. These will be taught using local, regional and international exemplars. Local fieldwork will take place 
to support and enhance the course and all students will take part in a residential fieldtrip to Northern Thailand in Year 12.  
 

Standard Level students will study the following: 
Geography Core Units- Patterns and Change 

1. Populations in Transition 
2.  Disparities in Wealth and Development 
3. Patterns in Environmental Quality and Sustainability 
4. Patterns in Resource Consumption 

Optional Themes (Two of the following) 
1. Freshwater - Issues and Conflicts 
2. Oceans and their Coastal Margins 
3. Extreme Environment   
4. Hazards and Disasters - Risk Assessment and 

Responses 
Standard Level Geography Diploma students will submit a written report based on fieldwork in Northern Thailand. This report 
will be no more than 2,500 words and will be worth 25% of their final mark. 
 
Requirements 
 

To take IB Diploma Geography at the Standard Level students should have at least a B grade in GCSE Geography or an equivalent 
course. 
 

Potential careers 
 

Current concern about climate change, shrinking energy resources and sustainability make Geography a contemporary and 
very relevant course to study.  Geography students are highly sought after in areas such as finance and banking, hydrology and 
flood management, education, surveying, GIS, climatology, urban and transport planning, emergency management, 
demography, oceanography and many other areas.  Geography students have excellent transferable skills making them 
attractive to virtually all employment sectors.  
 
ά¢ŜŀƳ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΣ ǎŜƭŦ ǎǘŀǊǘŜǊǎΣ L¢ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘŜΣ ƎƻƻŘ Řŀǘŀ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǎƪills - these are all attributes where Geographers 
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Geography - Standard Level 
 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

Core & Option Content: 

Term 1                                              
Á Populations in Transition 
Á Freshwater ς Issues and Conflicts 
 
Term 2               
Á Disparities in Wealth and Development 
Á Oceans and their Coastal Margins 
Á Residential Fieldtrip 

 
Term 3   
Á Geographical skills and Fieldwork 
Á Extreme Environment 

         
Term 4   
Á  Patterns in Environmental Quality and Sustainability 
Á Hazards and Disasters ς Risk Assessment and response 
 
Term 5 
Á Patterns in Resource consumption 

Option Topics: 

IƛƎƘŜǊ [ŜǾŜƭΥ CƻǳǊ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘΥ !ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƛǎǘ !Τ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƛǎǘ .Φ ω List A: 
Drainage basins and their management; Coasts and their management; Arid environments and 
their management; Lithospheric processes and hazards; Ecosystems and human activity; Climatic 
ƘŀȊŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ω List B: Contemporary issues in geographical regions; Settlements; 
tǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΥ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΤ DƭƻōŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ω List C: Topographic mapping  Standard 
Level: Any two topics from the Higher Level lists.  

Internal Assessment: SL = 20% Fieldwork Report (SL maximum 1500 words) externally moderated. 

External Assessment: 

9ȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ {[ Ґ ул҈ 9ȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ω tŀǇŜǊ мΥ /ƻǊŜ ǎȅƭƭŀōǳǎ ƻŦ о ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ This paper 
ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ I[ ŀƴŘ {[ όнр҈ I[κпл҈ {[ύ ω tŀǇŜǊ нΥ hǇǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Ŝǎǎŀȅ 
and structured questions. For SL: 2 questions, each on a different topic. This paper is common 
between HL and SL (50% HL/40% SL) 

 

May 2007 Results 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  

% achieving grade HL 0  2  5  20  29  31  14  

% achieving grade SL 0  6  15  27  26  17  9  

 
 
Comparison between this course and A Level 
 
The requirements of the syllabus and the standard of the exam are broadly comparable to A2. 
 
