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THE TANGLIN LEARNER PROFILE 

Tanglin students, teachers, parents and leaders strive to be: 

 

Risk takers 
They approach unfamiliar situations with courage and have the independence of spirit to 

explore new leadership roles, ideas and strategies. 
 
 

Resilient Inquirers 
They develop curiosity and independence in learning through personal research and active questioning. They voice 

concerns, challenge assumptions and recognize we learn best from the mistakes we make and the questions we ask. 
 
 

Knowledgeable 
They develop understanding across a broad and balanced range of disciplines 

and actively seek knowledge independently. 
 
 

Thinkers 
They recognize developing critical and creative thinking skills to solve problems and 

establish reliable knowledge claims is essential. 
 
 

Communicators 
They develop confidence in different modes of communication and value second language acquisition. 

They work sensitively and effectively in collaboration with others. 

 

Open minded 
They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and are open to the perspectives, values and 

traditions of other individuals and communities. 
They are accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points of view. 

 
 

Balanced 
They understand the importance of intellectual, physical, social and emotional 

balance to achieve personal well-being. 
 

 

Reflective 
They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experiences to 

develop perseverance as a key attribute of learning. 
 
 

Principled 
They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of social justice and respect for the dignity of all groups and 

communities. They take responsibility for their own actions and the consequences that accompany them. 
They develop leadership skills based on these principles. 

 
 

Caring 
They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of others. 

They have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive difference to the lives of others and to the 
environment. 

 



The Sixth Form College at TTS 

 
The Sixth Form College is built around a curriculum of examination courses which lead to qualifications at Advanced Level (A-Level) 
or the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma. Both pathways are designed to allow every student the opportunity to achieve their 
academic and social potential. In addition, the Sixth Form environment with its leadership and co curricular opportunities, endorses 
high expectations and sense of community spirit. 

 

Sixth Form offers students many opportunities for personal development, academic study and growth, the development of 
leadership and collaborative skills, extra curricular activities and a chance to contribute to the wider community. Former students, 
reflecting on their time at TTS, report warmly on the lasting impact of the Sixth Form experience at TTS. All Sixth Form students have 
to work hard if they are to be successful at either IB or A-Level. To fulfil their potential, they must also develop and focus their 
commitment, energy and ambition. At TTS, we strive to promote the characteristics of the Learner Profile to prepare students 
generally for an independent life and for progression to higher education in particular. 

 
      

Entry to Sixth Form 

Sixth Form study is designed to allow students to pursue subjects in which they have a particular interest to much greater depth 
and breadth. As such, students are encouraged to opt for subjects they enjoy with a passion and to which they are willing and 
able to dedicate at least two more years of study. Naturally, a certain level of academic achievement in these subjects is 
also required for the student to be successful and to enable them to progress to university. 

 
The Declaration of Eligibility (DOE) is the standard entry requirement for all courses and is used to determine a student’s 
suitability for Sixth Form College. The DOE represents the department’s indication that a student, based on performance in a 
particular subject area, has both the attitude and aptitude to achieve at least a D at A Level or a 4 at IB at the end of Year 13, 
assuming good progress is made, and is therefore eligible to opt for the subject in the Sixth Form. The Pastoral DOE indicates 
whether the student will make a positive impact on the cohort. 

 
The DOE takes into consideration the student’s track record in terms of 

 

 Work ethic 

 Attitude 

 Conduct 

 Academic integrity 

 Contribution to school life 

 Positive impact on the cohort 

 Academic attainment to date 

 Mock examination results 

 

 
External applicants 

 
When considering a student’s suitability for entry to the Sixth Form College, the following criteria will apply 

 
 Work ethic 

 Attitude 

 Conduct 
 Academic integrity 

 Contribution to school life 

 Positive impact on the cohort 
  

      Successful applicants should have an average B grade profile, based on performance in the Mock (I)GCSE    
      examinations, with at least an (I)GCSE Grade B in the subjects to be pursued in the IB Diploma, unless otherwise specified. 



 
 
Movement to Year 13: 
 

 At A-Level: A grade D in the internal examination is required at the end of Year 12 to allow a student to progress to Year 13/A2. 

 At IB: It is our expectation that a student will be on track for at least 24 points by the end of Year 12, based on internal 

assessments and End of Year tests. 
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1. One of the purposes of this guide is not only to provide important information about particular IB courses but to 

highlight key differences in assessment and approach to equivalent A-Level subjects. This draws on information 
provided by a number of schools in the UK that have been successfully running dual A-Level and IB pathways 
for a number of years now. 

 
2. It is important to note that the IB Diploma Programme is a package, and the whole is bigger than the sum of 

its parts. In addition to subject specific knowledge, the academic challenge of concurrently  addressing six subjects 
(3 at Higher Level [HL] and 3 at Standard Level [SL], the Extended Essay and Theory of Knowledge allow 
students to develop excellent academic skills in preparation for further study.  

 
3. We believe that the breadth of the Diploma Programme adds a value independent of any specific course. It is 

hard to quantify the value of scientists being required to study literature, or of artists being required to study 
Mathematics, but we see it in our school and we believe that it adds much to the educational experience of 
those in the Sixth Form. 

It is absolutely vital that each student seeks specific advice on appropriate subject selection and level from both 
the Head of Subject and/or the IB Diploma Coordinator. 

 

4. IB is not a modular course 
• IB re-sits are available in May and November following graduation. 
• All IB grades are awarded by examination assessment at the end of the two years of study and by ongoing 

coursework. 
• IB examinations are totally synoptic  

 

5. The distinction between Higher Level and Standard Level is another important feature of the IB Diploma. Details 
vary from subject to subject, some subjects have some common examination papers, and for these papers the 
Standard Level can be as conceptually demanding as the Higher Level. Please look at courses closely. 

6. The assessment is criterion based not norm-referenced. While there are small fluctuations in the percentage of 
candidates gaining a top score (7) in individual IB subjects, there is long-term stability.   This means that the IB 

Diploma Programme continues to distinguish between good and excellent  students. 

 
7. Assessment takes two forms in the case of the IB: internal assessment; that which is undertaken internally and 

then moderated by external examiners; and external assessment which is wholly undertaken by external 
examiners. A focus on oral and presentational skills is a key feature of IB assessment across all of the subjects. 

 
8. Languages. As an international curriculum and qualification, the IB Diploma offers a number of modern languages 

at a variety of levels. As all IB students will study at least two languages, it is important to understand the level 
of languages studied. All students must choose a Group 1 and a Group 2 language choice although for Mother 
Tongues students different pathways can exist. See specific details on the Group 1 and 2 pages. 

 

9. Mathematics. As Mathematics is compulsory for all Diploma students, there is a range of courses offered. See 
specific details on the Group 5 Mathematics page and also the portal for Mathematics choices affecting University 
courses. 

 
10. Experimental Sciences. IB students carry out practical work throughout the course leading to an internally 

assessed (but externally moderated) Scientific Exploration in Y13. The practical work is thus extensive and 
integral to the course. The Group 4 project contributes 10 hours towards the statutory lab hours total of 40 
hours (SL) or 60 hours (HL). During the Group 4 Project, students work in the interdisciplinary teams 
(Biology/Chemistry/Physics/ Environmental Systems(ESS)) to answer Research Questions under a common 
theme. Please note that the statutory lab requirement for ESS SL is 30 hours. 
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THE IB DIPLOMA HEXAGON: 

LEARNER PROFILE, CORE 

AND ACADEMIC SUBJECTS 

LINKED TOGETHER AS 

AN INTEGRATED PROGRAMME 
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IMPORTANT MESSAGE: 

 
 
1. ALL IB group selections are subject to normal Tanglin staffing, group size and timetable 

constraints. Please note that, as always, some subjects may not be available if the numbers 

opting, or staffing/timetable constraints do not make them viable. 

 

2. Please be aware that whilst it is likely that we can accommodate most first choices, we 

cannot guarantee this. It is therefore crucial to select a viable second choice. 

 
3. It is our professional opinion that the four levels of language options at IB offer a better 

differentiated structure for deeper language learning: as a result, the Faculty is 

encouraging students wishing to take a language post 16 to give serious consideration to 

the IB pathway. The IB programme is very inclusive in nature and it is suitable for students 

of varying ability and not just for an academic elite. Post 16 A-Level MFL courses will appear 

in the options booklet but, as with all academic options, the decision confirming any 

course’s viability rests with the Head of Senior School. Any student considering an A-Level 

language choice who has the DOE in this language should speak directly with Mr. Bosch as 

Head of Faculty. 

 
4. For any bilingual students wishing to continue with the mother tongue programme, the IB 

offers the prestigious bilingual diploma for students opting for School Supported Self-Study. 

The school, following diagnostic testing, will not allow bilingual students to select a 

Language B option if it is not appropriate. Please speak to Mr. Sheppard, our mother tongue 

co-ordinator. 
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Group Name 

 
Subject 

Subject choice Standard 
Level 

 
Higher Level 

 
3 Higher & 3 Standard 

 

 
1 

 

 
First Language 

English Language and Literature A1 / English 
Literature 

 YES YES  

School Supported SelfͲStudy of the Literature Course  YES NO  

       
 

 

 
2 

 

 

 
Second Language 

Mandarin AB INITIO SL/   B SL HL YES YES  

Spanish AB INITIO SL/   B SL HL YES YES  

French AB INITIO SL/   B SL HL YES YES  

Classical Languages Latin B SL HL YES YES  

School Supported SelfͲ Study of the Literature Course  YES NO  

       
 

 

 

 

3 

 

 

 

Individuals and 
societies 

Business Management  YES YES  

Economics  YES YES  

Geography  YES YES  

History  YES YES  

Philosophy  YES YES  

Psychology  YES YES  

       
 

 

 

 

 
4 

 

 

 

 

 
Experimental sciences 

Biology  YES YES  

Chemistry  YES YES  

Environmental Systems & Societies Trans disciplinary YES NO  

Physics  YES YES  

Computer Science  YES YES  
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Group Name 
 

Subject 
Subject choice Standard 

Level 

 

Higher Level 
 

3 Higher & 3 Standard 

 

 

5 

 
Mathematics 

Mathematical Studies  YES NO  

Mathematics  YES YES  

     

       
 

 

 

 
6 

 

 

 

 
Arts & Electives 

Film Studies  YES YES  

Music  YES YES  

Theatre  YES YES  

Visual Arts  YES YES  

Chemistry  NO YES  

 
 
   *Students will be asked to make their options selection online by March 21st 2018.
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Coursework and Examinations 

All subjects carry coursework requirements as detailed below: 

 

Group Group Name Proportion 

 
1 

 
English Language and Literature 

English Literature 
 

 
50% 
55% 

 
2 

 
Language B 

 
30% 

Ab Initio 
 

 
3 

 
Individuals and Societies 

 

 
20% - 45% 

 
 

4 

 
Experimental Sciences 

ESS 
Computer Science 

 

 
20% 
25% 
35% 

 
5 
 

 
Mathematics 

 

 
20% 

 
 
 

6 

 
Music 

 
70% 

Theatre 
Visual Arts 

Film 
 

 
100% 

 
Core 

 

 
Theory of Knowledge 

  
33% 

Extended Essay 
Creativity, Action and Service 

 

 

 

Most subjects are assessed through the examinations at the end of Year 13. These examinations start in early May and run 
through to the end of May (the end of the first half of the Summer Term). There are no external IB examinations in Year 12. 

 
The maximum total examination time for HL subjects is four hours and for SL subjects is three hours.  

 

Diploma Requirements 

The maximum number of points available is 45 points: 
 

Subjects at both HL and SL are awarded a grade from 1 (the lowest) through to 7 (the highest). There are therefore 42 points 
available from the six subjects. 

 
In addition to this, up to a maximum of three further points are available for the Theory of Knowledge course and the 
Extended Essay, giving a total of 45 points. 

 
In order to obtain the Diploma a student 

 

• Must score a minimum of 24 points 

• Aim for at least  a combined 12 points or above in their three Higher Level subjects 

• Must also submit an Extended Essay and Theory of Knowledge assessments Grade D or above 

• Must meet the CAS requirements 

• Must not have any Failing Conditions (if required a detailed explanation can be provided individually) 
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The Diploma Core consists of three elements. The Creativity, Action, Service element must be completed but does not count 
towards Diploma points. The Extended Essay and Theory of Knowledge components are awarded grades A to E, with A being 
the highest grade and E being the lowest. These grades are then combined according to the following table (which is new from 
May 2015), and up to three core points can be awarded. 

 

 

 

Thus the maximum possible Diploma point score of 45 points is made up of 42 points for 6 subjects and 3 points for the Diploma 
Core. 



 

 

CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY AND SERVICE (CAS) 
 

 

Aims 
 

CAS aims to develop students by: 

 challenging them to develop a value system which enhances 
personal growth 

 engendering a spirit of open-mindedness, lifelong learning, 
discovery and self-reliance 

 stressing the importance of a balanced outlook on life 

 creating awareness of themselves as members of communities 
with responsibilities towards each other and the environment 

 implementing reflective thinking that enhances personal 
growth 

 encouraging attitudes and traits that will be respected by 
others, such as determination, commitment, initiative and 
compassion 

CAS students need to: 

 increase their awareness of 
their own strengths and areas 
of growth 

 undertake new challenges and 
develop new skills 

 plan and initiate activities 

 work collaboratively with others 

 show perseverance and 
commitment in their activities 

 engage with issues of global 
importance 

 consider the ethical 
implications of their actions 

Course description 
 

CAS stands for Creativity, Activity and Service-learning . 

 

Creativity: experiences that involve creative thinking, experimentation and expression. 
Activity: physical exertion that contributes to a healthier lifestyle, and involves personal challenge. 
Service learning: an unpaid voluntary exchange that has learning benefits, while maintaining the rights, dignity and autonomy of all 
involved. 
 
CAS is doing all of the beneficial things that we do which are not a direct part of the academic curriculum. The CAS experience is 
central to developing better people. CAS students are expected to follow the maxim: ‘think globally, act locally’ and recognise that 
‘common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet helps to create a better and more peaceful world’. By doing real tasks that 
have real consequences, the CAS framework provides everyone with the time and opportunities to benefit from experiential learning, 
which develops social responsibility, enhances existing passions and interests, and raises awareness of new skills. It is only after 
reflecting upon these experiences for a period of time that personal development occurs. The most meaningful CAS experience 
comes from spending time with others to build relationships and develop self-worth. 

 
CAS is about educating the whole person, and the three elements are closely interwoven. Together, they enable students to 
recognise that there are many opportunities in life that complement academic study. It is the interaction of creativity, activity 
and service that facilitates the richness of the CAS experience; the whole of CAS is greater than the sum of its parts. 
 
Creative and physical activities are particularly important for adolescents as they shape their desires and values. There are also 
many opportunities for fun and enjoyment through service learning which can act as a release from stress. 

 
Requirements 

 

CAS is a core part of the curriculum across both Year 12 and 13. It is formally timetabled every Wednesday afternoon for 2 hours, 
and to be successful in CAS there needs to be evidence of weekly engagement across 18 months. This evidence is in the form of 
critical reflection through different mediums such as blogs, journals, photographs and video diaries. This recorded information 
forms the crucial evidence that is used in in the CAS experiential learning final reflection that is written at the conclusion of the 18 
months of activities.  

 

CAS and the National Youth Achievement Award (NYAA) 
 
Many students at TTS also seek to complete their Gold National Youth Achievement Award. It is important to note that with 
mindful consideration, many CAS activities can also qualify for a section of the Gold NYAA at the same time. 

 

Potential careers 
 

In today’s world, individuals need to show autonomy and maturity, be able to think creatively, and communicate and reflect with 
insight. Integrity, principles and honesty, allied with the ability to take positive action, will always be valued. The CAS programme 
enables the development of all these qualities. As such, CAS experiences are at the core of every successful career path.
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CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY AND SERVICE (CAS) 
 

 

5 Term Overview 

A student’s personal choice and interests dictate chosen CAS activities – every student’s experience of CAS 

will be different! 
 

Term Timetabled CAS opportunities Self-led CAS ideas 
(required for CAS Portfolio) 

Minimum requirements Term 

 
 

 
1-(weeks 

1 to 5) 

− Introduction to CAS 

− Understand requirements and 

expectations 

− Make activity choices to meet 

CAS learning objectives 

− Meet CAS supervisor 

− Articulate desired outcomes 

Explore CAS opportunities to 
be completed independently 

 
Independent activities can 

be long- term or may be 
more intensive short- term 

placements 
 
 
 

 
Creative (NYAA possibilities): 

Engage with hobbies and 
activities of personal interest 

 
 
 
 

Activity (NYAA possibilities): 
Pursue a new sport or 
challenge yourself to 
become better in an 

existing one 
 
 
 

Service Learning  
(NYAA possibilities): 

Find ways to help others 

Set up administrative 
Documents 

− Online personal record  
− Online reflections  blog 

 
 
 

1-(weeks 
1 to 5) 

 
 
 

 
1 

 

 
Service Learning  

(NYAA possibilities): 

 Communication Skills 
Dance in the 
Community 

 Climate Force Group 

 High Commissioner’s 
Award 

 Leadership 
International 
Outreach  

 Lakeside Family 
Services 

 Project 20:20  

 Riding for the Disabled 

 Sign Language 

 The Botanical Gardens 
Project 

 The Bridge Project  

 The Genesis School   

 The Gurkha Reading 
Project 

 The Lakeside Centre 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Commence CAS activities 
Start critical reflection blogs 

 
 
 

 
1 

 
 
 
 

2 

 
 

At least one example of Creativity, 
Activity and Service learning has 

been completed and critically 
reflected upon 

 

 
 
 
 

2 

 
 
 
 

 
3 

− Plan for Y12 Service and 
Expedition week in Term 3  

− Completion of CAS 
project 

− Mid-stage CAS 
Interview 

− CAS final reflection title 

chosen 

 
 
 
 

 
3 

 
 
 
 

4 

Creative Opportunities: 
Documentary Film Making 

MUN 
Photography    Survival 

Cooking Activity 
Opportunities: Gym 
training Lifesaving 

 Yoga 

 
 
At least two examples of Creativity, 
Activity and Service-learning have 

been completed and critically 
reflected upon 

 

 
 
 
 

4 

5 
Completion of existing CAS activities Finalise 
critical reflections/ write final reflection 

− Submit CAS Portfolio 
− FinalͲ CAS interview 5 

 

Contact for further information:  
 
CAS Coordinator                                                                     Mr. David Roberts: david.roberts@tts.edu.sg  
NYAA coordinator         Mr. Pierre Dawson: pierre.dawson@tts.edu.sg  
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EXTENDED ESSAY (EE) 
 

 

 

 
 

Core Content: 

 
Students are required to write independently a research essay (maximum 4000 words) on a 
topic of their own choice in an IB subject. 

 
Assessment: 

 
All Extended Essays are marked externally. 

 

All Diploma students must undertake an Extended Essay on a topic of their choice within an IB subject. This requirement reflects the 
principle that independent research skills are vital to all areas of study and deserve a central role in the curriculum. With the Theory 
of Knowledge and Creativity, Action, Service components, the Extended Essay provides the ‘glue’ that makes the Diploma a coherent 
and integrated qualification. Please note that despite the title projects can be undertaken in any subject not just those traditionally 
associated with formal essay writing. 

The Extended Essay is in depth study of a limited topic within an IB subject. It is recommended that students spend a maximum of 40 
hours on it, though many willingly exceed this, often by a significant amount. Students have around 3 hours contact time with an 
academic supervisor, who is usually a teacher within the school, and are expected to work independently for the remainder of the 
time. The supervisor provides the candidate with advice and guidance in the skills of undertaking research – by assisting, for example, 
with defining a suitable topic, with techniques of gathering and analyzing information/evidence/data and with documentation 
methods for acknowledging sources. The work is typically undertaken over several months. 

 

Marks for the essay are based on subject specific content and research skills which are common and highly transferable: 
 

 Formulation of Research Question 
 Approach to Research Question 
 Interpretation/Argument/Evaluation 
 Conclusion 
 Formal details – referencing, bibliography, etc. 

Recent examples of Extended Essay titles: 

 A commentary on Jupiter’s prophecy in Aeneid Book 2. 
 How did the Cultural Revolution in China affect 

education? 
 An investigation into the kinetics of the reaction 

between the permanganate and oxalate irons. 
 Modelling the astrometric effect of an extrasolar 

planet on its star. 
 The image of the abyss in the novels of Henry James. 
 To what extent did Frank Lloyd Wright develop his 

own style from Japanese sources? 
 
 
 
 

Contact for further information: 
Mr Andrew Jarvis: andrew.jarvis@tts.edu.sg 
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THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE (TOK) 
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Core Content: 

 
   Students are encouraged to consider the nature of knowledge in general and, in   
   particular, the knowledge issues that arise in the study of the arts, ethics, history, the   
   human sciences, mathematics, natural sciences, and indigenous and religious knowledge  
   systems. In doing so, students will compare and contrast the various Areas of Knowledge  
   through a number of concepts having to do with the scope and application of disciplines,  
   their various historical development, their methodologies and how the individual knower  
   relates to them. 

  

Internal Assessment: 
33% presentation (10Ͳ20 minutes) on knowledge issues arising in a topic of students’ own 

choice. 

 
External Assessment: 

 
67% essay (1600 words) from list of six prescribed titles. 

 
 

The Theory of Knowledge course is the only course that all Diploma students take; as such it embodies the spirit and approach of 
the Diploma as a whole. With the Extended Essay and Creativity, Action, Service components, it provides the cement that makes 
the Diploma a coherent and integrated qualification. 

