
Courage of a Lion

Tanglin student Rand underwent a ground-breaking liver transplant 
as an infant. Now, she and her family reveal how the experience helped 
them harness the power of positivity

L-r: Cole Sirucek, Grace Park and Rand with family British Bulldogs Rainbow Sparkles, Princess Petunia 
and Blue Diamond Boy.

Watching Year 2 student Rand dance about her father’s home office wearing a pair 
of sparkly cat ears, it would be impossible to tell she had been in the hospital only 
two weeks previously due to an ongoing health condition. 

But it quickly becomes apparent that Rand, who in 2013 had a liver transplant aged only 
eight months, isn’t one to dwell on the negatives. When Tanglin chats remotely with the 
lively young girl and her parents, Cole Sirucek and Grace Park, during the circuit breaker 
period, there’s one particular story she is keen to share about her time in Mount Elizabeth 
Novena Hospital.

“Me and my dad built a pillow fort and it was bigger than he was!” she tells. “And when 
my mum came in, I was in the fort in a onesie, holding a torch up to my face.”

“We turned the room into a piece of art,” adds Cole, giving his daughter a high-five. 
“Rand, do you remember what you said to the hospital staff when they wanted to 



come in?”

She giggles. “I said, ‘What’s the password?’” 

As Rand reminisces about how she “had lots of fun” as an inpatient – she also 
mentions the building of a cardboard fireplace for Girl Scouts, playing with Roblox, 
chatting with her cousins on Zoom, and taking Cole on a “bear hunt” to buy 
a smoothie – Grace points out that for a week, Rand was also nil by mouth: 
no food or water allowed. “I did not feel sick, though,” adds Rand. “The only 
thing I felt was hungry.”

It was around two years ago, when Rand was aged five, that Cole and Grace first 
spoke with their daughter about the liver transplant she’d had as an infant. Says 
Cole, “She doesn’t remember it, of course, but I promise you we won’t forget!”

Born healthy, baby Rand appeared to be thriving when at her three-month check-up, 
the family’s paediatrician noticed her complexion was jaundiced and referred her 
to the hospital for a blood test. “Cole was flying home on a red-eye from London 
at the time and he said, ‘I’ll just go ahead and get this done,’” says Grace. “It was 
only meant to be a routine test.” 

One test turned into several, and the worried parents were later ushered into 
a “room full of surgeons” and told Rand’s liver was failing. The infant would 
to immediately undergo the Kasai procedure, an operation in which the blocked 
gall bladder and bile ducts are replaced with a section of small intestine to help 
slow liver damage. The procedure would buy Rand some time, but ultimately 
she would require a liver transplant. 

“As first-time parents, obviously our world turned upside down in that very 
moment,” recalls Grace. On the advice of a doctor friend, the couple conducted 
a global search for a liver and finally decided to take Rand to Japan for her surgery, 
staying in Kobe for around a month under the care of one of the pioneers of live 
liver transplant. It was during their hospital stay that Cole and Grace began laying 
the foundations for Rand in approaching her condition with positivity, good will, 
and good humour. 

“I didn’t want her first memories to be dour,” says Cole. “I thought, ‘She may 
not remember the details, but she definitely picks up the energetic impressions.’ So, 
I went out and bought a stereo – and we danced every night.” He turns to Rand. 
“Remember that song Dynamite [by Taio Cruz], that you love so much? We would 
play that all the time.”

Rand, who until now has been sitting on Grace’s lap, starts to dance. “The nurses 
would come in,” continues Cole, “and they would boom, ‘What’s going on in here?!’ 
And there I’d be” – he mimics holding a baby Rand to his chest – “dancing to 
Dynamite.” 

Later that year, when Rand was still only eight months old, the same surgical team 
from Japan performed her liver transplant in Singapore. The date, September 24th, 
2013, is one Grace particularly will never forget, since the surgery also involved Cole.
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is pragmatic about his inauspicious exit. “It made a good story a few months later,” 
he says, “although it was a weird time, thinking back on it.”

At Warwick itself, his path appeared already laid out. Its Department of Economics, 
at which Omar undertook a three-year course, is a seedbed for the workers of 
London's Square Mile. But Omar had other ideas. “All my friends were thinking about 

“He donated a piece of his liver, so Rand now has a piece of Daddy’s liver 
in her,” she explains. Cole’s liver was placed in the right-hand side of Rand’s 
body in a ground-breaking procedure known as a paediatric flipped live liver 
transplant; Rand is the youngest person ever to have undergone the surgery.

While Rand has recovered remarkably well in the years since, there can 
be ups and downs, or “the good, the bad and the ugly,” as Cole puts it. 

“I have to take medication, and I have to take multiple blood tests – that’s 
the ugly,” says Rand. “Iron pills taste disgusting. And the fasting is annoying 
 crazy annoying!” 

But the youngster, with the support of her parents, tries to focus her attention 
on the lessons her condition has taught her. “There’s things I wouldn’t appreciate 
without the transplant,” she tells. “[Fasting] gives me the time to realise just how 
much a single meal is worth. I appreciate it when I’m allowed to eat more than 
one meal a day.”

“My friends would tell you I’m cheerful. Even if I lose something or do something 
wrong, I’m still cheerful in the end.”

Like many children her age, Rand is already looking excitedly to the future 
and the possibilities that lie therein. One of her favourite hobbies is making 
movies – “I made one last night called ‘Spying on my Daddy,’ she says, with 
a gleam in her eye – but Rand sees her career path veering elsewhere. “I thought 
that I could become an artist,” she ponders, “but I was told it’s super hard to 
make money in that, so now I’m thinking about working at an animal shelter. 
I’m in a dilemma!”

One thing that’s certain is Rand’s determination to make her experience 
count. The student, who will be returning to the Tanglin campus this week, says, 
“It’s given me an opportunity to help people around the world – to help other 
people who might have had surgeries too.”

“Sometimes I wish that my liver was less of a problem, but also, I’m thankful 
for it.”

http://www.ubc.ca/prospective-students/
http://www.ubc.ca/prospective-students/

	Three Tanglin students receive more than $250,000  in UBC scholarships
	Roshni
	“I was thrilled to discover the University of British Columbia has awarded me scholarships totalling more than $100,000 – these consist of an International Major Entrance Scholarship, alongside two Outstanding International Student awards.
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