However, the IB is keen to stress the inter-relationships between the Core and the different modules. The IB course is an 
άƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭέ ǎȅƭƭŀōǳǎΣ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ 
 
The aims of the IB course are: 
 
ω Develop a global perspective and a sense of world interdependence 
ω Understanding between people, places and environments 
ω Concern for quality of the environment; sustainable development 
ω Recognise the need for social justice, equity, combat bias, prejudice, appreciate diversity 
 
It is important to recognise that Standard Level is not inherently easier than Higher Level. Students study the same Core as at 
Higher Level, and only 2 of the Option Themes. The examination questions are the same for both SL and HL. 
 
Contact for further information 
Mrs Lesley Allen: Lesley.allen@tts.edu.sg 

mailto:Lesley.allen@tts.edu.sg


 

GROUP 3 (INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES) 
 

GEOGRAPHY - HIGHER LEVEL 
 

Aims 
 

The aims of the Geography programme at both Higher and Standard Levels are firstly to support the fundamental philosophy 
outlined by the Group 3 Individuals and Societies: 
 

1.  Encourage the systematic and critical study of: human experience and behaviour; physical, economic and social 
environments; and the history and development of social and cultural institutions 

2.  Develop in the student the capacity to identify, to analyse critically and to evaluate theories, concepts and arguments 
about the nature and activities of the individual and society 

3.  Enable the student to collect, describe and analyse data used in studies of society, to test hypotheses, and to interpret 
complex data and source material 

4.  Promote the appreciation of the way in which learning is relevant both to the culture in which the student lives, and the 
culture of other societies 

5. Develop an awareness in the student that human attitudes and beliefs are widely diverse and that the study of society 
requires an appreciation of such diversity 

6. Enable the student to recognize that the content and methodologies of the subjects in group 3 are contestable and that 
their study requires the toleration of uncertainty. 

 

More specifically the aims of the Geography syllabus at SL and HL are to enable students to: 
1.  Develop an understanding of the interrelationships between people, places, spaces and the environment 
2.  Develop a concern for human welfare and the quality of the environment, and an understanding of the need for planning 

and sustainable management   
3.  Appreciate the relevance of geography in analysing contemporary issues and challenges, and develop a global 

perspective of diversity and change. 
  

Course description 
 

At Tanglin Trust School geography is taught as a global dynamic subject that is firmly grounded in the real world and focuses on the 
interactions between individuals, societies and the physical environment in both time and space. It seeks to develop and support 
the ever inquiring mind of the developments, links and changes between the physical and human worlds.  Patterns and processes 
are studied and trends identified, looking to the future geographical world in which IB students will live and help to shape. IB 
Geography will investigate the way that people adapt and respond to change and help to develop ideas and management strategies 
associated with such change. Geography describes and helps to explain the similarities and differences between spaces and places. 
Local fieldwork will take place to support and enhance the course and all students will take part in a residential fieldtrip to Northern 
Thailand in Year 12.  
 

Higher Level students will study the following: 
Geography Core Units ς Patterns and Change 

1. Populations in Transition 
2.  Disparities in Wealth and Development 
3. Patterns in Environmental Quality and Sustainability 
4. Patterns in Resource Consumption 

Option Themes (Three of the following) 
1. Freshwater - Issues and Conflicts 
2. Oceans and their Coastal Margins 
3. Extreme Environment    
4. Hazards and Disasters-Risk Assessment &Responses 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Higher Level - Global Interactions 
1. Measuring Global Interactions 
2. Changing Space - The Shrinking World 
3. Economic Interactions and Flows 
4. Environmental Change 
5. Socio-cultural Exchanges 
6. Political Outcomes 
7. Global Interactions at the Local Level 

 

Higher Level Geography Diploma students will submit a written report based on fieldwork in Northern Thailand. This report will 
be no more than 2,500 words and will be worth 20% of their final mark. 
 

Requirements 
 

To take IB Diploma Geography at the Higher Level students should have at least a B grade in GCSE Geography or an equivalent 
course. 
 Potential careers 
 

Current concern about climate change, shrinking energy resources and sustainability make Geography a contemporary and 
very relevant course to study.  Geography students are highly sought after in areas such as finance and banking, hydrology and 
flood management, education, surveying, GIS, climatology, urban and transport planning, emergency management, 
demography, oceanography and many other areas.  Geography students have excellent transferable skills making them 
attractive to virtually all employment sectors.  
 