 

Theory of Knowledge (TOK) challenges students to question the bases of knowledge, to be aware of subjective and ideological 
biases and to develop the ability to analyse evidence that is expressed in rational argument. Based in the six subjects that the 
students study, it compares and contrasts them, allowing students to develop a more mature view of them, in preparation for 
deeper study. TOK seeks to develop, for example, the abilities to distinguish between good and poor reasoning; to spot intentional 
or accidental bias (in oneself and in others), and to spot inconsistencies. The application of these skills varies according to 
subject, and students might examine, for example, how reasoning in Mathematics is similar to, and different from, that in the 
Natural Sciences, or the emotional and/or rational bases for ethical decision making. 
 
In addition to this critical thinking aspect, the course recognizes that intellectual tools are double edged, and encourage certain 
dispositions such as willingness to challenge one’s own deeply-held convictions, a willingness to hold ourselves to the same 
standards to which we hold others, and a willingness to entertain opposing views charitably. In this way the course encourages an 
openness, intellectual honesty and where appropriate, an intellectual humility. 
 
 

Examples of Prescribed Titles for the examination essay: 
 

 Are reason and emotion equally necessary in justifying moral decisions? 
 In areas of knowledge such as the arts and the sciences, do we learn more from work that follows or that breaks with 

accepted conventions? 
 Are some ways of knowing more likely than others to lead to truth? 
 “Context is all” (Margaret Atwood). Does this mean that there is no such thing as truth? 

 
 
 
 
 

Contact for further information: 

Mr John Sprague: John.Sprague@tts.edu.sg 

mailto:John.Sprague@tts.edu.sg


GROUP 1: (English LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE A1) 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE – STANDARD LEVEL 

 
Aims 
 
 To encourage a personal appreciation of literature and develop an understanding of literary criticism 
 To develop students’ powers of expression, both in oral and written communication, and provide the opportunity for 

developing the skills involved in writing and speaking in a variety of styles 
 To introduce students to a range of language and literary works of different periods, genres, styles and contexts 
 To broaden students’ perspectives through the study of works from other cultures and languages 
 To introduce the student to ways of approaching and studying language and literature, leading to the development of an 

understanding and appreciation of the relationships between different works 
 To develop the ability to engage in close, detailed analysis of written text 
 To promote in the students an enjoyment of, and lifelong interest in, literature and reading 

 
 

Course description 
 
Language and Literature A1 is a dynamic literary syllabus that introduces the interconnected nature of Language and Literature, 
Students will explore a range of non-fiction text types alongside literary texts from different time periods and cultures. 
Throughout the course, students will examine literary themes, genres, contexts and interpretations. The non-fiction texts are 
intentionally thought provoking, leading to group discussions and pupil-led presentations which are marked as part of the 
course’s oral component. The course meshes well with other Group 2 second language courses and many pupils will choose to 
write their extended essay based on one of the linguistic or literary topics they encounter as part of this syllabus. It is stimulating 
and will suit intellectually curious people who wish to extend their understanding of great literature and controversial themes. 
The texts to be studied are grouped together into the following components: 
 

 Literature in contexts  
 Close textual analysis 
 Language in cultural contexts  
 Language in mass communication 

 

 
Requirements 

 

You should like reading and writing and be interested in finding out what great writers have to say about the ‘big issues’ of life: 
love, death, the individual and society, the struggle for personal significance and the power of the imagination. You should be 
motivated, enthusiastic and willing to become well-organised in your working habits. You will be prepared to read four texts over 
five terms independently and outside of curriculum time. 

 
 

Potential careers 
 

The study of language and literature is great for developing the critical faculties, encouraging people to think for themselves, and 
being analytical in their responses to texts. It requires close reading, summary and evaluative skills. It also requires an empathetic 
approach to human relationships and dilemmas. As such, it is invaluable in any career requiring analytical thought and an ability 
to communicate clearly and succinctly, both in writing and in person. Language and Literature specialists often excel in careers 
such as publishing, law, advertising, marketing, politics, journalism, communications and PR. 



English Language and Literature Ͳ Standard Level: A possible selection of texts 
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TOPIC OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

Topic 1: Literature 
Gothic Literature: “Murder and Mayhem” 

 Patrick Suskind                                      Perfume (WL) 
 Mary Shelley                                      Frankenstein 

 

Topic 2: Language 
Language and Cultural Context 

 Gender and Language 
 Language and Cultural Context 

 
 

Topic 3: Literature 
Critical (Detailed) Study 

 Angela Carter                                      The Bloody Chamber 
 Tennessee Williams                     A Streetcar Named Desire 

 
 

Topic 4: Language 
Mass Communication 

 Language of Media 

Option Topics: None 

 
Internal Assessment: 

30% oral coursework (externally moderated) • Formal presentation (15%) • Commentary on an 
unprepared extract from one of the texts previously studied (15%) 

 

External Assessment: 50% Examination 

 Paper 1: Unseen commentary (25%)  

 Paper 2: Comparative Essay (25%) 

 20% written coursework 

  

Comparison between this course and A-Level 

 
 Language: a large component of the course will focus on how language is received and perceived in both cultural 

contexts as well as within the mass media. 
 Literature: the accessibility of texts such as The Bloody Chamber, Perfume and Much Ado About Nothing makes 

this a genuinely riveting literature course 
 Oral coursework: this is in line with other European Baccalaureate exams and is an imaginative aspect of the course 
 Comparative literature: both the written coursework and one of the final examinations are essentially exercises in 

comparative literature 

 Emphasis on the text and the study of socio-historical background 

 

As this course may well be taken by students who would not otherwise have chosen to pursue literary study beyond GCSE it is 
designed to allow teachers and students to enjoy the freedom to study a vast range of texts and, within these texts, a freedom to 
pursue their own passions. Unlike A-Level, where most students undertake the same coursework essay, at IB, pupils must 
undertake individual coursework projects, unique to them. This aims to foster an appreciation of the subject they may not have 
had before and is designed to encourage students to continue to read once they leave school. 

 
 

Contact for further information:  
Mrs Jodie Mack :  jodie.mack@tts.edu.sg 
Miss Anna Dunn anna.dunn@tts.edu.sg  

mailto:jodie.mack@tts.edu.sg
mailto:anna.dunn@tts.edu.sg
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATUTRE   -   HIGHER LEVEL 

 
Aims 
 
 To broaden students’ perspectives through the study of works from other cultures and languages 
 To encourage a personal appreciation of literature and a life long passion for reading 
 To develop students’ powers of expression, both in oral and written communication, and provide the opportunity for 

developing the skills involved in writing and speaking in a variety of styles 
 To introduce students to a range of literary works of different periods, genres, styles and contexts 
 To introduce the student to ways of approaching and studying literature, leading to the development of an 

understanding and appreciation of the relationships between different works 
 To develop the ability to engage in close, detailed analysis of written texts. 
 To promote in the students an ability to connect with texts through issues, themes, characters, politics, debate and real 

world contexts. 
 
 

Course description 
 

Language and Literature A1 is a dynamic literary syllabus that introduces the interconnected nature of Language and Literature, 
Students will explore a range of non-fiction text types alongside literary texts from different time periods and cultures. 
Throughout the course, students will examine literary themes, genres, contexts and interpretations. The non-fiction texts are 
intentionally thought provoking, leading to group discussions and pupil-led presentations which are marked as part of the 
course’s oral component. The course meshes well with other Group 2 second language courses and many pupils will choose to 
write their extended essay based on one of the linguistic or literary topics they encounter as part of this syllabus. It is stimulating 
and will suit intellectually curious people who wish to extend their understanding of great literature and controversial themes. 
The texts to be studied are grouped together into the following components: 

 
 Literature in contexts 
 Close textual analysis 
 Language in cultural contexts  
 Language in mass communication 

 

 
Requirements 

 

You should like reading and writing and be interested in finding out what great writers have to say about the ‘big issues’ of life: 
love, death, the individual and society, the struggle for personal significance and the power of the imagination. You should be 
motivated, enthusiastic and willing to become well organised in your working habits. As you need to read 6 texts over five terms 
you should be comfortable with reading the works listed independently and outside of curriculum time. 

 
 

Potential careers 
 

The study of language and literature is great for developing the critical faculties, encouraging people to think for themselves, and 
being analytical in their responses to texts. It requires close reading, summary and evaluative skills. It also requires an empathetic 
approach to human relationships and dilemmas. As such, it is invaluable in any career requiring analytical thought and an ability 
to communicate clearly and succinctly, both in writing and in person. Language and Literature specialists often excel in careers 
such as publishing, law, advertising, marketing, politics, journalism, communications and PR. 



English Language and Literature Ͳ Higher Level: A possible selection of texts 
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5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

Topic 1: Literature 
Gothic Literature: “Murder and Mayhem” 

 Angela Carter                                      The Bloody Chamber 
 Patrick Suskind                                      Perfume (WL) 
 Bram Stoker                                      Dracula(HL) 

 

Topic 2: Language 
Language and Cultural Context 

 Gender and Language 
 
Topic 3: Literature 
Critical (Detailed) Study 

 Shakespeare                                      Othello or The Merchant of Venice (HL) 
 Tennessee Williams                    A Streetcar Named Desire 
 Carol Ann Duffy                                      Poetry  

 

Topic 4: Language 
Mass Communication 

 Language of Media 

Option Topics: None 

 
Internal Assessment: 

30% oral coursework (externally moderated) • Formal presentation (15%) • Commentary on an 
unprepared extract from one of the texts previously studied (15%) 

 

External Assessment: 50% Examination 

 Paper 1: Unseen commentary (25%)  

 Paper 2: Comparative Essay (25%) 

 20% written coursework 

 
 

Comparison between this course and A-Level 

 

 Language: a large component of the course will focus on how language is received and perceived in both cultural 
contexts as well as within the mass media 

 Literature: the accessibility of texts such as The Bloody Chamber, Perfume and Much Ado About Nothing (and 
beyond) make this a genuinely riveting literature course 

 Oral coursework: this is in line with other European Baccalaureate exams and is an imaginative aspect of the course 

 Comparative literature: both the written coursework and one of the final examinations are essentially exercises in 
comparative literature 

 Emphasis on the text and the study of socio-historical background 

 

As this course is likely to be taken by students who enjoy studying English, it allows for many opportunities to undertake 
individual coursework projects, unique to them. The Language element of the course enables students to consider the impact of 
language on perception and identity, whereas the literature units promote a greater understanding of literature as a reflection of 
cultural, social, geographical and historical contexts. This aims to foster an appreciation of the subject at A-Level that students 
may not have had before, and it is designed to encourage students to continue to read once they leave school. 
 

 
 

Contact for further information: 
Mrs Jodie Mack:  jodie.mack@tts.edu.sg 
Miss Anna Dunn anna.dunn@tts.edu.sg  

mailto:jodie.mack@tts.edu.sg
mailto:anna.dunn@tts.edu.sg
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ENGLISH LITERATURE – STANDARD LEVEL 

 
Aims 
 
 To encourage a personal appreciation of literature and develop an understanding of literary criticism 
 To develop students’ powers of expression, both in oral and written communication, and provide the opportunity for 

practicing and developing the skills involved in writing and speaking in a variety of styles 
 To introduce students to a range of literary works of different periods, genres, styles and contexts 
 To broaden students’ perspectives through the study of works from other cultures and languages 
 To introduce the student to ways of approaching and studying literature, leading to the development of an 

understanding and appreciation of the relationships between different works 
 To develop the ability to engage in close, detailed analysis of written text 
 To promote in the students an enjoyment of, and lifelong interest in, literature and reading 

 
 

Course description 
 
The language A1 course is a dynamic literary syllabus that introduces texts originally written in languages other than English 
alongside core literary classics. In Tanglin’s course students will focus on literary themes which transcend cultural differences and 
the conflict between the individual and society expressed in a variety of circumstances through different works. The texts are 
intentionally through provoking, leading the group discussions and pupil led presentations as a significant percentage of the 
overall assessment is based in oral work. The course meshes well with other Group 2 second language courses (you may well be 
studying some of the same authors, in their original languages) and many students choose to write extended essay based on one 
of the emerging literary topics. It is a stimulating course and will suit intellectually curious people who wish to extend their 
understanding of great literature and controversial themes. 

 
 

Requirements 
 

You should like reading and writing and be interested in finding out what great writers have to say about the ‘big issues’ of life: 
love, death, the individual and society, the struggle for personal significance and the power of the imagination. You should be 
motivated, enthusiastic and willing to become well organised in your working habits. You will be prepared to read ten texts over 
five terms independently and outside of curriculum time. 

 
 
 

Potential careers 
 

The study of literature is great for developing the critical faculties, encouraging people to think for themselves, and being 
analytical in their responses to texts. It requires close reading, summary and evaluative skills. It also requires an empathetic 
approach to human relationships and dilemmas. As such, it is invaluable in any career requiring analytical thought and an ability 
to communicate clearly and succinctly, both in writing and in person. Literary specialists often excel in careers such as publishing, 
law, advertising, marketing, politics, journalism, communications and PR. 



English Literature Ͳ Standard Level: A possible selection of texts 
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5 TERM OVERVIEW (A SELECTION OF 10 TEXTS): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

Term 1 
(3 Works) Options 

 Chuck Palahniuk Fight Club 
 Angela Carter The Bloody Chamber 

 Anthony Burgess                                A Clockwork Orange 

 
Terms 2 and 3                                                  
(2 Works)                                                                     Works in Translation 

 Ismail Kadar                                        Broken April 
 Haruki Marakami                               The Elephant Vanishes Collection 

 
Term 4 
(2 Works) Detailed Study 

 TS Eliot Collected poems 
 Shakespeare Othello 

 

Term 5 
(3 Works) Literary Genres – Plays 

 George Bernard Shaw Mrs Warren’s Profession 
 Tennessee Williams A Streetcar Named Desire 
 Edward Albee                                     Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? 

Option Topics: None 

 
Internal Assessment: 

30% oral coursework (externally moderated) • Individual Oral Presentation – based on ‘Options’ 
(15%) • Individual Oral Commentary on an unprepared extract from one of the texts in Detailed 
Study (15%) 

 

External Assessment: 45% Examination 

 Paper 1: Literary Analysis (20%)  

 Paper 2: Essay based on Literary Genres (25%) 

 Written Coursework essay and Reflective Statement (maximum 1500 words) (25%) 

 

 
Comparison between this course and A-Level 

 

 World literature: the availability of texts makes this a genuinely international literature course 
 Oral coursework: this is in line with other European Baccalaureate exams and is an imaginative aspect of the course 
 Emphasis on the text and the study of socio-historical background 

 

As this course may well be taken by students who would not otherwise have chosen to pursue literary study beyond GCSE it is 
designed to allow teachers and students to enjoy the freedom to study a vast range of texts and, within these texts, a freedom to 
pursue their own passions. Unlike A-Level, where most students undertake the same coursework essay, at IB students must 
undertake individual coursework projects, unique to them. This aims to foster an appreciation of the subject they may not have 
had before and is designed to encourage students to continue to read once they leave school. 

 
 
Contact for further information: 
Mrs Jodie Mack:  jodie.mack@tts.edu.sg 
Miss Anna Dunn anna.dunn@tts.edu.sg  

mailto:jodie.mack@tts.edu.sg
mailto:anna.dunn@tts.edu.sg


GROUP 1 (LITERATURE A1) 
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ENGLISH LITERATURE Ͳ HIGHER LEVEL 

 
Aims 
 
 To broaden students’ perspectives through the study of works from other cultures and languages 
 To encourage a personal appreciation of literature and a life long passion for reading 
 To develop students’ powers of expression, both in oral and written communication, and provide the opportunity for 

practicing and developing the skills involved in writing and speaking in a variety of styles 
 To introduce students to a range of literary works of different periods, genres, styles and contexts 
 To introduce the student to ways of approaching and studying literature, leading to the development of an 

understanding and appreciation of the relationships between different works 
 To develop the ability to engage in close, detailed analysis of written texts. 
 To promote in the students an ability to connect with texts through issues, themes, characters, politics, debate and real 

world contexts. 
 
 

Course description 
 

The language A1 course is a dynamic literary syllabus that introduces texts originally written in languages other than English 
alongside core literary classics. In Tanglin’s course students will focus on literary themes which transcend cultural differences and 
the conflict between the individual and society expressed in a variety of circumstances through different works. The texts are 
intentionally through provoking, leading the group discussions and pupil led presentations as a significant percentage of the 
overall assessment is based in oral work. The course meshes well with other Group 2 second language courses (you may well be 
studying some of the same authors, in their original languages) and many students choose to write extended essay based on one 
of the emerging literary topics. It is a stimulating course and will suit intellectually curious people who wish to extend their 
understanding of great literature and controversial themes. 

 
 

Requirements 
 

You should like reading and writing and be interested in finding out what great writers have to say about the ‘big issues’ of life: 
love, death, the individual and society, the struggle for personal significance and the power of the imagination. You should be 
motivated, enthusiastic and willing to become well organised in your working habits. As you need to read 13 texts over five 
terms you should be comfortable with reading the works listed independently and outside of curriculum time. 

 
 

Potential careers 
 

The study of literature is great for developing the critical faculties, encouraging people to think for themselves, and being 
analytical in their responses to texts. It requires close reading, summary and evaluative skills. It also requires an empathetic 
approach to human relationships and dilemmas. As such, it is invaluable in any career requiring analytical thought and an ability 
to communicate clearly and succinctly, both in writing and in person. Literary specialists often excel in careers such as publishing, 
law, advertising, marketing, politics, journalism, communications and PR. 



English Literature Ͳ Higher Level: A possible selection of texts 
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5 TERM OVERVIEW (A SELECTION OF 13 TEXTS) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

Term 1 : 
(3 Works) Options 

 Robert Kirkman The Walking Dead (graphic novel) 
 Richard Bean One Man, Two Guvnors 
 Angela Carter The Bloody Chamber 

 

Terms 2 and 3 
(3 Works) Works in Translation 

 Ismail Kadare Broken April 
 Haruki Murakami The Elephant Vanishes Collection 
 Patrick Suskind Perfume 

 
 

Term 4 
(3 Works) Detailed Study 

 Shakespeare Othello 
 TS Eliot Collected poems 
 Maya Angelou I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings 

 
 

Term 5 
(4 Works) Literary Genres – Plays 

 George Bernard Shaw Mrs Warren’s Profession 
 Tennessee Williams A Streetcar Named Desire 
 Oscar Wilde The Importance of Being Earnest 
 Edward Albee Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? 

Option Topics: None 

 
Internal Assessment: 

30% oral coursework externally moderated • Formal presentation (15%) • 10 minutes commentary 
on an unprepared extract from one of the texts previously studied followed by a 10 minute 
conversation (15%) 

 

External Assessment: 

45% Examination 

 Paper 1: Unseen commentary (20%)  

 Paper 2: Essay response to the texts studied in the Literary Genres unit (25%) 

 25% Written Assignment: Coursework essay and Reflective Statement based on the 
study of Works in Translation 

 

Comparison between this course and A-Level 

 World literature: the availability of texts makes this a genuinely international literature course 
 Oral coursework: this is in line with other Baccalaureate exams and a popular aspect of the course 
 Emphasis on the text and the study of socio-historical background 

 

As this course may well be taken by students who would not otherwise have chosen to pursue literary study beyond GCSE it is 
designed to allow teachers and students to enjoy the freedom to study a vast range of texts and, within these texts, a freedom to 
pursue their own passions. Unlike A-Level, where most students undertake the same coursework essay, at IB students must 
undertake individual coursework projects, unique to them. This aims to foster an appreciation of the subject they may not have 
had before and is designed to encourage students to continue to read once they leave school. 

 
 

Contact for further information: 
 Mrs Jodie Mack:  jodie.mack@tts.edu.sg 
Miss Anna Dunn anna.dunn@tts.edu.sg  

 
 

mailto:jodie.mack@tts.edu.sg
mailto:anna.dunn@tts.edu.sg
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GROUP 1 (School Supported Self-study) 
 

 

SCHOOL SUPPORTED SELF-STUDY OF THE LITERATURE COURSE 

 
As this course may well be taken by students who would not otherwise have chosen to pursue literary study beyond GCSE it is 
designed to allow teachers The Group 1 syllabus makes allowance for students to study Literature in their mother tongue language. 
They read some of the required texts in their mother tongue and complete the oral and written assignments in their mother tongue. 
All of work of these students is externally assessed by examiners in the mother tongue chosen by each student. 
 
The Texts in Translation component is taught by a specialist Tanglin teacher. This ensures all mother tongue students work together 
as a group and have all requirements of the course outlined to them by the Tanglin teacher. They will study two texts written in 
English in this section of the course, producing work in their mother-tongue, and be taken through their first essay assignment 
submission with the teacher. 
 

Self taught candidates may only complete this course at Standard Level. 
 
Internal Assessments consists of an oral presentation on a topic of the student’s choice and a recorded oral commentary, all delivered 
in their mother tongue and sent off to an examiner. 
 
The final exams have analysis of an unseen passage of text, as well as an essay on a set topic about at least two of the literary works 
studied. All if these have a different set of books involved, chosen by the teacher/tutor from a wide range of authors put forth by 
the IB. 
 
As well as having full timetabled lessons in addition to regular communication with the designated Tanglin teacher, each student 
must find an external supervisor assigned to them (paid for by the parents) who can read, mark and assess their work in their mother 
tongue. If no such supervisor is available in Singapore students are responsible for finding an equivalent person before the start if 
the course. Students must forge a good working relationship with this individual who also works closely with the teacher to ensure 
quality assurance throughout. 
 
Student studying School Supported Self-Taught Literature must organize two lessons a week working on what has been set by their 
tutor, possibly via skype, and a lesson with a Tanglin based teacher for the third period. The Tanglin teacher will communicate 
regularly to best support the needs of the students. 

 

Course overview 
 

 

Contact for further information: 
Mr David Sheppard (Mother Tongue coordinator): david.sheppard@tts.edu.sg 

mailto:david.sheppard@tts.edu.sg
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GROUP 2 (LANGUAGES AB INITIO) 
 

 
MANDARIN AB INITIO   -    STANDARD LEVEL 

Aims 

 Develop international-mindedness through the study of languages, cultures, and ideas and issues of global significance. 

 Enable students to communicate in the language they have studied in a range of contexts and for a variety of purposes. 

 Encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of a variety of 
perspectives of people from diverse cultures. 

 Develop students’ understanding of the relationship between the languages and cultures with which they are familiar. 

 Develop students’ awareness of the importance of language in relation to other areas of knowledge. 

 Provide students, through language learning and the process of inquiry, with opportunities for intellectual engagement and 
the development of critical and creative thinking skills. 

 Provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of an additional language. 

 Foster curiosity, creativity and a lifelong enjoyment of language learning.  

 

Course description 
 

This course is designed for Mandarin beginners. The main focus is therefore on learning how to communicate and understand 
Mandarin in everyday situations. By the end of the course you will be able to communicate basic information and ideas 
clearly and effectively. To illustrate the difference between this ab initio course, and other Group 2 courses, the following 
example may be of use. An ab initio student, standing in Tian Anmen Square in Beijing, should be able to direct someone to 
the nearest museums, describe the area in basic detail and compare the city to their own city/area. Language acquisition will 
be achieved through the development of the receptive, productive and interactive skills and competences. Elements of 
language include vocabulary, grammatical structures, register, pronunciation and intonation. Receptive skills: the ability to 
comprehend straightforward written and spoken language. Receptive skills entail not only understanding the message but 
also its cultural and contextual connotations. Productive skills: the ability to write and speak the target language effectively. 
Productive skills entail producing and delivering a message or text that is not only coherent but also appropriate to context 
and purpose. Interactive skills: the ability to understand and respond effectively to written and spoken language. 

 

Themes 

The 5 themes (Identities, Experiences, Human ingenuity, Social organization and Sharing the planet) are made up of series of 20 topics. 
These serve as the foundation for the acquisition of the language and the study and appropriation of different text types (listed in the 
external assessment details). Through the study of the five interrelated themes, students will develop the skills necessary to fulfil the 
assessment objectives of the Language ab initio course. The topic of shopping, for example, may be treated under any of the five themes 
and could be revisited at several stages of the two year course. 

 
Requirements 

By nature no prior knowledge is required for this course, although some experience of language study is useful. Dedication, 
motivation and a “stick at it” attitude are the key requirements at IB level. You should also be well organised and prepared to 
work seriously and effectively over the two year period. To achieve top grades, you should be prepared to communicate 
willingly and dedicate yourself to the learning of new vocabulary. 

In some instances students w h o  h a ve  s o m e  p r i o r  s t u d y  o f  Mandarin may s t i l l  be eligible for the IB Mandarin ab 
initio course because the content poses a significant challenge. This will be subject to teachers’ professional judgement. If you 
would like to discuss your eligibility, please contact Miss Wang, Head of Chinese. 

 

Potential careers 

Studying a language can lead directly into a number of career paths – the business world, the tourism industry, literature, 
journalism and the media, translation or teaching. However its real value lies in the skills you will acquire over the two year 
period. An understanding of people, foreign culture and a perspective on an increasingly “global” world is without doubt 
crucial. Furthermore, a wide range of employers value language graduates above many others, simply because they have 
developed the people skills to communicate and interact with others. Above all else, this is what studying a language will bring 
you. 
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Mandarin ab initio Ͳ Standard Level 
 

 
 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

 
Themes 

 
 
Term 1 

 Identities 
 

Term 2 
 Experiences 

 
Term 3 

 Human ingenuity 
 

Term 4 
 Social organisation 

 
Term 5 

 Sharing the planet 

 
Topic Areas 

 
 

 Personal attributes, Personal 
relationships, Eating and 
drinking, Physical wellbeing 

 

 Daily routine, Leisure, Holidays and 
tourism, Festivals and celebrations  

 

 Transport, Entertainment, Media, 
Technology 

 

 Neighbourhood, Education, 
The workplace, Social issues 

 

 Climate, Physical geography, 
Environment, Global issues 

Internal Assessment: 25%, oral exam, externally moderated. Individual oral: 7-10 min + 15 min of preparation 

 
 
 

External Assessment: 

75% Examination  

 Paper 1: Two short pieces of writing, each from a choice of 3. 1 hr (25%) 

 Paper 2: Listening and reading (separate sections) 

 Listening comprehension – 45 min; Reading comprehension – 1 hr (50%)  

 
Comparison between this course and A-Level 

 
The ab initio courses are designed for students who have had limited academic exposure to the language. Though a beginners’ 
course, in just two years students reach standards significantly beyond GCSE. Emphasis is on real, not simplified language, and 
that is what appears in the examinations. Thus the vocabulary base is far wider than that required for GCSE and is, as its name 
suggests, only a base. Students regularly encounter other words/phrases, and are expected to “work out” the meaning from the 
context. The expectation is that, by the end of the course, students will be equipped to go to the country, converse and be 
understood, as well as understanding what they see around them, with a basic knowledge of everyday life in that country. 
Although students are not expected to master the full grammatical structure of a language, in practice, those that achieve the 
top grades have often done so. 

 
 

Contact for further information 
Ms Ting Ting Wang: tingting.wang@tts.edu.sg 

mailto:tingting.wang@tts.edu.sg
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GROUP 2 (LANGUAGES AB INITIO) 
 

 

SPANISH AB INITIO - STANDARD LEVEL 

Aims 
 Develop international-mindedness through the study of languages, cultures, and ideas and issues of global significance. 
 Enable students to communicate in the language they have studied in a range of contexts and for a variety of purposes. 
 Encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of a variety of 

perspectives of people from diverse cultures. 
 Develop students’ understanding of the relationship between the languages and cultures with which they are familiar. 
 Develop students’ awareness of the importance of language in relation to other areas of knowledge. 
 Provide students, through language learning and the process of inquiry, with opportunities for intellectual engagement and 

the development of critical and creative thinking skills. 
 Provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of an additional language. 
 Foster curiosity, creativity and a lifelong enjoyment of language learning.  

 
Course description 

 

This course is designed for Spanish beginners. The mainfocus is therefore on learning how to communicate and understand 
Spanish in everyday situations. By the end of the course you will be able to communicate basic information and ideas 
clearly and effectively. To illustrate the difference between this ab initio course, and other Group 2 courses, the following 
example may be of use. An ab initio student, standing in the Plaza Mayor in Madrid, should be able to direct someone 
to the nearest bullring, describe the area in basic detail and compare the city to their own city/area. 
Language acquisition will be achieved through the development of the receptive, productive and interactive skills and 
competences. Elements of language include vocabulary, grammatical structures, register, pronunciation and intonation. 
 
Receptive skills: the ability to comprehend straightforward written and spoken language. Receptive skills entail not only 
understanding the message but also its cultural and contextual connotations. 
 
Productive skills: the ability to write and speak the target language effectively. Productive skills entail producing and 
delivering a message or text that is not only coherent but also appropriate to context and purpose. 
 
Interactive skills: the ability to understand and respond effectively to written and spoken language. 

 
 

Themes 
 
The 5 themes (Identities, Experiences, Human ingenuity, Social organization and Sharing the planet) are made up of series of 
20 topics. These serve as the foundation for the acquisition of the language and the study and appropriation of different text 
types (listed in the external assessment details). Through the study of the five interrelated themes, students will develop the 
skills necessary to fulfil the assessment objectives of the Language ab initio course. The topic of shopping, for example, may 
be treated under any of the five themes and could be revisited at several stages of the two year course. 

 

 
Requirements 

 

By nature no prior knowledge is required for this course, although some experience of language study is useful. Dedication, 
motivation and a “stick at it” attitude are the key requirements at IB level. You should also be well organised and prepared to 
work seriously and effectively over the two year period. To achieve top grades, you should be prepared to communicate 
willingly and dedicate yourself to the learning of new vocabulary. 

 
 

 
Potential careers 

 

Studying a language can lead directly into a number of career paths – the business world, the tourism industry, literature, 
journalism and the media, translation or teaching. However its real value lies in the skills you will acquire over the two year 
period. An understanding of people, foreign culture and a perspective on an increasingly “global” world is without doubt 
crucial. Furthermore, a wide range of employers value language graduates above many others, simply because they have 
developed the people skills to communicate and interact with others. Above all else, this is what studying a language will bring 
you. 
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5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

 
Themes 

 
 
Term 1 

 Identities 
 

Term 2 
 Experiences 

 
Term 3 

 Human ingenuity 
 

Term 4 
 Social organisation 

 
Term 5 

 Sharing the planet 

Topic Areas 
 
 

 Personal 
attributes, 
Personal 
relationships, 
Eating and 
drinking, 
Physical 
wellbeing 

 

 Daily routine, Leisure, 
Holidays and tourism, 
Festivals and 
celebrations 

 

 Transport, 
Entertainment, Media, 
Technology 

 

 Neighbourhood, 
Education, The 
workplace, 
Social issues 

 

Climate, Physical geography, 
Environment, Global issues 

 
Grammar Aspects 

 
 

Present tense (common 
irregulars/reflexive) Easy future 

Adjectives 
 
 

Preterite 
tense (Past) 

Describing by 
comparison 

Present 
Progressive 

 
 
 

Expressing wishes 
with Conditional 

Expressing 
negation 

Introducing useful Imperfect tense 
(Past) 

 

 
 

Por or Para? 
Subjunctive 

structures 
 

 
Perfect 

Structures 
(Present, Past) 
Conjunctions 

Option Topics:  None 

Internal 
Assessment: 

 25%, oral exam, externally moderated. Individual oral: 7-10 min + 15 min of preparation 

 
 
 

External 
Assessment: 

 75% Examination  

 Paper 1: Two short pieces of writing, each from a choice of 3. 1 hr (25%) 

 Paper 2: Listening and reading (separate sections) 

 Listening comprehension – 45 min; Reading comprehension – 1 hr (50%). 

 
 
 

Comparison between this course and A-Level 
 

The ab initio courses are designed for students who have had limited academic exposure to the language. Though a beginners’ 
course, in just two years students reach standards significantly beyond GCSE. Emphasis is on real, not simplified language, and 
that is what appears in the examinations. Thus the vocabulary base is far wider than that required for GCSE and is, as its name 
suggests, only a base. Students regularly encounter other words/phrases, and are expected to “work out” the meaning from the 
context. The expectation is that, by the end of the course, students will be equipped to go to the country, converse and 
be understood, as well as understanding what they see around them, with a basic knowledge of everyday life in that 
country. Although students are not expected to master the full grammatical structure of a language, in practice, those that 
achieve the top grades have often done so. 

 
 

Contact for further information 

Mr Gwyn Godfrey: gwyn.godfrey@tts.edu.sg  

mailto:gwyn.godfrey@tts.edu.sg
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GROUP 2 (LANGUAGES AB INITIO) 
 

 

FRENCH AB INITIO - STANDARD LEVEL 

Aims 
 

 Develop international-mindedness through the study of languages, cultures, and ideas and issues of global significance. 

 Enable students to communicate in the language they have studied in a range of contexts and for a variety of purposes. 

 Encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of a variety of 
perspectives of people from diverse cultures. 

 Develop students’ understanding of the relationship between the languages and cultures with which they are familiar. 

 Develop students’ awareness of the importance of language in relation to other areas of knowledge. 

 Provide students, through language learning and the process of inquiry, with opportunities for intellectual engagement 
and the development of critical and creative thinking skills. 

 Provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of an additional language. 

 Foster curiosity, creativity and a lifelong enjoyment of language learning.  

 
 
Course description 

 

This course is designed for French beginners. The main focus is therefore on learning how to communicate and understand 
French in everyday situations. By the end of the course you will be able to communicate basic information and ideas 
clearly and effectively. To illustrate the difference between this ab initio course, and other Group 2 courses, the following 
example may be of use. An ab initio student, standing in the Place du capitole in Toulouse, should be able to direct 
someone to the nearest place of interest, describe the area in basic detail and compare the city to their own city/area. 
Language acquisition will be achieved through the development of the receptive, productive and interactive skills and 
competences. Elements of language include vocabulary, grammatical structures, register, pronunciation and intonation.  
 
Receptive skills: the ability to comprehend straightforward written and spoken language. Receptive skills entail not only 
understanding the message but also its cultural and contextual connotations. 
 
Productive skills: the ability to write and speak the target language effectively. Productive skills entail producing and 
delivering a message or text that is not only coherent but also appropriate to context and purpose. 
 
Interactive skills: the ability to understand and respond effectively to written and spoken language. 

 
 

Themes 
 

The 5 themes (Identities, Experiences, Human ingenuity, Social organization and Sharing the planet) are made up of series of 
20 topics. These serve as the foundation for the acquisition of the language and the study and appropriation of different text 
types (listed in the external assessment details). Through the study of the five interrelated themes, students will develop the 
skills necessary to fulfil the assessment objectives of the Language ab initio course. The topic of shopping, for example, may 
be treated under any of the five themes and could be revisited at several stages of the two year course. 

 
Requirements 
 
By nature no prior knowledge is required for this course, although some experience of language study is useful. Dedication, 
motivation and a “stick at it” attitude are the key requirements at IB level. You should also be well organised and prepared to work 
seriously and effectively over the two year period. To achieve top grades, you should be prepared to communicate willingly 
and dedicate yourself to the learning of new vocabulary. 

 
 

Potential careers 
 

Studying a language can lead directly into a number of career paths – the business world, the tourism industry, literature, 
journalism and the media, translation or teaching. However its real value lies in the skills you will acquire over the two year 
period. An understanding of people, foreign culture and a perspective on an increasingly “global” world is without doubt 
crucial. Furthermore, a wide range of employers value language graduates above many others, simply because they have 
developed the people skills to communicate and interact with others. Above all else, this is what studying a language will bring 
you. 



French ab initio Ͳ Standard Level 
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5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

 
Themes 

 
 
Term 1 

 Identities 
 

Term 2 
 Experiences 

 
Term 3 

 Human ingenuity 
 

Term 4 
 Social organisation 

 
Term 5 
 Sharing the planet 

Topic Areas 
 
 

 Personal attributes, Personal 
relationships, Eating and 
drinking, Physical wellbeing 

 

 Daily routine, Leisure, Holidays and 
tourism, Festivals and celebrations  

 

 Transport, Entertainment, Media, 
Technology 

 

 Neighbourhood, Education, 
The workplace, Social issues 

 

Climate, Physical geography, 
Environment, Global issues 

Option Topics: None 

Internal Assessment: 25%, oral exam, externally moderated. Individual oral: 7-10 min + 15 min of preparation 

 
 
 

External Assessment: 

75% Examination  

 Paper 1: Two short pieces of writing, each from a choice of 3. 1 hr (25%) 

 Paper 2: Listening and reading (separate sections) 

 Listening comprehension – 45 min; Reading comprehension – 1 hr (50%)  

 
 

Comparison between this course and A-Level 
 

The ab initio courses are designed for students who have had limited academic exposure to the language. Though a beginners’ 
course, in just two years students reach standards significantly beyond GCSE. Emphasis is on real, not simplified language, and 
that is what appears in the examinations. Thus the vocabulary base is far wider than that required for GCSE and is, as its name 
suggests, only a base. Students regularly encounter other words/phrases, and are expected to “work out” the meaning from the 
context. The expectation is that, by the end of the course, students will be equipped to go to the country, converse and 
be understood, as well as understanding what they see around them, with a basic knowledge of everyday life in that 
country. Although students are not expected to master the full grammatical structure of a language, in practice, those who 
achieve the top grades have often done so. 

 
 

Contact for further information: 
Mr David Sheppard:  david.sheppard@tts.edu.sg

mailto:david.sheppard@tts.edu.sg


GROUP 2 (LANGUAGES B) 
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FRENCH B   -    STANDARD LEVEL 

 
Aims 
 

 Develop international-mindedness through the study of languages, cultures, and ideas and issues of global significance. 

 Enable students to communicate in the language they have studied in a range of contexts and for a variety of purposes. 

 Encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of a variety of 
perspectives of people from diverse cultures. 

 Develop students’ understanding of the relationship between the languages and cultures with which they are familiar. 

 Develop students’ awareness of the importance of language in relation to other areas of knowledge. 

 Provide students, through language learning and the process of inquiry, with opportunities for intellectual engagement 
and the development of critical and creative thinking skills. 

 Provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of an additional language. 

 Foster curiosity, creativity and a lifelong enjoyment of language learning.  
 
 

Course description 
 

The course comprises five themes: Identities, Experiences, Human ingenuity, Social organization and Sharing the planet. These 
prescribed themes are illustrated with guiding principles and recommended topics, such as health and wellbeing, customs and 
traditions, communication and media, education and the environment. Standard level French provides a suitable foundation for 
further study and/or practical use of French as well as being a coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study for students 
who do not progress to further study in the subject. 

 

Standard level students will learn to communicate confidently with native speakers on a wide range of general topics. 
 

 
Requirements 

 

A genuine interest in the French language is crucial for this course. You should have studied the language for at least three years, 
and should be keen to develop the level of your language. Literary extracts are included in both courses, but are only explicitly 
examined at Higher level. 

 

 

Potential careers 
 

In today’s global village, the art of communication is a distinct and saleable asset, whichever career path you choose. Beyond the 
obvious careers requiring a foreign language as a primary skill such as interpreting and translating, there are many fields where 
speaking a foreign language is a highly desirable auxiliary skill. These include travel and tourism, publishing, the media and 
journalism, government services, banking, intelligence and law enforcement, fashion, import/export, law, the performing arts, 
medicine and research, international marketing and real estate. 



French B – Standard Level 
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5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 

Themes 

Term 1 - Identities 

Term 2 - Experiences 

Term 3 - Human ingenuity 

Term 4 - Social organization 

Term 5 - Sharing the planet 

 

Internal Assessment: 
25%, oral exam, externally moderated. 
Individual oral: 12-15 min + 15 min of preparation 

 
 
 

External Assessment: 

75% Examination  

 Paper 1: one piece of writing from a choice of 3 themes. 1 hr 15 min (25%) 

 Paper 2: Listening and reading (separate sections) 

Listening comprehension – 45 min; Reading comprehension – 1 hr (50%)  

 

 
Contact for further information: 
Mr David Sheppard:  david.sheppard@tts.edu.sg 

mailto:david.sheppard@tts.edu.sg


GROUP 2 (LANGUAGES B) 
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FRENCH B   -   HIGHER LEVEL 

 
Aims 
 

 Develop international-mindedness through the study of languages, cultures, and ideas and issues of global significance. 

 Enable students to communicate in the language they have studied in a range of contexts and for a variety of purposes. 

 Encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of a variety of 
perspectives of people from diverse cultures. 

 Develop students’ understanding of the relationship between the languages and cultures with which they are familiar. 

 Develop students’ awareness of the importance of language in relation to other areas of knowledge. 

 Provide students, through language learning and the process of inquiry, with opportunities for intellectual engagement 
and the development of critical and creative thinking skills. 

 Provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of an additional language. 

 Foster curiosity, creativity and a lifelong enjoyment of language learning.  
 

Course description 
 

The content of the course for Standard and Higher levels is essentially the same. The extra lessons at Higher level will be 
dedicated to more advanced grammar, speaking and literary content. Reading literature in the target language can be an 
enjoyable journey into the culture/s studied; it will help students to broaden their vocabulary and to use language in a more 
creative manner, developing fluent reading skills, promoting interpretative and inferential skills and contributing to intercultural 
understanding. 

 

 
Requirements 

 

A genuine interest in the French language is crucial for this course. You should have studied the language for at least three years, 
and should be keen to develop the level of your language. Literary extracts are included in both courses, but are only explicitly 
examined at Higher level. You should be prepared to be well organised and to work conscientiously and independently over the 
two year period. 

 

Higher level is a good stepping stone to university French. You should bear this in mind when making your decision. Studying a 
language can lead directly into a number of career paths – the business world, travel or tourism, literature, journalism and the 
media, translation or teaching. However its real value lies in the skills you will acquire over the two year period. An understanding 
of people, foreign cultures and a perspective on an increasingly “global” world is without doubt crucial. Furthermore, a wide range 
of employers value language graduates above many others, simply because they have developed the people skills to communicate 
and interact with others. Above all else, this is what studying a language will bring you. 

 
 

Potential careers 
 

In today’s global village, the art of communication is a distinct and saleable asset, whichever career path you choose. Beyond the 
obvious careers requiring a foreign language as a primary skill such as interpreting and translating, there are many fields where 
speaking a foreign language is a highly desirable auxiliary skill. These include travel and tourism, publishing, the media and 
journalism, government services, banking, intelligence and law enforcement, fashion, import/export, law, the performing arts, 
medicine and research, international marketing and real estate. 



French B – Standard Level 
 

22  21 

 
 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 

Themes 

Term 1 - Identities 

Term 2 - Experiences 

Term 3 - Human ingenuity 

Term 4 - Social organization 

Term 5 - Sharing the planet 

 

Internal Assessment: 
25%, oral exam, externally moderated. 

Individual oral: 12-15 min + 20 min of preparation 

 
 
 
 

External Assessment: 

75% Examination  

 Paper 1: one piece of writing from a choice of 3 themes. 1 hr 30 min (25%) 

 Paper 2: Listening and reading (separate sections) 

Listening comprehension – 1 hr; Reading comprehension – 1 hr (50%)  

 

 

 
Contact for further information: 
Mr David Sheppard:  david.sheppard@tts.edu.sg

mailto:david.sheppard@tts.edu.sg
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GROUP 2 (LANGUAGES B) 
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GROUP 2 (LANGUAGES B) 
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MANDARIN B – STANDARD LEVEL 
 
Aims 
 

 Develop international-mindedness through the study of languages, cultures, and ideas and issues of global significance. 