ά¢ŜŀƳ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΣ ǎŜƭŦ ǎǘŀǊǘŜǊǎΣ L¢ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘŜΣ ƎƻƻŘ Řŀǘŀ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǎƪills - these are all attributes where 
GŜƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊǎ ΨǘƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄΩΦ ά όwƻȅŀƭ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅύ 
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Geography - Higher Level 
 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

Core & Option Content: 

Term 1                                              
Á Populations in Transition 
Á Freshwater ς Issues and Conflicts 
Á Measuring Global Interactions 
 
Term 2                           
Á Disparities in Wealth and Development 
Á Oceans and their Coastal Margins 
Á Changing Space ς The Shrinking World 
Á Residential Fieldtrip 

 
Term 3   
Á Geographical skills and Fieldwork 
Á Global Interactions at the Local level 
            
Term 4   
Á  Patterns in Environmental Quality and Sustainability 
Á Hazards and Disasters ς Risk Assessment and response 
Á Environmental Change 
 
Term 5 
Á Patterns in Resource consumption 
Á Socio-cultural Exchanges 
Á Political Outcomes                  

Option Topics: 

IƛƎƘŜǊ [ŜǾŜƭΥ CƻǳǊ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘΥ !ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƛǎǘ !Τ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƛǎǘ .Φ ω List A: 
Drainage basins and their management; Coasts and their management; Arid environments and 
their management; Lithospheric processes and hazards; Ecosystems and human activity; Climatic 
ƘŀȊŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ω List B: Contemporary issues in geographical regions; Settlements; 
Productive activities: aspects of change; Globalizŀǘƛƻƴ ω List C: Topographic mapping  Standard 
Level: Any two topics from the Higher Level lists.  

Internal Assessment: HL = 25% Fieldwork Report (HL maximum 2500 words) externally moderated. 

External Assessment: 

I[ Ґ тр҈ 9ȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ω tŀǇŜǊ мΥ /ƻǊŜ ǎȅƭƭŀōǳǎ ƻŦ о ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ This paper is common 
between HL and SL (25% HLύ ω tŀǇŜǊ нΥ hǇǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Ŝǎǎŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜŘ 
questions. For HL: 4 questions, each on a different topic. This paper is common between HL and 
SL (50% HL) 

 

May 2007 Results 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  

% achieving grade HL 0  2  5  20  29  31  14  

% achieving grade SL 0  6  15  27  26  17  9  
 
 

Comparison between this course and A Level 
 
The requirements of the syllabus and the standard of the exam are broadly comparable to A2. 
However, the IB is keen to stress the inter-relationships between the Core and the different modules. The IB course is an 
άƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭέ ǎȅƭƭŀōǳǎΣ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ from many parts of the world. 
 
The aims of the IB course are: 
 

ω Develop a global perspective and a sense of world interdependence 
ω Understanding between people, places and environments 
ω Concern for quality of the environment; sustainable development 
ω Recognise the need for social justice, equity, combat bias, prejudice, appreciate diversity 
 

It is important to recognise that Standard Level is not inherently easier than Higher Level. Students study the same Core as at 
Higher Level, and only 2 of the Option Themes. The examination questions are the same for both SL and HL. 
 
Contact for further information 
Mrs Lesley Allen: Lesley.allen@tts.edu.sg 

 

 

 

mailto:Lesley.allen@tts.edu.sg


 

GROUP 3 (INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES) 
 
 
 

HISTORY: 20TH
 CENTURY WORLD HISTORY - STANDARD LEVEL 

 
 
 
Aims 
 
In common with all Group 3 subjects the aim (at Standard and Higher levels) is to study human experience and behaviour.  
To analyse different theories, concepts and arguments existing about individuals and society. To collect, describe and 
analyse data to test hypotheses. To promote an appreciation of how your own learning is relevant to your culture and to 
others. To learn to appreciate human diversity in attitudes and opinions and to recognize that the content and methodology 
which you cover may be contestable. 