 Enable students to communicate in the language they have studied in a range of contexts and for a variety of purposes. 

 Encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of a variety of 
perspectives of people from diverse cultures. 

 Develop students’ understanding of the relationship between the languages and cultures with which they are familiar. 

 Develop students’ awareness of the importance of language in relation to other areas of knowledge. 

 Provide students, through language learning and the process of inquiry, with opportunities for intellectual engagement 
and the development of critical and creative thinking skills. 

 Provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of an additional language. 

 Foster curiosity, creativity and a lifelong enjoyment of language learning.  
 
Course description 

 

The course comprises five themes: Identities, Experiences, Human ingenuity, Social organization and Sharing the planet. These 
prescribed themes are illustrated with guiding principles and recommended topics, such as health and wellbeing, customs and 
traditions, communication and media, education and the environment. Standard level Mandarin provides a suitable foundation 
for further study and/or practical use of Mandarin as well as being a coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study for 
students who do not progress to further study in the subject. 

 

Standard level students will learn to communicate confidently with native speakers on a wide range of general topics. 
 

 
Requirements 

 

A genuine interest in the Mandarin language is crucial for this course. You should have studied the language for at least three 
years, and should be keen to develop the level of your language. Literary extracts are included in both courses, but are only 
explicitly examined at Higher Level. You should be prepared to be well organised and to work conscientiously and independently 
over the two year period. 

 
 

Potential careers 
 

In today’s global village, the art of communication is a distinct and saleable asset, whichever career path you choose. Beyond the 
obvious careers requiring a foreign language as a primary skill such as interpreting and translating, there are many fields where 
speaking a foreign language is a highly desirable auxiliary skill. These include travel and tourism, publishing, the media and 
journalism, government services, banking, intelligence and law enforcement, fashion, import/export, law, the performing arts, 
medicine and research, international marketing and real estate. 



Mandarin B – Standard Level 
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5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 

Themes 

Term 1 - Identities 

Term 2 - Experiences 

Term 3 - Human ingenuity 

Term 4 - Social organization 

Term 5 - Sharing the planet 

 

Internal Assessment: 
25%, oral exam, externally moderated. 

Individual oral: 12-15 min + 15 min of preparation 

 
 
 

External Assessment: 

75% Examination  

 Paper 1: one piece of writing from a choice of 3 themes. 1 hr 15 min (25%) 

 Paper 2: Listening and reading (separate sections) 

Listening comprehension – 45 min; Reading comprehension – 1 hr (50%)  

  
 

Contact for further information: 
Ms Ting Ting Wang: tingting.wang@tts.edu.sg 

mailto:tingting.wang@tts.edu.sg


GROUP 2 (LANGUAGES B) 
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MANDARIN B - HIGHER LEVEL 

 
Aims 
 

 Develop international-mindedness through the study of languages, cultures, and ideas and issues of global significance. 

 Enable students to communicate in the language they have studied in a range of contexts and for a variety of purposes. 

 Encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of a variety of 
perspectives of people from diverse cultures. 

 Develop students’ understanding of the relationship between the languages and cultures with which they are familiar. 

 Develop students’ awareness of the importance of language in relation to other areas of knowledge. 

 Provide students, through language learning and the process of inquiry, with opportunities for intellectual engagement 
and the development of critical and creative thinking skills. 

 Provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of an additional language. 

 Foster curiosity, creativity and a lifelong enjoyment of language learning.  
 
 

Course description 
 

The content of the course for Standard and Higher levels is essentially the same. The extra lessons at Higher level will be 
dedicated to more advanced grammar, speaking and literary contentReading literature in the target language can be an enjoyable 
journey into the culture/s studied; it will help students to broaden their vocabulary and to use language in a more creative 
manner, developing fluent reading skills, promoting interpretative and inferential skills and contributing to intercultural 
understanding.  

 
 

Requirements 
 

A genuine interest in the Mandarin language is crucial for this course. You should be keen to develop the level of your language. 
Literary extracts are included in both courses, but are only explicitly examined at Higher level. You should be prepared to be well 
organised and to work conscientiously and independently over the two year period. 

 

Higher level is a good stepping stone to university Mandarin.  You should bear this in mind when making your decision.  Studying 
a language can lead directly into a number of career paths – the business world, travel or tourism, literature, journalism and the 
media, translation or teaching. However its real value lies in the skills you will acquire over the two year period. An understanding 
of people, foreign cultures and a perspective on an increasingly “global” world is without doubt crucial. Furthermore, a wide range 
of employers value language graduates above many others, simply because they have developed the people skills to communicate 
and interact with others. Above all else, this is what studying a language will bring you. 

 
 

Potential careers 
 

In today’s global village, the art of communication is a distinct and saleable asset, whichever career path you choose. Beyond the 
obvious careers requiring a foreign language as a primary skill such as interpreting and translating, there are many fields where 
speaking a foreign language is a highly desirable auxiliary skill. These include travel and tourism, publishing, the media and 
journalism, government services, banking, intelligence and law enforcement, fashion, import/export, law, the performing arts, 
medicine and research, international marketing and real estate. 



Mandarin B – Higher Level 
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5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 

Themes 

Term 1 - Identities 

Term 2 - Experiences 

Term 3 - Human ingenuity 

Term 4 - Social organization 

Term 5 - Sharing the planet 

 

Internal Assessment: 
25%, oral exam, externally moderated. 

Individual oral: 12-15 min + 20 min of preparation 

 
 
 
 

External Assessment: 

75% Examination  

 Paper 1: one piece of writing from a choice of 3 themes. 1 hr 30 min (25%) 

 Paper 2: Listening and reading (separate sections) 

Listening comprehension – 1 hr; Reading comprehension – 1 hr (50%)  

 

 
 

Contact for further information: 
Ms Ting Ting Wang: tingting.wang@tts.edu.sg 
Ms Gloria Shen      : gloria.shen@tts.edu.sg 

mailto:tingting.wang@tts.edu.sg
mailto:gloria.shen@tts.edu.sg
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33  32 

 
 

SPANISH B   -     STANDARD LEVEL 

 
Aims 

 

 Develop international-mindedness through the study of languages, cultures, and ideas and issues of global significance. 

 Enable students to communicate in the language they have studied in a range of contexts and for a variety of purposes. 

 Encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of a variety of 
perspectives of people from diverse cultures. 

 Develop students’ understanding of the relationship between the languages and cultures with which they are familiar. 

 Develop students’ awareness of the importance of language in relation to other areas of knowledge. 

 Provide students, through language learning and the process of inquiry, with opportunities for intellectual engagement 
and the development of critical and creative thinking skills. 

 Provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of an additional language. 

 Foster curiosity, creativity and a lifelong enjoyment of language learning.  
 
 

Course description 
 

The course comprises five themes: Identities, Experiences, Human ingenuity, Social organization and Sharing the planet. These 
prescribed themes are illustrated with guiding principles and recommended topics, such as health and wellbeing, customs and 
traditions, communication and media, education and the environment.  Standard level Spanish provides a suitable foundation 
for further study and/or practical use of Spanish as well as being a coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study for 
students who do not progress to further study in the subject. 

 

Standard level students will learn to communicate confidently with native speakers on a wide range of general topics. 
 

 
Requirements 

 

A genuine interest in the Spanish language is crucial for this course. You should have studied the language for at least three 
years, and should be keen to develop the level of your language. Literary extracts are included in both courses, but are only 
explicitly examined at Higher level. You should be prepared to be well organised and to work conscientiously and independently 
over the two year period. 

 
 

Potential careers 
 

In today’s global village, the art of communication is a distinct and saleable asset, whichever career path you choose. Beyond the 
obvious careers requiring a foreign language as a primary skill such as interpreting and translating, there are many fields where 
speaking a foreign language is a highly desirable auxiliary skill. These include travel and tourism, publishing, the media and 
journalism, government services, banking, intelligence and law enforcement, fashion, import/export, law, the performing arts, 
medicine and research, international marketing and real estate. 



Spanish B – Standard Level 
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5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 

Core ( C) & Options (O) 
Content 

Term 1 – Leisure (O), Argentina (O), Spanish Artists (O), Health (O) 
 
Term 2 – Communication and Media (C), Cuban Revolution (O) 
 
Term 3 – Science and Technology (O), Spanish civil war (O) 
 
Term 4 – Immigration (O), Pinochet (O), Globalization (C), Domestic Violence (C) 
 
Term 5 – Exam preparation 

 
Internal Assessment: 

25%, oral exam, externally moderated. 

Individual oral: 12-15 min + 15 min of preparation 

 
 

External Assessment: 

75% Examination  

 Paper 1: one piece of writing from a choice of 3 themes. 1 hr 15 min (25%) 

 Paper 2: Listening and reading (separate sections) 

Listening comprehension – 45 min; Reading comprehension – 1 hr (50%)  

 

 
Contact for further information: 

Mr Gwyn Godfrey: gwyn.godfrey@tts.edu.sg  

mailto:gwyn.godfrey@tts.edu.sg
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SPANISH B  -     HIGHER LEVEL 

 
Aims 

 

 Develop international-mindedness through the study of languages, cultures, and ideas and issues of global significance. 

 Enable students to communicate in the language they have studied in a range of contexts and for a variety of purposes. 

 Encourage, through the study of texts and through social interaction, an awareness and appreciation of a variety of 
perspectives of people from diverse cultures. 

 Develop students’ understanding of the relationship between the languages and cultures with which they are familiar. 

 Develop students’ awareness of the importance of language in relation to other areas of knowledge. 

 Provide students, through language learning and the process of inquiry, with opportunities for intellectual engagement 
and the development of critical and creative thinking skills. 

 Provide students with a basis for further study, work and leisure through the use of an additional language. 

 Foster curiosity, creativity and a lifelong enjoyment of language learning.  
 
 
 

Course description 
 

The content of the course for Standard and Higher levels is essentially the same. The extra lessons at Higher level will be 
dedicated to more advanced grammar, speaking and literary content. Reading literature in the target language can be an 
enjoyable journey into the culture/s st u di e d; it will help students to broaden their vocabulary and to use language in a more 
creative manner, developing fluent reading skills, promoting interpretative and inferential skills and contributing to intercultural 
understanding. TTS Spanish department will study Parallel texts. 

 

 
Requirements 

 

A genuine interest in the Spanish language is crucial for this course. You should have studied the language for at least three 
years, and should be keen to develop the level of your language. Literary extracts are included in both courses, but are only 
explicitly examined at Higher level. You should be prepared to be well organised and to work conscientiously and independently 
over the two year period. 

 

Higher level is a good stepping stone to university Spanish. You should bear this in mind when making your decision. Studying a 
language can lead directly into a number of career paths – the business world, travel or tourism, literature, journalism and the 
media, translation or teaching. However its real value lies in the skills you will acquire over the two year period. An understanding 
of people, foreign cultures and a perspective on an increasingly “global” world is without doubt crucial. Furthermore, a wide range 
of employers value language graduates above many others, simply because they have developed the people skills to communicate 
and interact with others. Above all else, this is what studying a language will bring you. 

 
 

Potential careers 
 

In today’s global village, the art of communication is a distinct and saleable asset, whichever career path you choose. Beyond the 
obvious careers requiring a foreign language as a primary skill such as interpreting and translating, there are many fields where 
speaking a foreign language is a highly desirable auxiliary skill. These include travel and tourism, publishing, the media and 
journalism, government services, banking, intelligence and law enforcement, fashion, import/export, law, the performing arts, 
medicine and research, international marketing and real estate. 



Spanish B – Standard Level 
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5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 

Core ( C) & Options (O) 
Content 

 
Term 1 – Leisure (O), Argentina (O), Spanish Artists (O), Health (O) 
 
Term 2 – Communication and Media (C), Cuban Revolution (O) 
 
Term 3 – Science and Technology (O), Spanish civil war (O) 
 
Term 4 – Immigration (O), Pinochet (O), Globalization (C), Domestic Violence (C) 
 
Term 5 – Exam preparation 

 

Internal Assessment: 
25%, oral exam, externally moderated. 

Individual oral: 12-15 min + 15 min of preparation 

 
 
 
 

External Assessment: 

 

75% Examination  

 Paper 1: one piece of writing from a choice of 3 themes. 1 hr 15 min (25%) 

 Paper 2: Listening and reading (separate sections) 

Listening comprehension – 45 min; Reading comprehension – 1 hr (50%)  

 

 
Contact for further information: 

Mr Gwyn Godfrey: gwyn.godfrey@tts.edu.sg  
 

mailto:gwyn.godfrey@tts.edu.sg


GROUP 2 
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CLASSICAL LANGUAGES LATIN  -   STANDARD & HIGHER LEVEL 

 
Aims 
 
 To demonstrate competence in understanding, translation and appreciation of texts in the original language 
 To demonstrate a knowledge of different genres, techniques and styles of literature studied partly in the original 

language and partly in translation 
 To demonstrate a knowledge, in so far as it helps an appreciation of the texts, of the historical and cultural background of 

those texts 
 To demonstrate an awareness of relationships between the ancient and the modern world, including between individual 

or imperial states and more recent history of nationalism and internationalism, all within their respective cultural and 
historical contexts 

 To demonstrate an ability to collect and analyse relevant information independently and to present it clearly 
 To develop students’ awareness of the role of language in relation to other areas of knowledge 
 To provide the opportunity for enjoyment, creativity and intellectual stimulation through knowledge of a language 
 To develop students’ awareness of the relationship between languages ad culture 

 

 
 

Course description 
 

At this stage, much of the grammar has been studied already, so students will concentrate on reviewing this and being 
introduced to various texts from the rich literature of classical Rome. They will find that they are able to extend their 
knowledge of Roman civilisation through close reading and discussion of this literature. The language paper (35%) will 
build on translation skills developed at GCSE, but a dictionary is allowed at IB Level. Coursework (20%) will consist of a 
short “research dossier” on any topic of Roman Life. 

 

 
Requirements 

 

In Latin it is a fundamental principle that the texts should be studied in the original language and therefore that students’ 
linguistic ability should be at the appropriate level to be able to achieve this. Further parts of the same texts along with others 
are studied in translation, within their cultural context, so as to widen a student’s understanding of classical literature and history 
and the symbiosis between them. At both Higher and Standard Level, the internal assessment “Individual Study” component will 
enable candidates to study independently, in depth, an aspect of ancient language, literature and civilisation that they find of 
particular interest. You should also be prepared to be well organised and to work conscientiously and independently over the 
two year period. 

 
 

Potential careers 
 

This course will allow for strong university and employment prospects. Gaining a good grade in Latin is viewed as excellent proof 
of a student’s academic and intellectual abilities by admission tutors in a wide range of university disciplines, such as Law, 
Medicine, Classics, History, Politics, Modern and Oriental Languages, Archaeology, Theology and English. 
The most prominent areas of employment for Classicists are: 
 

 finance, banking, insurance, accountancy; 
 marketing and related areas; 
 management, administration, civil service, law 
 the arts, journalism, publishing, education; 
 computer sciences. 



CLASSICAL LANGUAGES LATIN – Standard & Higher Level 
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5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Core Content taught over 

5 terms: 

STUDY OF LANGUAGE 
Students will study either Cicero or Ovid in order to develop language skills. 

 

STUDY OF LITERATURE 
A detailed study of literature from two options in the original language chosen from five 
prescribed options. 

 

 Virgil 

 History 

 Love Poetry 

 Women 

 Good Living 

SL/HL 
Internal Assessment: 

20% Individual study internally assessed, externally moderated. Students choose an aspect of 
classical studies which interests them to research and write on. 

 

SL/HL 
External Assessment: 

80% Examination  

 Paper 1: Translation from Latin of a specified part or parts from one of the prescribed 
authors, of 55-60 words (35%) 

 Paper 2: Questions based on ten extracts, two from each genre. Candidates answer 
questions on three extracts covering two topics (45%) 

 

 
 
 

Comparison between this course and A-Level 
 

We believe that the Language B courses at both Standard and Higher Levels are significantly different to A-Level courses. The IB 
course is not based on a defined range of topics but focuses on enabling students to produce accurate translations of work in a 
wide variety of genres. Historical contexts studied in class are very varied and reflect aspects of life and literature from throughout 
the Roman world. 

 

In terms of assessment, there are 2 major differences: A-Level students study a modular course and there is no coursework 
requirement. IB students have an element of individual study as stated above. 

 
 

Contact for further information: 
Mrs Victoria Atkinson: victoria.atkinson@tts.edu.sg 

mailto:victoria.atkinson@tts.edu.sg
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GROUP 3 (INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES) 
 

 

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT    -     STANDARD LEVEL 

 

Aims 
 

 To enhance the student’s ability to make business decisions 
 To promote the importance of exploring business issues from different cultural perspectives 
 To encourage a holistic view of the world of business 
 To enable a student to understand the concepts of a global economy 
 To promote awareness of social, cultural and ethical factors in the actions of organisations 
 To appreciate the social and ethical responsibilities associated with businesses operating in international markets 
 To enable a student to appreciate the nature and significance of change 
 To enable a student to develop the capacity to think critically 
 To provide progression from school to higher education or employment in industry or commerce 

 
 

Course description 
 

The main goal of BM at Tanglin Trust School is to allow students to examine business decision making processes and 

Understand how these impact on and are affected by internal and external environments. Students will develop an 
understanding of business theory and an ability to apply business principles, practices and skills. 

 
During the course students will explore a wide range of business organisations and activities, as well as the cultural and economic 
context in which businesses operate. BM will furnish students with the knowledge and skills needed for a successful career in the 
corporate world. 

 

In summary, students will explore strategic decision making and the main functions of the business: 
 

 Marketing 
 Production 
 Human resource management 
 Finance 

 
 

Requirements 
 

Students should have a keen interest in the business world and have an ability to apply theoretical business concepts to realͲlife 

business scenarios. They should be enthusiastic and motivated to learn, and this should be demonstrated by their sustained 
awareness of the business world around them. As such, students should regularly follow the business news through print media 
or news websites such as the BBC. The internal assessment (a written commentary of 1500 words) requires both strong research 
and report writing skills. 

 
 

Potential careers 
 

The Business Management course is excellent preparation for the world of work as no matter what career a student decides to 
follow, there will always be an element of business within it. Whether it be a career in medicine or law, architecture or 
horticulture, an understanding of how businesses operate will prove invaluable. In addition, the BM course helps students 
develop skills that are critical and easily transferable to the world of work. BM requires students to have an inquisitive mind 
and to have the ability to apply theory to real life business situations. Students are encouraged to have an astute awareness of 
the world around them and an understanding of how organisations and society interact. Through its exploration of the various 
business functions, BM proves to be excellent preparation for any career in the corporate world, such as in human resources, 
marketing, finance or operations. 
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Business and Management Ͳ Standard Level 
 

 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

 
Term 1 - Topic 1: Business Organisation and 

  Environment 
 1.1 Introduction to Business Management 
 1.2 Types of Organizations 
 1.3 Organisational objectives 
 1.4 Stakeholders 
 1.5 External environment 
 1.6 Growth & evolution 

 

 
Term 2  - Topic 2: Human Resources 

 2.1 Functions & Evolution 
 2.2 Organizational Structure 
 2.3 Leadership and Management 
 2.4 Motivation 

 
Term 3  - Topic 3: Accounts and Finance 

 3.1 Sources of finance 
 3.2 Costs & Revenues 
 3.3 Break-even analysis 
 3.4 Final accounts 
 3.5 Profitability & ratio analysis 
 Start internal assessment 
 3.7 Cash Flow 
 3.8 Investment Appraisal 

 
Term 4 - Topic 5:Operations Management 

 5.1 The role of operations management 
 5.2 Production methods 
 Complete internal assessment 
 5.4 Location 

 
Term 5 - Topic 4: Marketing 

 4.1 The role of marketing 
 4.2 Marketing planning 
 4.4 Market Research 
 4.5 The four ‘P’s 
 4.8 e-commerce 

 

Option Topics: None 

Internal Assessment: 25% on one 1500 word report on a particular business facing a decision or issue to resolve 

 
External Assessment: 

75% Examination  

 Paper 1: Pre seen case study with four compulsory questions and one from two extended response questions 
(40%) 

 Paper 2: Four from six unseen case study questions (35%) 
 

 
Comparison between this course and A-Level 

 

Comparison with the AQA A-Level syllabus shows that both the IB and the A-Level cover the same major theoretical content.. There 
are no optional units in either the IB or the A-Level. The A-Level does not contain any coursework assessment. 

Exam  papers  predominantly  use  unseen  case  studies,  however  there  is  one  pre-released  context  at  A Level .  At A level the 
examinations are synoptic. 

 

We have tended to find that results can be more unpredictable at A-Level but that there is often a wider range of marks than at 
IB where results have been more grouped around an average. 

 
 

Contact for further information: 
Mrs. Mhairi Aluthge-Donna: mhairi.aluthge-donna@tts.edu.sg 
 

mailto:mhairi.aluthge-donna@tts.edu.sg
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GROUP 3 (INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES) 
 

 

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT   -    HIGHER LEVEL 

 

Aims 
 

 To enhance the student’s ability to make business decisions 
 To promote the importance of exploring business issues from different cultural perspectives 
 To encourage a holistic view of the world of business 
 To enable a student to understand the concepts of a global economy 
 To promote awareness of social, cultural and ethical factors in the actions of organisations 
 To appreciate the social and ethical responsibilities associated with businesses operating in international markets 
 To enable a student to appreciate the nature and significance of change 
 To enable a student to develop the capacity to think critically 
 To provide progression from school to higher education or employment in industry or commerce 

 
 

Course description 
 

The  main  goal  of  BM  at  Tanglin  Trust  School  is  to  allow  students  to  examine  business  decision making  processes  and 

understand how these impact on and are affected by internal and external environments. Students will develop an 
understanding of business theory and an ability to apply business principles, practices and skills. 

 

During the course students will explore a wide range of business organisations and activities, as well as the cultural and economic 
context in which businesses operate. BM will furnish students with the knowledge and skills needed for a successful career in the 
corporate world. 
 
In addition to the topics studied on the Standard level course, the Higher level course also focuses on Business Strategy, allowing 
students to appreciate a more holistic and long term view of business organisations. 
 
In summary, students will explore strategic decision making and the main functions of the business: 
 

 Marketing 
 Production 
 Human resource management 
 Finance 

 
 

Requirements 
 

Students should have a keen interest in the business world and have an ability to apply theoretical business concepts to realͲlife 

business scenarios. They should be enthusiastic and motivated to learn, and this should be demonstrated by their sustained 
awareness of the business world around them. As such, students should regularly follow the business news through print media 
or news websites such as the BBC. The internal assessment (a written report of 2000 words) requires both strong research and 
report writing skills. 

 
 

Potential careers 
 

The Business Management course is excellent preparation for the world of work as no matter what career a student decides to 
follow, there will always be an element of business within it. Whether it be a career in medicine or law, architecture or 
horticulture, an understanding of how businesses operate will prove invaluable. In addition, the BM course helps students 
develop skills that are critical and easily transferable to the world of work. BM requires students to have an inquisitive mind 
and to have the ability to apply theory to real life business situations. Students are encouraged to have an astute awareness of 
the world around them and an understanding of how organisations and society interact. Through its exploration of the various 
business functions, BM proves to be excellent preparation for any career in the corporate world, such as in human resources, 
marketing, finance or operations. 
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Business and Management Ͳ Higher Level 
 

 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

 
Term 1 - Topic 1: Business Organisation and 
                environment  

 1.1 Introduction to Business        
 1.2 Types of Organizations 
 1.3 Organisational objectives 
 1.4 Stakeholders 
 1.5 External environment 
 1.6 Growth & evolution 
 1.7 Organisational Planning tools Management 

 
Term 2 - Topic 2: Human Resources 

 2.1 Functions & Evolution 
 2.2 Organizational Structure 
 2.3 Leadership and Management 
 2.4 Motivation 
 2.5 Organizational culture 
 2.6 Industrial/employee relations 

 
Term 3 - Topic 3: Accounts and Finance 

 3.1 Sources of finance 
 3.2 Costs & Revenues 
 3.3 Break-even analysis 
 3.4 Final accounts 
 3.5 Profitability & ratio analysis 
 3.6 Efficiency ratio analysis 
 Start internal assessment 
 3.7 Cash Flow 
 3.8 Investment Appraisal 
 3.9 Budgets 

 
Term 4 - Topic 5:Operations Management 

 5.1 The role of operations management 
 5.2 Production methods 
 5.3 Lean production and quality planning 
 Complete internal assessment 
 5.5 Production planning management 
 5.6 Research & Development 
 5.7 Crisis Management & Contingency 

 
Term 5 - Topic 4: Marketing 

 4.1 The role of marketing 
 4.2 Marketing planning 
 4.3 Sales Forecasting 
 4.4 Market Research 
 4.5 The four ‘P’s 
 4.6 The extended marketing mix of seven Ps 
 4.7 International marketing 
 4.8 e-commerce 
 Complete internal assessment 

 
Option Topics: None 

Internal Assessment: 25% on one 2000 word report on a particular business facing a decision or issue to resolve 

 
External Assessment: 

75% Examination  

 Paper 1: Pre seen case study with four compulsory questions and one from two extended response questions 
(40%) 

 Paper 2: Four from six unseen case study questions (35%) 
  

Comparison between this course and A-Level 

 

Comparison with the AQA A-Level syllabus shows that both the IB and the A-Level cover the same major theoretical content.. There 
are no optional units in either the IB or the A-Level. The A-Level does not contain any coursework assessment. 

Exam  papers  predominantly  use  unseen  case  studies,  however  there  is  one  pre-released  context  at  A level .  At A   level  the 
examinations are synoptic. 

 
We have tended to find that results can be more unpredictable at A-Level but that there is often a wider range of marks than at 
IB where results have been more grouped around an average. 

 
Contact for further information: 
Mrs. Mhairi Aluthge-Donna: mhairi.aluthge-donna@tts.edu.sg 

mailto:mhairi.aluthge-donna@tts.edu.sg
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ECONOMICS   -   STANDARD LEVEL 

 
Aims 

 

 To provide students with a core knowledge of Economics 
 Encourage students think critically about Economics 
 Promote an awareness and understanding of internationalism in Economics 
 Encourage students’ development as independent learners 
 Enable students to distinguish between positive and normative economics 
 Enable students to recognize their own tendencies for bias. 

 
Course description 

 

The main goal of Economics at Tanglin Trust School is to allow students to gain an understanding of Economic theory and its 
application to the world around them. Economics provides the knowledge and insight necessary to understand the impact of 
developments in business, society and the world economy. It enables us to understand the decisions of households, firms and 
governments based on human behaviour, beliefs, structure, constraints and need. 

 

Economics addresses many issues that society currently faces but can equally be applied to questions such as what makes a 
luxury item such as a diamond more expensive than a necessity like water and why should public transport be subsidised by the 
government? 

 
Over the course students will cover the following units: 
 

 Microeconomics 
 Macroeconomics 
 International Economics 
 Development Economics 

 

 
Requirements 

 

Although no prior knowledge of Economics is necessary to undertake this course of study. However, a familiarity with Economic 
concepts would be an advantage. You should have an interest in global current affairs and in exploring the points of view of 
different individuals, nations and cultures in the world economy. The rigours of the course will require you to be motivated, 
enthusiastic and committed to your studies. 

 

 
Potential careers 

 

The study of economics will provide numerical, analytical and descriptive skills, and through the study of economics you will learn 
how to extract the essential elements from complex issues and gain an understanding of the relationship between the different 
elements. You will learn how to think in a careful and precise way, how to analyse problems and communicate your findings 
effectively. All of these skills, developed through the study of Economics, are valued in a wide range of careers such as such as 
accountancy, financial services, business management, marketing, politics, sales and the civil service. 



Economics Ͳ Standard Level 
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5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

 
Term 1 - Introduction to Economics 
 
This unit will cover the basis terminology and concepts of Economics and will introduce the role 
of Economics in real world situations. This section will explore what markets and governments 
can and cannot do in the cases of both MEDCs and LEDCs. 

 

Term 2 - Microeconomics 
 
The purpose of this unit is to identify and explain the importance of markets and the role played 
by demand and supply. The failures of the market system (such as pollution) will also be 
identified and possible solutions will be examined. 

 

Term 3 - Macroeconomics 
 
This unit will examine the major macroeconomic issues facing countries’ Economic growth, 
Economic development, unemployment, inflation and income distribution. Economic strategies 
available to governments will be introduced and evaluated and applied to various economies 
throughout the world. 

 
Term 4 - International Economics 
 
In this unit the reasons why countries trade and the problems that they may face as a result are 
explored. The role of the World Trade Organisation and trading blocs will be addressed and the 
arguments for and against free trade and globalization will be evaluated. 

 

Term 5 - Development Economics 
 
The main purpose of this unit is to understand the problems faced by LEDCs and to develop an 
awareness of possible solutions to these problems. This unit also provides the opportunity for an 
in depth exploration of the trade vs. aid debate. 
 

Option Topics: None 

Internal Assessment: 20% on a portfolio of four commentaries on news articles. 

 
External Assessment: 

80% Examination  

 Paper 1: Two extended responses from two sections (40%) 

 Paper 2: Two questions from four data response (40%) 
 

 
 

Comparison between this course and A-Level 
 

The IB and AQA A-Level syllabi are quite similar. Most of the core content of both IB Higher and Standard Level is similar although 
Standard Level does not include the Theory of the Firm, some more advanced macroeconomics such as the Expectations, 
Augmented Phillips Curve and a few other smaller topics. With the omission of these topics, the Standard Level is taught and 
assessed to the same depth of knowledge, application and evaluation as Higher Level. The Higher Level does include greater skills 
of analysis as a result of the quantitative and mathematical methods utilized. 
 
The coursework requirements at Standard Level are similar to Higher Level, but the exams consist of only two rather than three 
papers for Higher. 

 
 

Contact for further information: 
Mrs Mhairi Aluthge-Donna: mhairi.aluthge-donna@tts.edu.sg 
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ECONOMICS -  HIGHER LEVEL 

 
Aims 

 

 To provide students with a core knowledge of Economics 
 Encourage students think critically about Economics 
 Promote an awareness and understanding of internationalism in Economics 
 Encourage students’ development as independent learners 
 Enable students to distinguish between positive and normative economics 
 Enable students to recognize their own tendencies for bias. 

 

 
Course description 

 

The main goal of Economics at Tanglin Trust School is to allow students to gain an understanding of Economic theory and its 
application to the world around them. Economics provides the knowledge and insight necessary to understand the impact of 
developments in business, society and the world economy. It enables us to understand the decisions of households, firms and 
governments based on human behaviour, beliefs, structure, constraints and need. 

 

Economics addresses many issues that society currently faces but can equally be applied to questions such as what makes a 
luxury item such as a diamond more expensive than a necessity like water. And why should public transport be subsidised by the 
government? 

 
Over the course students will cover the following units: 
 

 Microeconomics 
 Macroeconomics 
 International Economics 
 Development Economics 
 

 
Requirements 

 

No prior knowledge of Economics is necessary to undertake this course of study. However, a familiarity with economic concepts 
would be an advantage. You should have an interest in global current affairs and in exploring the points of view of different 
individuals, nations and cultures in the world economy. The rigours of the course will require you to be motivated, enthusiastic 
and committed to your studies. 

 
 

 
Potential careers 

 

The study of Economics will provide numerical, analytical and descriptive skills, and through the study of economics you will learn 
how to extract the essential elements from complex issues and gain an understanding of the relationship between the different 
elements. You will learn how to think in a careful and precise way, how to analyse problems and communicate your findings 
effectively. All of these skills, developed through the study of economics, are valued in a wide range of careers such as such as 
accountancy, financial services, business management, marketing, politics, sales and the civil service. 



Economics Ͳ Higher Level 
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5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

 
Term 1 - Introduction to Economics 
 
This unit will cover the basis terminology and concepts of economics and will introduce the role 
of Economics in real world situations. This section will explore what markets and governments 
can and cannot do in the cases of both MEDCs and LEDCs. 

 

Term 2 - Microeconomics 
 
The purpose of this unit is to identify and explain the importance of markets and the role played 
by demand and supply. The failures of the market system (such as pollution) will also be 
identified and possible solutions will be examined. At higher level, this unit will also investigate 
the roles played by consumers, producers and the government in different market structures. 

 

Term 3 - Macroeconomics 
 
This unit will examine the major macroeconomic issues facing countries’ economic growth, 
Economic development, unemployment, inflation and income distribution. Economic strategies 
available to governments will be introduced and evaluated and applied to various economies 
throughout the world. At higher level, this unit will address these economic strategies in more 
depth. 

 
Term 4 - International Economics 
 
In this unit the reasons why countries trade and the problems that they may face as a result are 
explored. The role of the World Trade Organisation and trading blocs will be addressed and the 
arguments for and against free trade and globalization will be evaluated. At higher level, the 
issues surrounding economic integration will be investigated in more depth. 

 

Term 5 - Development Economics 
 
The main purpose of this unit is to understand the problems faced by LEDCs and to develop an 
awareness of possible solutions to these problems. This unit also provides the opportunity for an 
in depth exploration of the trade vs. aid debate. 
 
 
 

Option Topics: None 

Internal Assessment: 20% on a portfolio of four commentaries on news articles. 

 
External Assessment: 

80% Examination  

 As standard level except papers worth 30% PLUS 

 Paper 3: Extension paper with quantitative analysis 
 

 
Comparison between this course and A-Level 

 
The IB and AQA A-Level syllabi are quite similar. Most of the core content of both IB Higher and Standard Level is similar although 
Standard Level does not include the Theory of the Firm, some more advanced macro economics such as the Expectations, 
Augmented Phillips Curve and a few other smaller topics. With the omission of these topics, the Standard Level is taught and 
assessed to the same depth of knowledge, application and evaluation as Higher Level. The Higher Level does include greater skills 
of analysis as a result of the quantitative and mathematical methods utilized. 
 
The coursework requirements at Standard Level are similar to Higher Level, but the exams consist of only two rather than three 
papers for Higher. 

 
 

Contact for further information: 
Mrs Mhairi Aluthge-Donna: mhairi.aluthge-donna@tts.edu.sg 
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GROUP 3 (INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES) 
 

 

GEOGRAPHY   -   STANDARD LEVEL  

Aims 
 Encourage the systematic and critical study of human experience and behaviour; physical, economic and social 

environments; and the history and development of social and cultural institutions 
 Develop in the student the capacity to identify, to analyse critically and to evaluate theories, concepts and 

arguments about the nature and activities of the individual and society 
 Enable the student to collect, describe and analyse data used in studies of society, to test hypotheses, and to 

interpret complex data and source material 
 Promote the appreciation of the way in which learning is relevant both to the culture in which the student lives, and 

the culture of other societies 
 Develop an awareness in the student that human attitudes and beliefs are widely diverse and that the study of 

society requires an appreciation of such diversity 
 Enable the student to recognize that the content and methodologies of the subjects in group 3 are contestable and 

that their study requires the toleration of uncertainty. 

More specifically the aims of the Geography syllabus at SL are to enable students to: 
 Develop an understanding of the interrelationships between people, places, spaces and the environment 
 Develop a concern for human welfare and the quality of the environment, and an understanding of the need for planning 

and sustainable management 
 Appreciate the relevance of geography in analysing contemporary issues and challenges, and develop a global 

perspective of diversity and change. 

 
Course description 
 

At Tanglin Trust School Geography is taught as a global dynamic subject that is firmly grounded in the real world and focuses on 
the interactions between individuals, societies and the physical environment in both time and space. It seeks to develop and 
support the ever enquiring mind of the developments, links and changes between the physical and human worlds. Patterns and 
processes are studied and trends identified, looking to the future geographical world in which IB students will live and help to 
shape. IB Geography will investigate the way that people adapt and respond to change and help to develop ideas and management 
strategies associated with such change. Geography describes and helps to explain the similarities and differences between spaces 
and places. These will be taught using local, regional and international exemplars. Local fieldwork will take place to support and 
enhance the course and all students will take part in a residential fieldtrip to Northern Thailand in Year 12. 

Standard Level students will study the following: 
 

Part 1 Optional Themes (two of the themes below) 

 
 Freshwater—drainage basins and 

 Geophysical hazards, or 

 Food and health 
 

Part 2 Geographic Perspectives—Global Change  

 

 Population dynamics—changing population 

 Global climate—vulnerability and resilience 

     Global resource consumption and security 

Standard Level Geography Diploma students will submit a written Internal Assessment report based on fieldwork in Northern 
Thailand. This report will be no more than 2,500 words and will be worth 25% of their final mark. 

      
    Requirements 

The usual requirement for IB Geography is the DOE in Geography. However, students with a lively and enquiring mind, a    
willingness to explore new ideas and an interest in current affairs may be considered without IGCSE Geography. The nature of the 
subject, and its methods of assessment, is such that students need to have a sound level of both numeracy and literacy. 

    Potential careers 

Current concern about climate change, shrinking energy resources and sustainability make Geography a contemporary and very 
relevant course to study. Geography students are highly sought after in areas such as finance and banking, hydrology and flood 
management, education, surveying, GIS, climatology, urban and transport planning, emergency management, demography, 
oceanography and many other areas. Geography students have excellent transferable skills making them attractive to virtually all 
employment sectors. 

“Team workers, self-starters, IT literate, good data interpretation and research skills these are all attributes where Geographers 
‘tick the box’.” (Royal Geographical Society) 
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Geography Ͳ Standard Level 
 

 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Part 1 Optional Themes  
&  

Part 2 Geographic 
Perspectives  

 
 
 

 

Term 1 

 Population dynamics—changing population 

 Freshwater – drainage basins  

 Residential Fieldtrip to Thailand for IA data collection (Approximate cost: $1400) 
 

Term 2 

 Geographical skills and Fieldwork – writing of IA 

 Population dynamics—changing population 

 Geophysical hazards (Option – SL to attend either these or Food and Health lessons) 
 

Term 3 

 Global resource consumption and security  

 Global climate—vulnerability and resilience 
 

Term 4 

 Food and health (Option - SL to attend either these or Geophysical hazards lessons) 

 Global climate—vulnerability and resilience 
 

Term 5 

 Food and health (Option) 

   
Internal Assessment: 

 
25% Fieldwork Report (maximum 2500 words) externally moderated. 

 
External Assessment: 

75% Examination  

 Paper 1 (35%): Two questions must be answered on the Option topics of Freshwater, 
Geophysical hazards and Food and health. Each option has a structured question and one 
extended answer question from a choice of two. 

 Paper 2 (40%): Three structured questions, based on each core unit, an Infographic or visual 
stimulus, with structured questions and one extended answer question from a choice of 
two. 

 
 

Comparison between this course and A-Level 

 

The requirements of the syllabus and the standard of the exam are broadly comparable to A2. However, the IB is keen to stress 
the inter-relationships between the Core and the different modules. 

The IB course is an “international” syllabus, drawing on the experiences and methodologies of teachers from many parts of the 
world. 

 

The aims of the IB course are: 
 

 Develop a global perspective and a sense of world interdependence 
 Understanding between people, places and environments 
 Concern for quality of the environment; sustainable development 

 Recognise the need for social justice, equity, combat bias, prejudice, appreciate diversity 
 

It is important to recognise that Standard Level is not inherently easier than Higher Level. Students study the same 
Geographic Perspectives as Higher Level, and only two of the Optional Themes. The examination questions are the same for 
both SL and HL, however there is no Extension Paper at SL.  

 
 

Contact for further information: 
Mrs Bridget Ruben: Bridget.Ruben@tts.edu.sg 

mailto:Lesley.allen@tts.edu.sg
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GROUP 3 (INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES) 
 

 

GEOGRAPHY   -   HIGHER LEVEL  

Aims 
 Encourage the systematic and critical study of human experience and behaviour; physical, economic and social 

environments; and the history and development of social and cultural institutions 
 Develop in the student the capacity to identify, to analyse critically and to evaluate theories, concepts and arguments 

about the nature and activities of the individual and society 
 Enable the student to collect, describe and analyse data used in studies of society, to test hypotheses, and to interpret 

complex data and source material 
 Promote the appreciation of the way in which learning is relevant both to the culture in which the student lives, and the 

culture of other societies 
 Develop an awareness in the student that human attitudes and beliefs are widely diverse and that the study of society 

requires an appreciation of such diversity 
 Enable the student to recognize that the content and methodologies of the subjects in group 3 are contestable and that 

their study requires the toleration of uncertainty. 

More specifically the aims of the Geography syllabus at SL are to enable students to: 
 Develop an understanding of the interrelationships between people, places, spaces and the environment 
 Develop a concern for human welfare and the quality of the environment, and an understanding of the need for planning 

and sustainable management 
 Appreciate the relevance of geography in analysing contemporary issues and challenges, and develop a global perspective 

of diversity and change. 

Course description 

At Tanglin Trust School geography is taught as a global dynamic subject that is firmly grounded in the real world and focuses on the 
interactions between individuals, societies and the physical environment in both time and space. It seeks to develop and support 
the ever inquiring mind of the developments, links and changes between the physical and human worlds. Patterns and processes 
are studied and trends identified, looking to the future geographical world in which IB students will live and help to shape. IB 
Geography will investigate the way that people adapt and respond to change and help to develop ideas and management strategies 
associated with such change. Geography describes and helps to explain the similarities and differences between spaces and places. 
Local fieldwork will take place to support and enhance the course and all students will take part in a residential fieldtrip to Northern 
Thailand in Year 12. 

 

     Higher Level students will study the following: 
 

Part 1 Optional Themes (all three themes) 

 

 Freshwater—drainage basins 

 Geophysical hazards 

 Food and health 
 

 

 

Part 2 Geographic Perspectives - Global Change  

 

 Population dynamics—changing population 

 Global climate—vulnerability and resilience 

 Global resource consumption and security 
 
Part 2 HL Extension -  Global interactions 
 

 Power, places and networks 

 Human development and diversity 

 Global risks and resilience 

 
Higher Level Geography Diploma students will submit a written Internal Assessment report based on fieldwork in Northern 
Thailand. This report will be no more than 2,500 words and will be worth 20% of their final mark. 
 
Requirements 
The usual requirement for IB Geography is the DOE in Geography. However, students with a lively and enquiring mind, a    willingness 
to explore new ideas and an interest in current affairs may be considered without IGCSE Geography. The nature of the subject, and its 
methods of assessment, is such that students need to have a sound level of both numeracy and literacy. 

Potential careers 

Current concern about climate change, shrinking energy resources and sustainability make Geography a contemporary and very 
relevant course to study. Geography students are highly sought after in areas such as finance and banking, hydrology and flood 
management, education, surveying, GIS, climatology, urban and transport planning, emergency management, demography, 
oceanography and many other areas. Geography students have excellent transferable skills making them attractive to virtually all 
employment sectors. 