 
Specific to History: 

¶ To promote an understanding of History as a discipline. 
¶ To encourage an understanding of the present through the past. 
¶ To encourage understanding of the impact of historical developments at regional, national and 

international levels. 
¶ ¢ƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀƴ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 

experiences of different cultures. 
 

The acquisition of historical skills will be applicable to related areas as well as the subject itself ς for example; recognizing 
how and why opinions and interpretations differ. You will also develop your understanding of and empathy for, people living 
in other periods and contexts. 

 
Course description 
 
History is a discipline that will give you an understanding of yourself and others in relation to the world, both past and present. 
At Tanglin we have chosen a course which provides a mixture of cultural, political, religious and ideological diversity which 
spans the twentieth century. We have selected an interesting and thought provoking range of leaders and events which will 
provide ample opportunity to see how wide the web of history spreads in terms of causes and consequences. It will prove 
intrinsically interesting and will provide an in depth view of some of the most influential elements of the last century. The 
course is assessed via a source analysis paper, an essay paper and a historical investigation and the topic areas are as follows: 
 

¶ The Arab-Israeli conflict 1945-79 
¶ Origins and Development of Single Party States 
¶ The Cold War 
¶ Historical Investigation ς free choice for investigation 

 

Requirements 
 
To take on the Standard Level course you would benefit from having achieved a B grade at GCSE or in an equivalent/related 
subject, like English. Further to this, you should be an enthusiastic and capable reader and written communicator as the course 
requires a great deal of independent research from a variety of sources, but principally from several in depth text books.  A 
successful candidate should have a great interest in current affairs, which should extend to an appreciation of the political, 
cultural, racial, religious and ideological diversity of the world. The greater prior understanding of this diversity the better, 
although it is not a requirement. 

 
Potential careers 
 
History is renowned as a subject of great academic rigour which develops highly knowledgeable people with a well rounded 
view of the world and an appreciation of diversity and an awareness and understanding of often conflicting interpretations. It 
has traditionally lent itself well to careers in media, journalism, politics, international relations, education and research. 
However, because of the analytical approach and evaluation of evidence and interpretation it is also favoured by the 
accounting and legal professions. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

History: 20th Century World History - Standard Level 
 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

Core Content: 

Term 1    
20

th
 Century World History ς Topics 

Origins and Development of Authoritarian and 
Single-Party States                                      
 
Term 2    
20

th
 Century World History ς Topics 

Origins and Development of Authoritarian and 
Single-Party States                                      
              
Historical Investigation 
 
Term 3, 4 and 5   
20

th
 Century World History ς Topics 

The Cold War 
 
 
20

th
 Century World History ς Prescribed Subjects 

The Arab-Israeli Conflict 1945-79 
      

 
 
Á Hitler 
Á Mao 
 
 
 
 
 

Á Mussolini 
 
Á An internally assessed piece of historical 

enquiry on a topic of your choice 
 
Á Origins and Nature 
Á Development and Impact 
Á Decline and End 
 
Á British mandate ς British withdrawal 
Á Palestinian Diaspora and establishment of the 

Israeli State 
Á Suez Crisis, Arabism, Zionism and the PLO. The 
с 5ŀȅ ŀƴŘ hŎǘΩто ǿŀǊǎ 

Á The roles of the USA, USSR and UNO 
Á Camp David and Egyptian-Israeli Peace 

Agreement 

Option Topics: Selected from the Core 

Paper 1 1 of 3 document topics 

Paper 2 Six thematic topics  

Paper 3 
(HL only) Regional options offered: Africa; Americas; East and South East Asia and Oceania; Europe; South 
Asia and the Middle East.  