“Team workers, self-starters, IT literate, good data interpretation and research skills these are all attributes where Geographers ‘tick 
the box’.” (Royal Geographical Society) 
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Geography Ͳ Higher Level 
 

 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Part 1 Optional Themes  
&  

Part 2 Geographic 
Perspectives & HL Extension  

 

Term 1 

 Population dynamics—changing population 

 Freshwater – drainage basins (Option) 

 Residential Fieldtrip to Thailand for IA data collection (Approximate cost: $1400) 
 

Term 2 

 Geographical skills and Fieldwork – writing of IA 

 Population dynamics—changing population 

 Geophysical hazards (Option) 
 

Term 3 

 Global resource consumption and security  

 Global climate—vulnerability and resilience 
 

Term 4 

 Food and health (Option) 

 Global climate—vulnerability and resilience 
 

Term 5 

 Food and health (Option) 

 Global interactions (HL Extension) 
 

 

Internal Assessment: 
 

20% Fieldwork Report (maximum 2500 words) externally moderated. 

 
 
 

 
External Assessment: 

80% Examination  

 Paper 1 (35%): Three questions must be answered on the Option topics of Freshwater, 
Geophysical hazards and Food and health. Each option has a structured question and one 
extended answer question from a choice of two. 

 Paper 2 (25%): Three structured questions, based on each core unit, an Infographic or visual 
stimulus, with structured questions and one extended answer question from a choice of 
two. 

 Extension Paper (20%): Choice of three extended answer questions, with two parts, based 
on each HL core unit. 

  

Comparison between this course and A-Level 
 

The requirements of the syllabus and the standard of the exam are broadly comparable to A2. However, the IB is keen to stress 
the inter-relationships between the Core and the different modules. 

The IB course is an “international” syllabus, drawing on the experiences and methodologies of teachers from many parts of 
the world. 

 

The aims of the IB course are: 
 

 Develop a global perspective and a sense of world interdependence 
 Understanding between people, places and environments 
 Concern for quality of the environment; sustainable development 
 Recognise the need for social justice, equity, combat bias, prejudice, appreciate diversity 

 

 
Contact for further information: 
Mrs Bridget Ruben: Bridget.Ruben@tts.edu.sg
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HISTORY: 20TH CENTURY WORLD HISTORY  -   STANDARD LEVEL 
 
Aims 

 

In common with all Group 3 subjects the aim (at Standard and Higher levels) is to study human experience and behaviour. To analyse 
different theories, concepts and arguments existing about individuals and society. To collect, describe and analyse data to test hypotheses. 
To promote an appreciation of how your own learning is relevant to your culture and to others. To learn to appreciate human diversity in 
attitudes and opinions and to recognize that the content and methodology which you cover may be contestable. 

 

Specific to History:  
 To promote an understanding of History as a discipline. 

 To encourage an understanding of the present through the past. 

 To  encourage  understanding  of  the  impact  of  historical  developments  at  regional,  national and 

international levels. 

 To  develop  an  awareness  of  one’s  own  historical  identity  through  the  study  of  the    historical  

experiences of different cultures. 
 

The acquisition of historical skills will be applicable to related areas as well as the subject itself – for example; recognizing how and why 
opinions and interpretations differ. You will also develop your understanding of and empathy for, people living in other periods and contexts. 

 

 
Course description 

 

History is a discipline that will give you an understanding of yourself and others in relation to the world, both past and present. At Tanglin we 
have chosen a course which provides a mixture of cultural, political, religious and ideological diversity which spans the twentieth century. 
We have selected an interesting and thought provoking range of leaders and events which will provide ample opportunity to see how wide 
the web of history spreads in terms of causes and consequences. It will prove greatly interesting and will provide an in depth view of some 
of the most influential elements of the last century. The course is assessed via a source analysis paper, an essay paper and an historical 
investigation. 
 
The topics that will be covered are: 
 
The move to global war 

 Italy and Germany 
 Japan 

 
Individual assignment – chosen by you 
 
Authoritarian states (20th century) 

 Hitler – Germany 
 Mao – China 
 Mussolini - Italy 

 
Causes and effects of 20th century wars 

 Spanish and Chinese Civil Wars 
 WW2 

 
 

Requirements 
 

You should be an enthusiastic and capable reader and written communicator as the course requires a great deal of independent research from a 
variety of sources, but principally from several in depth text books. A successful candidate should have a great interest in current affairs, which 
should extend to an appreciation of the political, cultural, racial, religious and ideological diversity of the world. The greater prior understanding 
of this diversity the better, although it is not a requirement. 

 

Potential careers 
 

History is renowned as a subject of great academic rigour which develops highly knowledgeable people with a well rounded view of the world 
and an appreciation of diversity and an awareness and understanding of often conflicting interpretations. It has traditionally lent itself well to 
careers in media, journalism, politics, international relations, education and research. However, because of the analytical approach and evaluation 
of evidence and interpretation it is also favoured by the accounting and legal professions. 
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History: 20th Century World History Ͳ Standard Level 
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5 TERM OVERVIEW 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

Term 1 
 Authoritarian States 

 
 

Term 2 
 The move to Global War 

 

Historical Investigation  
 

 
Term 3 

 Causes and effects of 20th Century Wars 
 
 

Term 4 and 5 
 Authoritarian States                                               

 
 Causes and effects of 20th Century Wars   

 
   The Move to Global War 

 

 

 Hitler and Mussolini 

 

 

 

 Italian and German expansion 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Spanish Civil War and WW2 in Europe 

 

 

 Mao 

 

 Chinese Civil War 

 WW2 in Asia 

 Japanese expansion in East Asia 

Option Topics:  
 

Paper 1 

Prescribed Subjects 
2 prescribed case studies will be taught.  
The Move to Global War 

  
Paper 2 

World History Topics  
Authoritarian States (20th Century) 

  Causes and effects of 20th Century wars.  

Internal 
Assessment: 

Free individual student choice 

External 
Assessment: 

 Paper 1 – Sources Paper covering 
one topic 

  Paper 2 – Essay Paper covering 
two topics 

 

Comparison between this course and A-Level 

Similarities are that both involve source evaluation elements of papers, but in the IB sources paper the questions are scaffolded 
to draw out the skills from simple to high order, whilst at A-Level they are in the form of an evaluative essay and automatically 
require the highest order evaluation. Both options involve essay writing and because of the nature of history, the best answers 
require a mixture of highly focused analysis, deep and broad subject knowledge and creative evaluation, where possible 
incorporating awareness and knowledge of interpretation. The IB coursework element (the Individual Assignment) is really 
independent, as it allows students complete freedom to explore a topic entirely of their own interest and choosing and this 
is unique to this option. At A-Level the coursework involves some choice, but from a prescribed list of topics. The A-Level 
coursework is a larger piece and requires greater depth and focus. 

 
The link with history as a discipline and TOK is also a unique aspect of IB History and enables some deeper appreciation of the 
subject ‘outside the box’. 

 

 
Contact for further information: 
Mr Robert Gulston: Robert.Gulston@tts.edu.sg
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HISTORY: 20TH CENTURY WORLD HISTORY  -  HIGHER LEVEL 

 
Aims 

 

In common with all Group 3 subjects the aim (at Standard and Higher levels) is to study human experience and behaviour. 
To analyse different theories, concepts and arguments existing about individuals and society. To collect, describe and analyse 
data to test hypotheses. To promote an appreciation of how your own learning is relevant to your culture and to others. 
To learn to appreciate human diversity in attitudes and opinions and to recognize that the content and methodology which 
you cover may be contestable. 

 
Specifically in History you will gain an understanding of History as a discipline. You will be encouraged to gain an understanding 
of the present through the past through critical evaluation. You will understand the impact of historical developments 
at regional, national and international levels and will develop an awareness of your own historical identity through the 
study of the historical experiences of different cultures. 
The acquisition of historical skills will be applicable to related areas as well as the subject itself – for example; recognizing 
how and why opinions and interpretations differ. You will also develop your understanding of and empathy for, people living 
in other periods and contexts. 

 
 

Course description 
 

History is a discipline that will give you an understanding of yourself and others in relation to the world, both past and present. 
At Tanglin we have chosen a course which provides a mixture of cultural, political, religious and ideological diversity which 
spans the twentieth century. We have selected an interesting and thought provoking range of leaders and events which will 
provide ample opportunity to see how wide the web of history spreads in terms of causes and consequences. It will prove 
greatly interesting and will provide an in depth view of some of the most influential elements of the last century. The course 
is assessed via a source analysis paper, two essay papers and an historical investigation. 

 
The topics that will be covered are: 
 

The move to global war  
 Italy and Germany  
 Japan 

 
Individual assignment – chosen by you 
 
Authoritarian states (20th century) 

 Hitler – Germany 
 Mao – China 
 Mussolini – Italy  

 
Causes and effects of 20th-century wars.  

 Spanish and Chinese Civil Wars  
 WW2 

 

History of Europe 

 Imperial Russia, revolution and the establishment of 
the Soviet Union(1855-1924) 

 European states in the inter-war years (1918-39) 

 Versailles to Berlin: Diplomacy in Europe (1919-45) 

 

 
Requirements 

 

You should be an enthusiastic and capable reader and written communicator; as the course dictates a great deal of independent 
research from a variety of sources, but principally from several in depth text books. This last point is particularly evident on the 
Higher course - you must be prepared to read a great deal. A successful candidate should have a great interest in current affairs, 
which should extend to an appreciation of the political, cultural, racial, religious and ideological diversity of the world. The 
greater prior understanding of this diversity the better, although it is not a requirement. 

 

 
Potential careers 

 

History is renowned as a subject of great academic rigour which develops highly knowledgeable people with a well rounded 
view of the world and an appreciation of diversity and an awareness and understanding of often conflicting interpretations. It 
has traditionally lent itself well to careers in media, journalism, politics, international relations, education and research. However, 
because of the analytical approach and evaluation of evidence and interpretation it is also favoured by the accounting and legal 
professions. 
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History: 20th Century World History Ͳ Higher Level 
 

 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

Term 1 
 Authoritarian States 
 History of Europe 

 
 

Term 2 
 The move to Global War 
 History of Europe 

 

Historical Investigation 

 
Term 3 

 Causes and effects of 20th Century Wars 
 History and Europe 

 

 
Term 4 and 5 

 Authoritarian States 
 Causes and effects of 20th Century Wars 
 The Move to Global War 
 History of Europe 

 

 

Hitler and Mussolini 

Imperial Russia 

 

 

Italian and German expansion 

Imperial Russia + European States in the Interwar Years 

 

 

 

 

 

The Spanish Civil War and WW2 in Europe 

European States in the Interwar Years 

 

 

Mao 

Chinese Civil War 

WW2 in Asia 

Japanese expansion in East Asia 

European States in the Interwar Years 

Versailles to Berlin, Diplomacy in Europe 

 

Paper 1 

Prescribed Subjects 
2 prescribed case studies will be taught.  

The Move to Global War 

  
Paper 2 

World History Topics   

Authoritarian States (20
th Century) 

   Causes and effects of 20th Century wars.  

            
Paper 3 

HL History of Europe 

Imperial Russia, revolution and the establishment of the Soviet Union 

(1855-1924) -  European states in the inter-war years (1918-39)  

Versailles to Berlin: Diplomacy in Europe (1919-45) 

Internal 
Assessment: 

Free individual student choice 

External 
Assessment: 

 Paper 1 – Sources Paper covering 
one topic 

 Paper 2 – Essay Paper covering two 
topics 

 Paper 3 – Essay Paper covering three 
topics 

  

 

Comparison between this course and A-Level 

Similarities are that both involve source evaluation elements of papers, but in the IB sources paper the questions are scaffolded to draw out the 
skills from simple to high order, whilst at A-Level they are in the form of an evaluative essay and automatically require the highest order 
evaluation. Both options involve essay writing and because of the nature of history, the best answers require a mixture of highly focused 
analysis, deep and broad subject knowledge and creative evaluation, where possible incorporating awareness and knowledge of interpretation. 
The IB coursework element (the Individual Assignment) is really independent, as it allows students complete freedom to explore a topic entirely 
of their own interest and choosing and this is unique to this option. At A-Level the coursework involves some choice, but from a prescribed 
list of topics. The A-Level coursework is a larger piece and requires greater depth and focus. The IB Higher course covers the greatest amount of 
content, which is why we have looked to create overlap between papers where possible. 

 
The link with history as a discipline and TOK is also a unique aspect of IB History and enables some deeper appreciation of the subject ‘outside 
the box’. 

 

Contact for further information: 
Mr Robert Gulston :Robert.Gulston@tts.edu.sg
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PHILOSOPHY   -   STANDARD LEVEL 

 
Aims 

 

 Develop an inquiring and intellectually curious way of thinking 

 Formulate arguments in a sound and purposeful way 

 Examine critically their own experiences and their ideological and cultural perspectives 

 Appreciate the diversity of approaches within philosophical thinking 

 Apply their philosophical knowledge and skills to the world around them. 
 
 

Course description 

The emphasis of the Diploma Programme philosophy course is on “doing philosophy”, that is, on engaging students in 
philosophical activity and encouraging them to develop into independent thinkers. Clearly the philosophy course is an opportunity 
to introduce students to some of the world’s most influential thinkers, hence the inclusion of the study of a philosophical 
text as one component of the course. However, it is also an opportunity for students to engage in philosophical activity 
themselves. Each area of the course provides students with an opportunity to explore different philosophical concepts and issues, 
and having a single underlying focus on “doing philosophy” helps to give the course unity and coherence across these different 
elements. 

 

 
Core theme 

 

Being human  
 Identity 

 Personhood 

 Freedom 

 Mind and body 

 The self and the other 

 Human nature 

 

Ethics 
 

Normative ethics  
 Moral principles 

 Virtue/character-based theories 

 Deontological versus teleological theories

 

Meta ethics 

 

 The origins and nature of moral values 

 Foundations for moral judgments 

 Ethical language 

 

Applied ethnics 
 

 Two of the following three areas of applied ethics must be studied 

 Biomedical ethics 

 Environmental ethics 

 Distribution of wealth 



Philosophy – Standard Level 
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Prescribed text:  Prescribed text:  select any ONE text from:Ͳ 

 

Author Title 

Simone de Beauvoir The Second Sex, Vol. 1 part 1, Vol. 2 part 1 and Vol. 2 part 4 

Rene Descartes Meditations 

David Hume Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion 

John Stuart Mill On Liberty 

Friedrich Nietzsche The Genealogy of Morals 

Martha Nussbaum Creating Capabilities: The Human Development Approach 

Ortega y Gasset The Origin of Philosophy 

Plato The Republic, Books IVͲIX 

Peter Singer The Life You Can Save 

Charles Taylor The Ethics of Authenticity 

Lao Tzu Tao Te Ching 

Zhuangzi 
(Please note alternative spellings also 
include Chuang Tzu) 

Zhuangzi, Inner Chapters 

 

 

Requirements 
 

No former experience of the subject is necessary to study Philosophy at Standard Level, but students should be interested in the 
great questions of life and enjoy analyzing ideas and concepts. They should be comfortable with reading texts and researching 
essays from a range of different sources. As the initial experience of philosophy can be testing, students must enjoy being 
intellectually challenged and they must be motivated, enthusiastic and well organised. 

 
 

 
Potential careers 

 

The study of philosophy is central to the development of a person’s analytical and critical faculties, encouraging them to think 
independently and helping them to recognize good arguments from poor. It requires a close reading of texts to identify errors in 
reasoning, bias and false assumptions. It encourages people to argue persuasively and coherently and, as such, is invaluable in 
any career that requires analytical thought and the ability to communicate clearly and succinctly. Philosophy specialists excel in 
careers such as law, politics, journalism, research and other related professions. 



 

  

Philosophy  - Standard Level 
 

 
 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

 
Term 1 - Core theme: Being human 

 Personhood, mind/body problem/freewill and determinism/identity/the self and others 
 

Term 2 - Optional theme: Ethics 
 Ethics 

 
Term 3 

 Ethics 
 Internal assessment 

 
Term 4 

 Descartes Meditations 
 

Term 5 
 Descartes Meditations 

Option Topics: 
Standard Level: One from following list 

 Aesthetics; Epistemology; Ethics; Philosophy and contemporary society; Philosophy of 
religion; Philosophy of science; Political philosophy 

Texts: Standard Level: One from a list 

 The text list ranges from Simone de Beauvoir to Zhuangzi 

 
Internal Assessment: 

25% Internal Assessment:  

Students are required to complete a philosophical analysis of a non 
philosophical stimulus. This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally 
moderated by the IB at the end of the course. 

External Assessment: 75% Examination  
 Paper 1: Core and Options (50%) 
 Paper 2 on the Texts (25%) 

 
 

Comparison between this course and A-Level 
 

The most radical difference is in the emphasis on the student developing a philosophical approach and a philosophical 
attitude rather than learning others’ philosophical ideas. Thus, in the Core and Optional Themes, little credit is given for the 
simple recall of what philosophers have said concerning a particular problem. Much more credit is given to students who 
demonstrate an active appreciation of the problems themselves, plus the willingness to engage with them thoughtfully. Studying 
the Text, on the other hand, allows a student to master the ideas as expressed in the words of the philosopher, and then to 
engage critically with them.  

 

With regards to assessing equivalence of standards it is hard to honestly make a comparison given the different emphases in A-
Level and IB: effectiveness of recall would gain more marks at A-Level and not count for much in IB; effectiveness of independent 
thought is regarded as more merit worthy in the IB. 

 

Contact for further information: 
Mr John Sprague: John.sprague@tts.edu.sg 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
56 



 

  

 

GROUP 3 (INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES) 
 

 

PHILOSOPHY   -   HIGHER LEVEL 

Aims 
 

 Develop an inquiring and intellectually curious way of thinking 

 Formulate arguments in a sound and purposeful way 

 Examine critically their own experiences and their ideological and cultural perspectives 

 Appreciate the diversity of approaches within philosophical thinking 

 Apply their philosophical knowledge and skills to the world around them. 
 

 
Course description 

 

The emphasis of the Diploma Programme philosophy course is on “doing philosophy”, that is, on engaging students in 
philosophical activity and encouraging them to develop into independent thinkers. Clearly the philosophy course is an opportunity 
to introduce students to some of the world’s most influential thinkers, hence the inclusion of the study of a philosophical 
text as one component of the course. However, it is also an opportunity for students to engage in philosophical activity 
themselves. Each area of the course provides students with an opportunity to explore different philosophical concepts and 
issues, and having a single underlying focus on “doing philosophy” helps to give the course unity and coherence across these 
different elements. 

 

Core theme 
 

Being human  

 Identity 

 Personhood 

 Freedom 

 Mind and body 

 The self and the other 

 Human nature 

 

Ethics 
 

Normative ethics  
 Moral principles 

 Virtue/character based theories 

 Deontological versus teleological theories

 

Meta ethnics 

 

 The origins and nature of moral values 

 Foundations for moral judgments 

 Ethical language 

 

Applied ethnics 
 

 Two of the following three areas of applied ethics must be studied 

 Biomedical ethics 

 Environmental ethics 

 Distribution of wealth 
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Philosophy - Higher Level 
 

 

Philosophy of ReligionͲ 
 

Civil Society, the state and government 
 Authority, sovereignty, power and corruption 

 Ideologies of government: liberalism, conservatism, Marxism and socialism 

 Social- Contract theories of state of nature, civil society and forms of government 

 
Justice: 

 Distributive and retributive justice 

 Social Justice 

 Interrelationships between justice, freedom and equality 

 
Rights 

 Human and non-human rights 

 Natural rights and legal rights 

 Rights, duties and responsibilities 

 

Prescribed text: select any ONE text from:Ͳ 

 

Author Title 

Simone de Beauvoir The Second Sex, Vol. 1 part 1, Vol. 2 part 1 and Vol. 2 part 4 

Rene Descartes Meditations 

David Hume Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion 

John Stuart Mill On Liberty 

Friedrich Nietzsche The Genealogy of Morals 

Martha Nussbaum Creating Capabilities: The Human Development Approach 

Ortega y Gasset The Origin of Philosophy 

Plato The Republic, Books IVͲIX 

Peter Singer The Life You Can Save 

Charles Taylor The Ethics of Authenticity 

Lao Tzu Tao Te Ching 

Zhuangzi 
(Please note alternative spellings also 
include Chuang Tzu) 

Zhuangzi, Inner Chapters 

 

In addition to the above, Higher Level requires the analysis of an unseen philosophical text, the study of the Political 
Philosophy. 

 

 
Requirements 

 

To study Philosophy at Higher Level, no former experience of the subject is necessary, but students should be interested in the 
great questions of life and enjoy analyzing ideas and concepts. They should enjoy reading texts and researching essays from a 
range of different sources. As the initial experience of philosophy can be testing, students must get pleasure from being 
intellectually challenged, and they must be motivated, enthusiastic and well organized. 

 
 

 
Potential careers 

 

The study of philosophy is central to the development of a person’s analytical and critical faculties, encouraging them to think 
independently and helping them to recognize good arguments from poor. It requires a close reading of texts to identify errors 
in reasoning, bias and false assumptions. It encourages people to argue persuasively and coherently and, as such, is invaluable 
in any career that requires analytical thought and the ability to communicate clearly and succinctly. Philosophy specialists excel 
in careers such as law, politics, journalism, research and other related professions. 
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Philosophy – Higher Level 
 

 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

 
Term 1 - Being human 

 Personhood, human nature, mind/body problem/freewill and determinism/identity/the 
self and others 

 Political philosophy  
 
Term 2 

  Ethics      
 

 
Term 3 

 Ethics 
 Internal assessment 

 
 
Term 4 

 Descartes Meditations 
 

 
Term 5 

 Descartes Meditations 
 Unseen text 

Option Topics: 
Higher Level: Two from following list 

 Aesthetics; Epistemology; Ethics; Philosophy and contemporary society; Philosophy of 
religion; Philosophy of science; Political Philosophy 

Texts: Higher Level: One text is studied 

 The text list ranges from Simone de Beauvoir to Zhuangzi 

 
Internal Assessment: 

20% Internal Assessment:  
Students are required to complete a philosophical analysis of nonͲ 
philosophical stimulus. This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally 
moderated by the IB at the end of the course. 