Internal 
Assessment: 

Selected from the Core 

External 
Assessment: 

{[ Ґ тр҈ 9ȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ω tŀǇŜǊ мΥ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ όол҈ {[ύ ω tŀǇŜǊ нΥ ¢ǿƻ 
ŎƻƳǇǳƭǎƻǊȅ Ŝǎǎŀȅǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŦƛǾŜ ƻǊ ǎƛȄ ǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ όпр҈ {[ύ ω  

 

May 2007 Results  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  

% achieving grade HL  0  1  8  24  35  22  10  

% achieving grade SL  0  1  7  24  39  22  6  
 

Comparison between this course and A Level 
 

Comparison between IB and A Level History is difficult. There are some similarities in that there is a document paper and a 
coursework requirement. However in the core IB Papers  the style of assessment is very different. 
 

Paper 2 on the IB course is a thematic paper requiring the candidates to answer over time and over region. An example might 
ōŜ Ψ/ƻƳǇŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘǿƻ ŘƛŎǘŀǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƛƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩΦ This type of 
question requires the candidate to be able to move through macro style themes very rapidly while at the same time having 
precise knowledge to illustrate an idea. In the A Level course the students do a synoptic paper on a theme over a hundred year 
period. For example Ψ¢ƘŜ wƛǎŜ ƻŦ DŜǊƳŀƴ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳ мумр-мфмфΩ ōǳǘ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛǎ ƪŜǇǘ ǘƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ !ǎ ǎǳŎƘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
difficult to compare the papers.  
 

Paper 3 on the IB course is a survey paper of a given region (for example, Europe 1815-1945, or Middle East 1890-1990). This 
paper requires the candidates to have an overview of the key themes and process of the period and the ability to answer very 
ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ Ψ!ǎǎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ LLΩǎ ǊŜŦƻǊƳǎ ƻƴ /мф wǳǎǎƛŀΩΦ ¢ƘŜ !{ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǇŀǇŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƛghter 
timeframe. 
 

The coursework assignments are very different in structure. The IB coursework is mechanical in its structure and requires the 
candidates to structure their argument into a number of very clearly defined sections. The A Level coursework is much more in 
the traditional research essay form. The two courses therefore develop different historical skills and have different aims. 
 

While IB History is more broad in its topics covering themes from around the world with the A level course being far more Euro-
centric, both courses develop the necessary skills to enable students to progress to further study at undergraduate level. 
 
Contact for further information 
 Mr Robert Gulston: robert.gulston@tts.edu.sg 
 

mailto:robert.gulston@tts.edu.sg


 

GROUP 3 (INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES) 
 
 

 

HISTORY:  20TH
 CENTURY WORLD HISTORY - HIGHER LEVEL 

 
 
 

Aims  
 
In common with all Group 3 subjects the aim (at Standard and Higher levels) is to study human experience and behaviour.  
To analyse different theories, concepts and arguments existing about individuals and society. To collect, describe and 
analyse data to test hypotheses. To promote an appreciation of how your own learning is relevant to your culture and to 
others. To learn to appreciate human diversity in attitudes and opinions and to recognize that the content and methodology 
which you cover may be contestable. 
 
Specifically in History you will gain an understanding of History as a discipline. You will be encouraged to gain an 
understanding of the present through the past through critical evaluation. You will understand the impact of historical 
developments at regional, national and international levels and will develop an awareness of your own historical identity 
through the study of the historical experiences of different cultures. 
The acquisition of historical skills will be applicable to related areas as well as the subject itself ς for example; recognizing 
how and why opinions and interpretations differ. You will also develop your understanding of and empathy for, people living 
in other periods and contexts. 