 

External Assessment: 
80% Examination  

 Paper 1: Core and Options (40%) 
 Paper 2 on the Texts (20%) 
 Paper 3 on Unseen text practice (20%) 

 
Comparison between this course and A-Level 

 

The most radical difference is in the emphasis on the student developing a philosophical approach and a philosophical attitude 
rather than learning others’ philosophical ideas. Thus, in the Core and Optional Themes, little credit is given for the simple recall 
of what philosophers have said concerning a particular problem. Much more credit is given to students who demonstrate an 
active appreciation of the problems themselves, plus the willingness to engage with them thoughtfully. Studying the Text, on the 
other hand, allows a student pupil to master the ideas as expressed in the words of the philosopher, and then to engage 
critically with them. 

 

With regards to assessing equivalence of standards it is hard to honestly make a comparison given the different emphases in A-
Level and IB: effectiveness of recall would gain more marks at A-Level and not count for much in IB; effectiveness of independent 
thought is regarded as more merit worthy in the IB. 

 

Contact for further information: 
Mr John Sprague: John.sprague@tts.edu.sg 
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PSYCHOLOGY   -   STANDARD LEVEL (Specification will be updated March 2017) 

 
Aims 
 
 To develop an understanding of human experience and behavior and an awareness of how our physical, economic and 

social environments can affect this. 
 To develop the capacity to identify, to analyse critically and to evaluate a range of theories, concepts and arguments 

about the nature and activities of the individual and society. 
 To enable the student to collect, describe and analyse data used in studies of society, to test hypotheses, and to interpret 

data and source material. 
 To promote the appreciation of the way in which learning is relevant to both the culture in which the student lives, and 

the culture of other societies. 
 To develop an awareness in the student that human attitudes and beliefs are widely diverse and that the study of society 

requires an appreciation of such diversity. 
 To develop an awareness of how psychological research can be applied for the benefit of human beings. 
 To develop an understanding of how ethical practices are upheld in psychological inquiry. 
 To develop an understanding of the biological, cognitive and sociocultural influences on human behavior 
 To appreciate that a diverse range of methods of psychological inquiry can be used to collect information about 

human behavior. 
 
 

Course description 

 
The study of Psychology at Tanglin offers students a fascinating insight into the diverse influences on human behavior. Students are 
introduced, through a variety of studies, to the notion of humans as biological systems and how physiological influences such as 
our brain structure, hormones and inherited characteristics can have a profound influence on our behavior. The course also 
focuses upon the cognitive influences on human behavior through the study of processes such as memory and perception. Whether 
or not IQ is acquired through our genes is one such topic. Social influence, that is how the presence and behaviour of one or a 
few people affect the behavior and attitudes of another individual, as well as the power of culture in determining behaviour, are 
also a central focus of the course. 

 
Topics such as deprivation, the reliability of eye witnesses accounts at the scene of a crime and how the internet is changing our 
genes might affect our brains are just a few of the issues covered. We also investigate the profound influence that cultural 
influence plays in shaping our relationships with others and consider issues such as conformity, stereotypes, and group behavior. 
As the option, Standard Level students will study the Psychology of Human Relationships which focuses on the nature and causes of 
relationships between people.  This includes the origins of attraction and friendship, the nature of romantic relationships, and how 
these relationships change and end.  Additionally, students will also look at the darker side of human nature and examine why some 
of us fail to help others in need, and why at times humans are violent towards others. 

 

This course would suit anyone with a curiosity for learning more about the diversity of factors that influence why we behave as we 
do. 

 

Requirements 

Although there is no need to have studied Psychology before, an interest in understanding the complexities of human behavior is a 
must. Detailed background reading of studies, independent research, self-motivation and enthusiasm for discussing topical issues are 
expectations for study of this subject. 

 

 

 
Potential careers 

 

Psychology is useful in a variety of career paths and professions where interactions with others are important.  Occupations such 
as journalism, advertising, law, marketing and nursing all welcome students of Psychology. As well as being invaluable in most 
professions, the study of Psychology is a useful tool for life as it helps foster analytical thought and an appreciation of what 
motivates others. 



Psychology Ͳ Standard Level 
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5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

Term 1 
 The biological level of analysis 

 
 

Term 2 
 The cognitive level of analysis 

 

Term 3 
 The sociocultural level of analysis 

 

Term 4 
 Psychology of Human Relationships  
 Internal Assessment – student conducted experimental study 

 
Term 5 

 Psychology of Human Relationships  
 

Option Topics: Psychology of Human Relationships 

Internal Assessment: 25% on one experimental study  

 

 
External Assessment: 

75% Examination  
 Paper 1: Core material: 3 compulsory short answer questions; one extended response 

question from a choice of four questions (50%)  
 Paper 2: Option topic: For the option topic studied students choose one essay from 

three titles (25%) 

Paper 3 on Unseen text practice (20%)  
 

Comparison between this course and A-Level 
 

In both courses, the diverse influences on human behavior are investigated through the study of different approaches, studies 
and research methodologies. There are some differences in the content, options available and mode of assessment as follows: 

 
  The IB course enables students to conduct and write up a piece of coursework which forms part of the final assessment. 
 In A-Level Evidence of Practice is conducted within the curriculum and write up is in within the written exam. 
 There is an increased emphasis on cultural influences on behaviour in IB. 
 The choice of optional subjects differ, with Human Relationships being a key topic for IB. 
 Assessment for IB incorporates essay style responses 

 
 

Contact for further information: 
Ms Stephanie Palmer: Stephanie.palmer@tts.edu.sg 
Ms Rosemary Leusner: Rosemary.leusner@tts.edu.sg 
Ms Tracy St John          : Tracy.stjohn@tts.edu.sg 

 

mailto:Stephanie.palmer@tts.edu.sg
mailto:Rosemary.leusner@tts.edu.sg
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PSYCHOLOGY   -   HIGHER LEVEL (Specification will be updated March 2017) 

 
Aims 
 
 To develop an understanding of human experience and behavior and an awareness of how our physical, economic and social 

environments can affect this. 
 To develop the capacity to identify, to analyse critically and to evaluate a range of theories, concepts and arguments about 

the nature and activities of the individual and society. 
 To enable the student to collect, describe and analyse data used in studies of society, to test hypotheses, and to interpret 

data and source material. 
 To promote the appreciation of the way in which learning is relevant to both the culture in which the student lives, and the 

culture of other societies. 
 To develop an awareness in the student that human attitudes and beliefs are widely diverse and that the study of society 

requires an appreciation of such diversity. 
 To develop an awareness of how psychological research can be applied for the benefit of human beings. 
 To develop an understanding of how ethical practices are upheld in psychological inquiry. 
 To develop an understanding of the biological, cognitive and sociocultural influences on human behavior. 
 To appreciate that a diverse range of methods of psychological inquiry can be used to collect information about human 

behavior. 
 

 
Course description 

 

The study of Psychology at Tanglin offers students a fascinating insight into the diverse influences on human behavior.   Students are 
introduced, through a variety of studies, to the notion of humans as biological systems and how physiological influences such as our 
brain structure, hormones and inherited characteristics can have a profound influence on our behavior. The course also focuses upon 
the cognitive influences on human behavior through the study of processes such as memory and perception. Social influence, that is 
how the presence and behaviour of one or a few people affect the behavior and attitudes of another individual, as well as the power 
of culture in determining behaviour, are also a central focus of the course. 

 

Topics such as amnesia, eye witnesses testimony and how the internet is changing our brains are just a few of the topics covered. 
We also investigate the profound influence that cultural influence plays in shaping our relationships with others and consider issues 
such as conformity, stereotypes, and group behavior. For the first option, Higher Level students will study the Psychology of Human 
Relationships which focuses on the nature and causes of relationships between people.  This includes the origins of attraction and 
friendship, the nature of romantic relationships, and how these relationships change and end.  Additionally, students will also look 
at the darker side of human nature and examine why some of us fail to help others in need, and why at times humans are violent 
towards others.  The second option will focus on Developmental Psychology, the study of how and why people change over time in 
the way they behave, think, and relate to others.  This option targets areas such as identity, attachment and adolescence, looking 
specifically at the nature and nurture aspects involved.  The effects of deprivation and trauma in childhood, as well as resilience is 
also examined.  
 
This course would suit anyone with a curiosity for learning more about the diversity of factors that influence why we behave as we 
do. 

 
 
Requirements 

 

Although there is no need to have studied Psychology before, an interest in understanding the complexities of human behavior is a 
must. Detailed background reading of studies, independent research, self-motivation and enthusiasm for discussing topical issues are 
expectations for study of this subject. 

 
 

Potential careers 

Psychology is useful in a variety of career paths and professions where interactions with others are important.  Occupations such 
as journalism, advertising, law, marketing and nursing all welcome students of Psychology. As well as being invaluable in most 
professions, the study of Psychology is a useful tool for life as it helps foster analytical thought and an appreciation of what 
motivates others. 



Psychology Ͳ Higher Level 
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5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

Term 1 
 The biological level of analysis/  
 Developmental Psychology 

 

Terms 2 
 The cognitive level of analysis/  
 Developmental Psychology 

 

Term 3 
 The sociocultural level of analysis/  
 Developmental Psychology 

 

Term 4 
 Psychology of Human Relationships  
 Internal Assessment –students conduct an experimental study 
 Qualitative research methodology 

 
Term 5 

 Psychology of Human Relationships  
 Qualitative research methodology 

Option Topics: Psychology of Human Relationships and Developmental Psychology 
 

Internal Assessment: 
 

20% on one experimental study  

 

 
External Assessment: 

80% Examination  
 Paper 1: Core material: 3 compulsory short answer questions; one extended response 

question from a choice of three questions (30%)  
 Paper 2: Option topic: For each option topic studied (2 for HL) students choose one 

essay from three titles (30%) 
 Paper 3: Three compulsory questions on research methods (20%) 

 
 

Comparison between this course and A-Level 
 

In both courses, the diverse influences on human behavior are investigated through the study of different approaches, studies 
and research methodologies. There are some differences in the content, options available and mode of assessment as follows: 

 
  The IB course enables students to conduct and write up a piece of coursework which forms part of the f i n a l  assessment. 
 In A-Level Evidence of Practice is conducted within the curriculum and write up is in within the written exam. 
 There is an increased emphasis on cultural influences on behaviour in IB. 
 The choice of optional subjects differ, with Human Relationships and Developmental psychology being topics for IB. 

 Assessment for IB incorporates essay style responses. 
 
 

Contact for further information: 
Ms Stephanie Palmer: Stephanie.palmer@tts.edu.sg 
Ms Rosemary Leusner: Rosemary. leusner@tts.edu.sg 
Ms Tracy St John          : Tracy.stjohn@tts.edu.sg 

mailto:Stephanie.palmer@tts.edu.sg
mailto:Rosemary.%20leusner@tts.edu.sg
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BIOLOGY   -   STANDARD LEVEL 

 
Aims 

 

Biology is the study of life and is the popular choice of science subject. The study of Biology should lead to an appreciation of 
the interconnectedness of life within the biosphere and the huge biodiversity we find on earth. It overlaps with all the other 
sciences and involves an appreciation of the challenges that species on earth including ourselves face. A sound 
understanding of the fundamental concepts of Biology allows you to appreciate, explain and predict the world around   you. 

 

The Biology course, like all the Group 4 subjects, has been comprehensively rewritten for 2017, with additional emphasis 
placed on the following fundamental issues regarding the nature of science itself. 
 
 What science ’is’ and the nature of scientific endeavour. 
 The understanding of science. 
 The objectivity of science. 
 The human face of science. 
 Scientific literacy and the public understanding of science. 
 Science and the international dimension. 
 Science and its connection to Theory of Knowledge. 

 

Hence, a student in an IB Biology class, as well as gaining a thorough understanding of, for example cell division, might also 
address questions such as: How important is collaboration to the building of a body of knowledge?  How a scientific discovery 
might be accidental or serendipitous. To what extent might some of these discoveries be the result of intuition rather than 
luck. How scientists around the world collaborate and work together to tackle issues such as cancer. 

 

 
Course description  
 
Biological disciplines exist within a broader scientific context. It is important to recognize that all sciences share a common approach 
and attitude to the acquisition of knowledge and apply a similar standard of rigor and analysis to their findings. Biology has, however, 
developed some distinctive approaches which are used to answer the sorts of questions that biologists ask about the living world. 
 
The relevance and concepts of Biology will be taught so as to emphasize its practical use in the laboratory by its nature the subject 
lends itself to an experimental approach and this will be reflected throughput the course. 
 
Global issues and the collaborative nature of this science mean that internationalism is an integral and crucial part of biology and 
this is reflected in the course. In the course an attempt is made to understand the living world at different levels, at one end of the 
scale is the and at the other end is the ecosystem. 
 
You will be challenged and tested through practical investigations, written exercise and projects. These will encourage you to 
combine real world data, experimentation and theoretical concepts to make sense of the biological world and solve practical 
problems. 
 
 
Requirements 
 

To follow Biology at Standard Level, students should have the DOE in SL Biology plus a good track record in (I)GCSE Mathematics. It 
helps if you are analytical and logical and you should want to know what makes the world around you work. Students are required 
to use statistical tools such as standard deviation and the t test. For existing TTS students the DOE is a requirement. Students 
applying from outside TTS are likely to be asked to sit an entrance examination.  
 
 
Potential careers 

 

Universities and employers value the skills that Biology students develop, including those in communication (both written and 
verbal), critical thinking, data analysis, experimental work, information technology, team working and time management. The 
study of Biology leads into careers such as medicine, the pharmaceutical or chemical industry or in laboratories involved in 
environmental research. Students interested in conservation and the environment often work for governmental conservation 
agencies, private consulting firms, or even computer companies. 



Biology – Standard Level 
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5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Core Content: 

Term 1 
 Cell biology  

Cells, tissues and organs, light and electron microscope, Prokaryotic and Eukaryotic cells, 
membrane structure, transport, stem cells, cell division 

 Molecular Biology  
Water, building macromolecules, enzymes, cell respiration and energy, photosynthesis. 
 
Term 2 

 Ecology  
 Option topic; Ecology and Conservation 
 FIELD COURSE  

 
   Term 3 

 Evolution and Biodiversity 
 Genetics 

Term 4 
 Human Physiology 

 Digestion, blood and the blood system, pathogens and disease, defence against infectious    
disease, gas exchange, maintaining the internal environment, homeostasis and feedback 
 
  Term 5     Revision and past paper practice 

 

 

 
Internal Assessment: 

20% of Practical Work.  
This consists of a total of 40 hours work: 
20 hours on the practical programme – a series of experiments illustrating the key concepts of 
the course. 
10 hours on the Group 4 Project: an interdisciplinary project carried out in teams. 
10 hours on the Internal Assessment investigation – an individual research project on a topic 
chosen by the student. 

 
External Assessment: 

80% Examination  
 Paper 1: 30 multiple choice questions (20%) 
 Paper 2: Data-based and extended response/essay questions on core topics, and key 

practicals (40%)  
 Short answer and extended responses on the core and option topics (20%) 

 
Comparison between this course and A-Level 

The overall subject content of IB SL is similar to that of AS level. 

 There is a greater emphasis on the chemistry of life at the cellular level and metabolic pathways such as 
photosynthesis and respiration are studied in detail. 

 The practical program at A-Level is more prescriptive, and there are a number of practicals to be completed. 
At IB the practical scheme of work is partly designed by the teacher, and the Internal Assessment investigation is 
completely devised by the student. Both courses have a set number of practicals that have to be completed. 

 IB students are required to complete a ‘Group 4’ project during which they must work with other scientists on a 
collaborative task. Throughout the practical programme their personal skills, working alone, working with 
others, and their awareness of environmental impact are assessed. 

 The IB question papers are slightly more open and less structured than A-Level questions on similar topics.  
Field Trip 
There is a compulsory residential field trip for all students, which covers most of the learning outcomes on the Ecology topic.  
 
Contact for further information: 
Graham Helliwell: graham.helliwell@tts.edu.sg 

mailto:graham.helliwell@tts.edu.sg
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GROUP 4 (EXPERIMENTAL SCIENCES) 
 

 

BIOLOGY  -  HIGHER LEVEL 
 
Aims 

 
Biology is the study of life and the huge biodiversity we find on earth. It overlaps with all the other sciences and involves an 
appreciation of the challenges that species on earth including ourselves face. A sound understanding of the fundamental 
concepts of Biology allows you to appreciate, explain and predict the world around you. 

 
The Biology course, like all the Group 4 subjects, has been comprehensively rewritten for 2017, with additional emphasis 
placed on the following fundamental issues regarding the nature of science itself. 

 

 What science ’is’ and the nature of scientific endeavour. 
 The understanding of science. 
 The objectivity of science. 
 The human face of science. 
 Scientific literacy and the public understanding of science. 
 Science and the international dimension. 
 Science and its connection to Theory of Knowledge. 

 

Hence, a student in an IB Biology class, as well as gaining a thorough understanding of, for example cell division, might also 
address questions such as: How important is collaboration to the building of a body of knowledge?  How  a scientific discovery 
might be accidental or serendipitous. To what extent might some of these discoveries be the result of intuition rather than 
luck. How scientisits around the world collaborate and work together to tackle issues such as cancer. 

 

 
Course description 

 

Biological disciplines exist within a broader scientific context. It is important to recognize that all sciences share a common approach 
and attitude to the acquisition of knowledge and apply a similar standard of rigor and analysis to their findings. Biology has, however, 
developed some distinctive approaches which are used to answer the sorts of questions that biologists ask about the living world. 
 
The relevance and concepts of Biology will be taught so as to emphasize its practical use in the laboratory by its nature the subject 
lends itself to an experimental approach and this will be reflected throughput the course. 
 
Global issues and the collaborative nature of this science mean that internationalism is an integral and crucial part of biology and 
this is reflected in the course. In the course an attempt is made to understand the living world at different levels, at one end of the 
scale is the and at the other end is the ecosystem. 
 
You will be challenged and tested through practical investigations, written exercise and projects. These will encourage you to 
combine real world data, experimentation and theoretical concepts to make sense of the biological world and solve practical 
problems. 

 

 
Requirements 

 

To follow Biology at Higher Level, students should have the DOE in HL Biology plus a good track record in (I)GCSE Mathematics. It 
helps if you are analytical and logical and you should want to know what makes the world around you work. Students are required 
to use statistical tools such as standard deviation and the t test. For existing TTS students the DOE is a requirement. Students 
applying from outside TTS are likely to be asked to sit an entrance examination.  

 

 
 
Potential careers 

 
Universities and employers value the skills that Biology students develop, including those in communication (both written and 
verbal), critical thinking, data analysis, experimental work, information technology, team working and time management. The 
study of Biology leads into careers such as medicine, the pharmaceutical or chemical industry or in laboratories involved in 
environmental research. Students interested in conservation and the environment often work for governmental conservation 
agencies, private consulting firms, or even computer companies. 
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Biology – Higher Level 
 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

Term 1 
 Cell biology 
 Molecular Biology 

Cells, tissues and organs, light and electron microscope, Prokaryotic and Eukaryotic cells, membrane 
structure, transport, stem cells, cell division, water, building macromolecules.  
 
Term 2 

 Ecology 
 OPTION TOPIC Ecology and conservation 
 Field Course  

Term 3 
 Genetics 
 Evolution and biodiversity 
 Genetics and evolution 

  
Mendel’s law of segregation, inheritance of blood groups, genes and gender, pedigree analysis, genetic 
disease, gene therapy, genetic engineering and biotechnology, cloning, DNA profiling, classification. 
 
Term 4 

 Metabolism, respiration and photosynthesis 
 Nucleic Acids 
 Human Physiology  
 Animal Physiology 

. 

 
Term 5 

 Plant Biology 
 Revision 

 

 

 
Internal Assessment: 

20% of Practical Work.  

This consists of a total of 60 hours work: 
60 hours on the practical programme – a series of experiments illustrating the key concepts of the course. 
10 hours on the Group 4 Project: an interdisciplinary project carried out in teams. 
10 hours on the Internal Assessment investigation – an individual research project on a topic chosen by 
the student. 

 
External Assessment: 

80% Examination  
 Paper 1: 40 multiple choice questions (20%) 
 Paper 2: Data-based and extended response questions on core topics and key practicals (36%)  
 Paper 3: Structured and extended response questions on core and option topics (24%) 

 
 
Comparison between this course and A-Level 
The IB HL Biology course covers approximately the same ground as A-Level Biology. Overall the emphasis in the IB course is on establishing a thorough 
understanding of some very complex Biological processes, and students are expected to demonstrate mastery by applying their knowledge to unusual 
situations. IB students are also expected to be very familiar with ethical considerations (e.g. Human Genomics) and TOK issues such as, why do existing 
beliefs carry a certain amount of inertia e.g. chromosome number. 
 
The practical programmme at A-Level is more prescriptive and there is a series of recommended practicals that have to be completed. In IB the 
practical scheme of work is partly designed by the teacher, and the internal Assessment investigation is completely devised by the student. There are 
also a number of set practicals in IB. 
 
IB students are required to complete a ‘Group 4’ project during which they must work with other scientists on a collaborative task. Throughout the 
practical programme their personal skills, working alone, working with others, and their awareness of environmental impact are assessed. 
The level of sophistication required to solve calculation problems at IB HL demands that the students has a good grasp of statistics. The IB question 
papers tend to be more difficult and less structured than A-Level questions on similar topics. 