Course description 
 
History Route 2 is a discipline that will give you an understanding of yourself and others in relation to the world, both past and 
present. At Tanglin we have chosen a course which provides a mixture of cultural, political, religious and ideological diversity 
which span the twentieth century. At Higher Level you will experience particularly in-depth study of influential periods of 
history and will develop a clear ability to synthesize and critically evaluate knowledge. We have selected an interesting and 
thought provoking range of leaders and events which will provide ample opportunity to see how wide the web of history 
spreads in terms of causes and consequences. It will prove intrinsically interesting and will provide an in depth view of some of 
the most influential elements of the last century. The course is assessed via a source analysis paper, two essay papers and a 
historical investigation and the topic areas are as follows: 
 

¶ The Arab-Israeli conflict 1945-79 
¶ Origins and Development of Single Party States 
¶ The Cold War 
¶ Historical Investigation ς free choice for investigation by you 
¶ The Unification and Consolidation of Italy and Germany 
¶ European Diplomacy and the First World War 
¶ Imperial Russia, Revolution, Emergence of the Soviet State 1853-1924 

 
 
Requirements 
 
To take on the Higher Level course you would benefit from having achieved a B grade at GCSE or in an equivalent/related 
subject, like English. Further to this, you should be an enthusiastic and capable reader and written communicator; as the course 
dictates a great deal of independent research from a variety of sources, but principally from several in depth text books.  A 
successful candidate should have a great interest in current affairs, which should extend to an appreciation of the political, 
cultural, racial, religious and ideological diversity of the world. The greater prior understanding of this diversity the better, 
although it is not a requirement. 

 
 
Potential careers 
 
History is renowned as a subject of great academic rigour which develops highly knowledgeable people with a well rounded 
view of the world and an appreciation of diversity and an awareness and understanding of often conflicting interpretations. It 
has traditionally lent itself well to careers in media, journalism, politics, international relations, education and research. 
However, because of the analytical approach and evaluation of evidence and interpretation it is also favoured by the 
accounting and legal professions. 

 
 



 

History: 20th Century World History - Higher Level 
 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

Core Content: 

Term 1    
20

th
 Century World History ς Topics - Origins and 

Development of Authoritarian and Single-Party States    
Aspects of the History of Europe and the Middle East - 
Unification and Consolidation of Germany and Italy 1815-90 
 

Term 2      
20

th
 Century World History ς Topics : Origins and 

Development of Authoritarian and Single-Party States                                
Aspects of the History of Europe and the Middle East - 
Unification and Consolidation of Germany and Italy 1815-90 
European Diplomacy and the First World War          
 
Historical Investigation 
 

Term 3 
20

th
 Century World History ς Topics - The Cold War 

20
th

 Century World History ς Prescribed Subjects 
The Arab-Israeli Conflict 1945-79  
Aspects of the History of Europe and the Middle East - 
European Diplomacy and the First World War 
 

Term 4 and 5 
20

th
 Century World History ς Topics - The Cold War 

20
th

 Century World History ς Prescribed Subjects 
The Arab-Israeli Conflict 1945-79  
Aspects of the History of Europe and the Middle East - 
Imperial Russia, Revolutions, Emergence of Soviet State 
1853-9124 

 
Á Hitler 
Á Mao 
 

Á Revolutions 1815-48 ς Rise of Prussia 
  
Á Mussolini 
 

Á Decline of Austria ς .ƛǎƳŀǊŎƪΩǎ 
Germany 

Á Balance of power ς Balkan crises 
 
 
 

Á An internally assessed piece of 
historical enquiry on a topic of your 
choice 

 

Á Origins and Nature 
 

Á British mandate ςestablishment of the 
Israeli State 

Á Effects of WW1 on civilians ς Peace 
Treaties 

 

Á Development and Impact 
Á Decline and End 
Á Suez Crisis - Egyptian-Israeli Peace 

Agreement 
Á Alexanders I and II ς [ŜƴƛƴΩǎ wǳǎǎƛŀ 

Option Topics: Selected from the Core 

Paper 1 1 of 3 document topics   

Paper 2 Six thematic topics 

Paper 3 
(HL only) Regional options offered: Africa; Americas; East and South East Asia and Oceania; Europe; South 
Asia and the Middle East.  

Internal 
Assessment: 

Selected from the Core 

External 
Assessment: 

I[ Ґ ул҈ 9ȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ω tŀǇŜǊ мΥ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǇŀǇŜǊ on one of three topics (20% HLύ ω tŀǇŜǊ нΥ Two 
compulsory essays from five or six thematic topics (25% HLύ ω tŀǇŜǊ о όI[ ƻƴƭȅύΥ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ нр 
covering six topics (35% HL/40% SL) 

 

May 2007 Results  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  

% achieving grade -
HL  

0  1  8  24  35  22  10  

% achieving grade -
SL  

0  1  7  24  39  22  6  
 

Comparison between this course and A Level 
 

Comparison between IB and A Level History is difficult. There are some similarities in that there is a document paper and a 
coursework requirement. However in the core IB Papers the style of assessment is very different. 
 

Paper 2 on the IB course is a thematic paper requiring the candidates to answer over time and over region. An example might 
ōŜ Ψ/ƻƳǇŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘǿƻ ŘƛŎǘŀǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƛƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩΦ This type of 
question requires the candidate to be able to move through macro style themes very rapidly while at the same time having 
precise knowledge to illustrate an idea. In the A Level course the students do a synoptic paper on a theme over a hundred year 
ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ Ψ¢ƘŜ wƛǎŜ ƻŦ DŜǊƳŀƴ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳ мумр-мфмфΩ ōǳǘ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛǎ ƪŜǇǘ ǘƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ !ǎ ǎǳŎƘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
difficult to compare the papers.  
 

Paper 3 on the IB course is a survey paper of a given region (for example, Europe 1815-1945, or Middle East 1890-1990). This 
paper requires the candidates to have an overview of the key themes and process of the period and the ability to answer very 
focuseŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ Ψ!ǎǎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ LLΩǎ ǊŜŦƻǊƳǎ ƻƴ /мф wǳǎǎƛŀΩΦ ¢ƘŜ !{ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǇŀǇŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƛƎƘǘŜǊ 
time frame. 
 

The coursework assignments are very different in structure. The IB coursework is mechanical in its structure and requires the 
candidates to structure their argument into a number of very clearly defined sections. The A Level coursework is much more in 
the traditional research essay form. The two courses therefore develop different historical skills and have different aims. 
 

While IB History is more broad in its topics covering themes from around the world with the A level course being far more Euro-
centric, both courses develop the necessary skills to enable students to progress to further study at undergraduate level. 
 

Contact for further information 
 Mr Robert Gulston: robert.gulston@tts.edu.sg 

mailto:robert.gulston@tts.edu.sg


 

 
GROUP 3 (INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES) 
 
 
 

PHILOSOPHY - STANDARD LEVEL 
 
 
 
Aims 
 
The aims of the Philosophy course at both Higher and Standard Levels are: 
 

¶ To help the student develop an intellectually independent and creative way of thinking. 

¶ To help the student relate their philosophical understanding to other disciplines and to their personal, social and civic 
life, encouraging a questioning and integrated field of understanding. 

¶ To help students learn to formulate arguments that are intellectually sound and purposeful to the furtherance of 
human understanding. 

¶ To help that student examine critically their own experience and their ideological and cultural perspectives. 

¶ To help the student appreciate the diversity of philosophical thinking across disciplines, cultures and history. 

¶ To help the student appreciate the impact of cultural diversity upon philosophical thinking. 
 
 
Course description 
 
The IB Philosophy course encourages students to consider questions fundamental to human discourse and to offer a critical 
response through careful and thoughtful analysis. It engages with issues that are profound and complex, asking students to 
question the nature of reality, the nature of knowledge and what it is to be human. At Tanglin, the IB Philosophy will focus on 
ΨŘƻƛƴƎ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅΩΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀre expected to engage with the 
course in an intellectually rigorous way, recognising uncertainty and learning to tolerate it. This includes honing their analytical 
skills so that they can formulate coherent responses to the problems encountered. By the end of the course they should have 
developed their skills of analysis, expression and evaluation though the exploration of the following: 
 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ΨIǳƳŀƴΩ .ŜƛƴƎΚ 
                                  The relationship between mind and body 
                                  Could people be machines? 

Freewill and determinism 
 
Ethics 
                               Ethical Theory  
              Practical ethics  
                  
Prescribed text: Descartes Meditations. 
 
 
Requirements 
 
To study Philosophy at Standard Level, no former experience of the subject is necessary but students should have a B in GCSE 
English. They should be interested in the great questions of life and enjoy analyzing ideas and concepts.  They should be 
comfortable with reading texts and researching essays from a range of different sources.  As the initial experience of philosophy 
can be testing, students must enjoy being intellectually challenged and they must be motivated, enthusiastic and well 
organised.  
 
 
Potential careers 
 
¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ƛǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŀƴŀƭȅǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŦŀŎǳƭǘƛŜǎΣ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘink 
independently and helping them to recognize good arguments from poor. It requires a close reading of texts to identify errors 
in reasoning, bias and false assumptions. It encourages people to argue persuasively and coherently and, as such, is invaluable 
in any career that requires analytical thought and the ability to communicate clearly and succinctly. Philosophy specialists excel 
in careers such as law, politics, journalism, research and other related professions. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Philosophy - Standard Level 
 
 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

Core Content: 

 
Term 1                                              
Á What it is to be human 

- Personhood, mind/body problem/freewill and determinism 
 
Term 2        
Á Ethics 

- Ethical theory and practical ethics 
 

Term 3   
Á Ethics 
Á  Internal assessment  
            
Term 4   
-    Descartes Meditations  
 
Term 5 
Á Descartes Meditations 
 

Option Topics: 
{ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ [ŜǾŜƭΥ hƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƭƛǎǘΦ ω 9ǘƘƛŎǎΤ tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ tƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅΤ YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΤ tƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ 
of Culture; World Philosophies; Nature; Work and Technology; Philosophy of the Arts; and 
Philosophy of Religion  

Texts: Standard Level: One from a list. The text list ranges from Plato to Putnam 

Internal Assessment: 
нл҈ ƻƴ ǘǿƻ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ мΣллл ŀƴŘ мΣнлл ǿƻǊŘǎ ω 5ƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ 
a pupil-ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ όмл҈ύ ω /ǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ !ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ǇǊƻƳǇǘŜŘ ōȅ ǎƻƳŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ 
specifically outside the course (10%) 

External Assessment: ул҈ 9ȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ω tŀǇŜǊ мΥ /ƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ hǇǘƛƻƴǎ όпл҈ύ ω tŀǇŜǊ н ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜȄǘǎ όпл҈ύ 

 

May 2007 Results 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  

% achieving grade HL 0  0  4  15  37  35  9  

% achieving grade SL 0  3  14  23  26  22  12  

 
 
Comparison between this course and A Level 
 
The most radical difference is in the emphasis on the pupil developing a philosophical approach and a philosophical attitude 
ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘƛŎŀƭ ƛŘŜŀǎΦ ¢ƘǳǎΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ Option Themes, little credit is given for the simple recall of 
what philosophers have said concerning a particular problem. Much more credit is given to pupils who demonstrate an active 
appreciation of the problems themselves, plus the willingness to engage with them thoughtfully. Studying the Text, on the other 
hand, allows a pupil to master the ideas as expressed in the words of the philosopher, and then to engage critically with them. 
 
With regard to assessing equivalence of standards it is hard to honestly make a comparison given the different emphases in A 
Level and IB: effectiveness of recall would gain more marks at A Level and not count for much in IB; effectiveness of 
independent thought is regarded as more merit-worthy in the IB. 

 
 
 
Contact for further information 
Miss Patricia Voute: patricia.voute@tts.edu.sg 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:patricia.voute@tts.edu.sg