 

Field Trip 
There is a compulsory residential field trip for all students, which covers many of the learning outcomes on the Ecology topic and gives the students 

the opportunity to gather data that can be used in the completion of their Internal Assessment 

 

Contact for further information: 

Graham Helliwell: graham.helliwell@tts.edu.sg 

mailto:graham.helliwell@tts.edu.sg
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GROUP 4 (EXPERIMENTAL SCIENCES) 
 

 

CHEMISTRY  -  STANDARD LEVEL 

 

   Aims 

 
Chemistry overlaps with all the other sciences and behind nearly all, everyday processes a chemical reaction occurs. A sound 
understanding of the fundamental concepts of Chemistry allows you to appreciate, explain and predict the world around 
you. 

 

The Chemistry course, like all the Group 4 subjects has recently been comprehensively rewritten, with additional 
emphasis placed on the following fundamental issues regarding the nature of science itself. 

 
 What science ’is’ and the nature of scientific endeavour. 
 The understanding of science. 
 The objectivity of science. 
 The human face of science. 
 Scientific literacy and the public understanding of science. 
 Science and the international dimension. 
 Science and its connection to Theory of Knowledge. 

 
Hence, a student in an IB Chemistry class, as well as gaining a thorough understanding of, for example, atomic structure, 
might also address questions such as: How does empirical evidence lead to the formulation of a theory? How important is 
collaboration to the building of a body of knowledge? Is it important to know about atoms? What does it take to overturn an 
‘accepted’ theory? Is the atomic theory truly international, accepted as objectively true  worldwide? 

 
Course description 

 

An  understanding  of  Chemistry  is  essential  preparation  for  studies  in  the  life  sciences  and  is  compulsory  for  many  medicalͲ 
based  degrees.  Studying  Chemistry  is  therefore  necessary  not  only  for chemically Ͳrelated  careers  but  also  as  preparation  for 
courses in other sciences. 

 
Global issues and the collaborative nature of this science mean that internationalism is an integral and crucial part of chemistry 
and this is reflected in the course. A universal chemical language and worldwide issues, such as global warming, bring together 
different cultures and backgrounds. 

 
The  relevance  and  concepts  of  Chemistry  will  be  taught  so  as  to  emphasize  its  practical  use  in  the  laboratory  and  its 
applicability  and  relevance to  real-world  international  issues  and  problems e.g. industrial  processes  and pollution  associated 
with them. 

 
You will be challenged and tested through practical investigations, written exercises and projects. These will encourage you to 
combine  real-world  data,  experimentation, and  theoretical  concepts  to  make  sense  of  empirical  findings  and  solve  
practical  problems. 

 
Requirements 

    To study a Science subject in the sixth form, it is necessary that the applicant can demonstrate competence in the subject up to     
    (I)GCSE level or similar. For existing TTS students the DOE is a requirement. Students applying from outside TTS are likely to be    
    asked to sit an entrance examination. Please note that for the first few weeks of the first term, SL students may be requested to   
    attend four hours per week whilst common Quantitative Chemistry material is covered. This time will be made up through extra  
    release hours later in the year. 

 
Potential careers 

 

Chemistry provides an excellent pathway for the development of your critical faculties and intellect. It also instils a variety 
of important transferable skills that will serve you well whatever your subsequent choice of career. 

 

If you are interested in careers such as medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine, civil or chemical engineering, you should 
take this subject at Higher Level. 
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Chemistry  Standard Level 
 

 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

Term 1 
 Atomic Structure 
 Stoichiometric Relationships 
 Measurement & Analysis (part 1 – measurement, recording, graphing) 
 Chemical Bonding & Structure 

The first term starts with the foundational theories which are essential for the rest of the course. Mole 
Theory and its application to manipulating quantities in both solution and gases is covered. Atomic structure 
and bonding continue and build upon (I)GCSE.  
 
Term 2 

 Periodicity 
 Chemical Kinetics (start)  

Relationships both across periods and down groups are examined and rationalized from an electronic 
viewpoint. As all chemical reactions involve a transfer of energy, the theory and application of energetics is 
fundamental and has relevance in explaining rates of reactions and chemical equilibria. 
 
Term 3 

 Chemical Kinetics (finish) 
 Organic Chemistry (start) 
 Measurement & Analysis (part 2 – spectroscopy) 
 Option Topic  

The group 4 project will be multi-disciplinary and collaborative on a topical task based in Singapore.  
Strong and weak acids and bases and the derivation of pH are examined. Redox reactions occur in most 
chemistry topics and provide a link between organic and inorganic chemistry. 
 
Term 4 

 Organic Chemistry (finish) 
 Energetics & Thermochemistry 
 Equilibrium  

The study of carbon chemistry expands into new functional groups, with mechanisms of reaction and 
methods of interconversion between all of these. 

 
Term 5 

 Acids and Bases  
 Redox Processes 

Options will be chosen for their usefulness when moving onto university degrees and their integrations with the 

existing topics. 

Option Topics: Option Topics (choose one): Materials, Biochemistry, Energy, Medicinal Chemistry 

 
 

Internal Assessment: 

20% of Practical Work.  

This consists of a total of 40 hours work: 
20 hours on the practical program – a series of experiments illustrating the key concepts of the course. 
10 hours on the Group 4 Project: an interdisciplinary project carried out in teams. 
10 hours on the Internal Assessment investigation – an individual research project on a topic chosen by 
the student. 

 

External Assessment: 80% Examination  
 Paper 1: 30 multiple choice questions (20%) 
 Paper 2: Structured and extended response questions on core topics and key practicals (40%)  
 Paper 3: Data-based and structured response questions on core and option topics (20%) 

 
Comparison between this course and A-Level: 

The overall Chemical content of IB SL is above that of AS level. 

 The following topic is included in the core part of the course for IBSL but not included at AS level: electrolysis. 
 The Organic Chemistry is more extensive at AS level. Electronic configurations are only studied to calcium at IB SL and no mention 

of orbitals and sub shells is made. 
 The practical program at AS level is more prescriptive, with the list of required core practicals supplied by the examination board. 

At IB the practical scheme of work is partly designed by the teacher, and the Internal Assessment investigation is completely devised 
by the student. 

 IB students are required to complete a ‘Group 4’ project during which they must work with other scientists on a collaborative task. 
Throughout the practical program their personal skills, working alone, working with others, and their awareness of environmental 
impact are assessed. 

 The level of sophistication required to solve calculation problems at IB HL is beyond that required at A-Level. The IB calculations are 
more difficult and often less structured than A-Level questions on similar topics  

 
Contact for further information: 
Ms Clare Buckland: clare.buckland@tts.edu.sg  
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GROUP 4 (EXPERIMENTAL SCIENCES) 
 

 

CHEMISTRY  -  HIGHER LEVEL 

Aims 

 
Chemistry overlaps with all the other sciences and behind nearly all, everyday processes a chemical reaction occurs. A sound 
understanding of the fundamental concepts of Chemistry allows you to appreciate, explain and predict the world around 
you. 

 

The Chemistry course, like all the Group 4 subjects, has recently been comprehensively rewritten, with additional emphasis 
placed on the following fundamental issues regarding the nature of science itself. 

 

 What science ’is’ and the nature of scientific endeavour. 
 The understanding of science. 
 The objectivity of science. 
 The human face of science. 
 Scientific literacy and the public understanding of science. 
 Science and the international dimension. 
 Science and its connection to Theory of Knowledge. 

 

Hence, a student in an IB Chemistry class, as well as gaining a thorough understanding of, for example, atomic structure, 
might also address questions such as: How does empirical evidence lead to the formulation of a theory? How important is 
collaboration to the building of a body of knowledge? Is it important to know about atoms? What does it take to overturn an 
‘accepted’ theory? Is the atomic theory truly international, accepted as objectively true worldwide? 

 
 
Course description 

 

An  understanding  of  Chemistry  is  essential  preparation  for  studies  in  the  life  sciences  and  is  compulsory  for  many  medicalͲ 
based  degrees.  Studying  Chemistry  is  therefore  necessary  not  only  for  chemically  related  careers  but  also  as  preparation  for 
courses in other sciences. 

 
Global issues and the collaborative nature of this science mean that internationalism is an integral and crucial part of chemistry 
and this is reflected in the course. A universal chemical language and world-wide issues, such as global warming, bring together 
different cultures and backgrounds. 

 
The  relevance  and  concepts  of  Chemistry  will  be  taught  so  as  to  emphasize  its  practical  use  in  the  laboratory  and  its 
applicability  and  relevance to  real-world  international  issues  and  problems e.g. industrial  processes and pollution  associated 
with them. 

 
You will be challenged and tested through practical investigations, written exercises and projects. These will encourage you to 
combine  real-world  data,  experimentation, and  theoretical  concepts  to  make  sense  of  empirical  findings  and  solve  practical 
problems. 

 
   Requirements 

To study a Science subject in the sixth form, it is necessary that the applicant can demonstrate competence in the subject up to 
(I)GCSE level or similar. For existing TTS students the DOE is a requirement. Students applying from outside TTS are likely to be 
asked to sit an entrance examination.  
 
Potential careers 

 

Chemistry provides an excellent pathway for the development of your critical faculties and intellect. It also instils a variety 
of important transferable skills that will serve you well whatever your subsequent choice of career. 

 

Chemistry at Higher Level is essential for further study in medicine, dentistry and veterinary medicine, as well as chemical 
engineering and civil engineering. Its ‘central’ nature amongst the sciences means it lends itself well to pairing with either 
Biology or Physics in a ‘two higher sciences’ program. 
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 Chemistry Ͳ Higher Level   

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

Term 1 
 Atomic Structure 
 Stoichiometric Relationships 
 Measurement & Analysis (part 1 – measurement, recording, graphing) 
 Chemical Bonding & Structure 

The first term starts with the foundational theories which are essential for the rest of the course. Mole Theory 
and its application to manipulating quantities in both solution and gases is covered. Atomic structure and 
bonding continue and build upon (I)GCSE.  
 
Term 2 

 Periodicity 
 Chemical Kinetics (start) 
 Group 4 project  

Relationships both across periods and down groups are examined and rationalized from an electronic 
viewpoint. As all chemical reactions involve a transfer of energy, the theory and application of energetics is 
fundamental and has relevance in explaining rates of reactions and chemical equilibria. 
 
Term 3 

 Chemical Kinetics (finish) 
 Organic Chemistry (start) 
 Measurement & Analysis (part 2 – spectroscopy) 
 Option Topic  

The group 4 project will be multi-disciplinary and collaborative on a topical task based in Singapore.  
Strong and weak acids and bases and the derivation of pH are examined. Redox reactions occur in most 
chemistry topics and provide a link between organic and inorganic chemistry. 
 
Term 4 

 Organic Chemistry (finish) 
 Energetics & Thermochemistry 
 Equilibrium  

The study of carbon chemistry expands into new functional groups, with mechanisms of reaction and methods 
of interconversion between all of these. 

 
Term 5 

 Acids and Bases  
 Redox Processes 

Options will be chosen for their usefulness when moving onto university degrees and their integrations with the 
existing topics. 

Option Topics: Option Topics (choose one): Materials, Biochemistry, Energy, Medicinal Chemistry 

 
 

Internal Assessment: 

20% of Practical Work. This consists of a total of 60 hours work: 
40 hours on the practical program – a series of experiments illustrating the key concepts of the course. 
10 hours on the Group 4 Project: an interdisciplinary project carried out in teams. 
10 hours on the Internal Assessment investigation – an individual research project on a topic chosen by the 
student. 

 
External Assessment: 

80% Examination  
 Paper 1: 40 multiple choice questions (20%) 
 Paper 2: Structured and extended response questions on core topics and key practicals (36%)  
 Paper 3: Data-based and extended response questions on core and option topics (24%) 

 

Comparison between this course and A-Level: 

The overall Chemical content between IB and A-Level is broadly similar. If a comparison is made between Edexcel A-Level and IB HL the following 
differences are noted: 
  The following topic is included in the core part of the course for IBHL but is not included at A-Level: hybridisation. 
 Unless  the  Medicinal  Chemistry  options  are  studied,  the  Organic  Chemistry  is  more  extensive  at  A  Level.  NitrogenͲ 

containing compounds are studied in more depth at A-Level as are test tube reactions to differentiate between aldehydes 
and ketones.  

   The level of sophistication required to solve calculation problems at IB HL is beyond that required at A-Level. The IB calculations are more 
difficult and often less structured than A-Level questions on similar topics. 

  The practical program at AS level is more prescriptive, with the list of required core practicals supplied by the examination board. At 
IB the practical scheme of work is partly designed by the teacher, and the Internal Assessment investigation is completely devised by the 
student. 

 IB students are required to complete a ‘Group 4’ project during which they must work with other scientists on a  collaborative task. 
Throughout the practical program their personal skills, working alone, working with others, and their awareness of environmental impact 
are assessed. 

 
Contact for further information: 
Ms Clare Buckland: clare.buckland@tts.edu.sg  
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GROUP 4 (EXPERIMENTAL SCIENCES) 
 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS AND SOCIETIES  -   STANDARD LEVEL ONLY (ESS) 

 
Aims 

 Acquire the knowledge and understanding of global environmental systems. 

 Apply the knowledge, methodologies and skills to analyse environmental systems at a variety of scales. 

 Appreciate the dynamic interconnectedness between the environment and societies. 

 Value the combination of personal, local and global perspectives in making informed decisions about 
environmental management. 

 Be critically aware that resources are finite and inequitably distributed and the management of these 
inequities is the key to sustainability. 

 Develop an awareness of the diversity of environmental value systems. 

 Engage with the controversies that surround a variety of environmental issues. 

 Create innovative solutions to environmental issues by active engagement.  
 

 

To provide a focus for the central ESS concepts there are six ‘big questions’ which are used to review and highlight the core 
principles and get you to approach the course in a holistic way. These are: 

1. What are the strengths and weaknesses or models and the systems approach to environmental problems? 

2. To what extent are the solutions to environmental problems directed at preventing, limiting or restoring? 

3. What value systems are at play in resolving environmental issues? 

4. How do your values compare with others? 

5. How are environmental issues relevant to sustainability?  

6. In which ways might possible solutions alter your prediction of the future state of human societies?  
 

 

Course description 
Environmental Systems and Societies is the fastest growing course of all the IB subjects and it’s not difficult to see why. It’s an 
exciting, dynamic and complex course which draws together the sciences, geography, politics, economics and sociology. It 
requires a diverse and sometimes challenging set of skills from its students ranging from the ability to perform research and 
scientific investigations to contributing to philosophical discussions. 

 
   The course is firmly rooted in both a scientific investigation of environmental systems in their structure and function as well as in 

the exploration of cultural, economic, ethical and socio/political interactions of societies with the environment. A systems 
approach is integral to this course and holistic thinking is promoted throughout. The environment functions as a whole and the 
systems approach shows this; ESS is a trans-disciplinary subject so the systems approach is a good way to link the different 
subjects together. It is recognised that to understand the environmental issues of the 21st Century and to be able to suggest 
suitable management solutions, both human and scientific elements have to be fully considered. 

 
    By the end of this course you will be able to adopt an informed personal response to current environmental issues on a range 

of scales from local to global. You will also have a deeper understanding of the impact of the choices and decisions you make 
in your own lives on the environment. 

 

Requirements 
 

A good (I) GCSE grade in Biology, Double Award Science and/or Geography is not a pre-requisite but it is an advantage. You 
should also be able to perform basic arithmetic functions. You should also be interested in developing a deeper understanding 
of the world around you and be enthusiastic about exploring current environmental issues such as conservation, climate 
change, overpopulation and pollution management. You should also be willing to foster an international perspective and 
appreciate alternative viewpoints including the perceptions of different cultures. 

 

Potential careers 
 

The Environmental Systems and Societies course provides students with a broad understanding of the many pressing 
environmental issues facing humanity. Such an understanding will prove invaluable in careers that deal directly with society 
such as journalism, politics, law, surveying and environmental management. You will also develop many transferable skills 
such as public speaking and presentation delivery, group work, forming and expressing personal opinions, the ability to analyse 
a wide range of data and reason effectively. These skills will undoubtedly prepare you for careers in management and business. 
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Environmental Systems and Societies Ͳ Standard Level 
 

 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

Core Content: Term 1 
 Foundations  of environmental values 
 Human Systems and Resource Use 
The first term focuses on the environmental values and philosophies that drive society. The 
Foundations topic outlines the important systems approach and introduces the concepts of 
sustainability, energy and historical events that have shaped our environmental viewpoints. 
 
Term 2  
 Ecosystems and ecology 
This topic provides much of the basic scientific understanding required for the other topics. The 
key concepts of species diversity, how ecosystems can be altered, biomes and succession are 
covered here. 
 

     Term 3 
 Water and aquatic systems and societies 
 Soil systems and terrestrial food production systems 
Here, we consider access to fresh water as essential to the survival of everything on earth. The 
growth of aquaculture is discussed and evaluated as well as the effects of water pollution on 
supplies. An understanding of all soil systems is fundamental to ensure food security and all 
aspects of soil are discussed in detail. 
 
Term 4 
 Biodiversity and conservation 
 Climate change and energy production 
The first topic in Term 4 considers how issues facing biodiversity on our planet have arisen and 
how it is now under severe threat from human activity. Humans are attempting to readdress the 
balance and management options are discussed in some detail. The second topic is generally 
considered the highest priority in terms of environmental problems.  
 
Term 5 
 Atmospheric systems and societies 
Here, we explore the major atmospheric issues which impact severely on people and the 
environment. This topic also examines the extent of atmospheric problems and considers the 
progress made in their management. 

 

Overall 
Assessment: 

   External examination: 75% of final weighting, two papers. 
   Internal examination: 25% of final weighting. 

Internal 
Assessment (IA): 

  The Internal Assessment (IA) (25%) Duration: 10 hours. Weighting: 25% 

The individual investigation will be a single task taking about 10 hours. It will focus on a particular aspect of 
ESS and apply the results to a broader environmental context. 

External 
Assessment: 

   Paper 1 
 Duration: 1 hour, weighting: 25%. You will be provided with a range of data in a variety of forms 

relating to a specific unseen case study. Short answer questions will be based on the analysis and 
evaluation of the data in the case study. 

   Paper 2 
 Duration: 2 hours, weighting: 50%. Paper 2 consists of two sections, A and B. Section A is made up 

of short-answer and data-based questions. Section B requires students to answer two structured 
essay questions from a choice of four.) 

  

Comparison between this course and A-Level: ESS IS ONLY OFFERED AT SL LEVEL 

 

    The prime intent of this course is to provide students with a coherent perspective on the interrelationships between ecosystems      
    and societies; one that enables them to adopt an informed personal response to the wide range of pressing environmental issues  
    that they will inevitably come to face. As a trans-disciplinary subject which satisfies the requirements for both group 4 (Science)  
    and group 3 (Individuals in Societies) this course involves a rigorous and scientific approach to ecosystems, in which practical  
    investigative skills are developed, but it also demands that students develop an understanding of how socio-economic, cultural  
    and political factors help to shape environmental paradigms and behaviours. The very nature of environmental issues demands  

that issues are studied holistically and the systems approach is the central conceptual framework which integrates the       
perspectives of different disciplines.  

    
    Contact for further information:  
    Mrs. Carla Randall: carla.randall@tts.edu.sg
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PHYSICS  -  STANDARD LEVEL 

 
Aims 

 To continue and extend students’ appreciation of the subject which will already have been developed from study in 
earlier years. 

 To approach Physics as the most fundamental of the Natural Sciences, which is based upon the fundamental forces and 
the energy transfers they produce. 

 To deal with modern day Physics as an international subject, in which scientists from around the world collaborate using 
internationally, agreed terms and conventions. Modern centres of cutting-edge Physics, such as CERN, pool the 
collective expertise of Physicists from all continents. 

 To base learning in practical investigation, where students will further develop the skills required to formulate, test and 
evaluate hypotheses. 

 
The Physics course, like all the Group 4 subjects, has recently been comprehensively rewritten, with additional emphasis 
placed on the following fundamental issues regarding the nature of science itself. 

 

 What science ’is’ and the nature of scientific endeavour. 
 The understanding of science. 
 The objectivity of science. 
 The human face of science. 
 Scientific literacy and the public understanding of science. 
 Science and the international dimension. 
 Science and its connection to Theory of Knowledge. 

 

Hence, a student in an IB Physics class, as well as gaining a thorough understanding of, for example, planetary orbits, might 
also address questions such as: What empirical evidence led to the formulation of the heliocentric theory of the solar 
system? What barriers were there to the acceptance of this theory? What does it take to overturn an ‘accepted’ theory? 

 
Course description 
The course presents the best aspects of traditional Physics along with modern concepts in an exciting and flexible way. Pupils 
will question the way they learn, reflecting on how knowledge and understanding are obtained. Pupils will also be expected to 
explore ideas, investigate different physical situations by means of simulation, modeling and experimentation and to develop key 
skills, such as: analysis and presentation of data, communication and empathy with peers and scientific researchers and educators. 
 
You will be studying methods of mathematical analysis of laboratory data, kinematics, Newton's laws, momentum, work and energy, 
gravitation, thermodynamics, wave motion including light and sound, electromagnetism, atomic and nuclear physics. Approximately 
25% of class time is allotted to laboratory investigations. 

 
 

Requirements 
 
To take Physics at Standard Level, you should have the DOE in SL Physics plus a good track record at (I)GCSE Mathematics. It 
would also be an advantage to combine IB Physics with IB Maths, at least at Standard Level. You should be naturally curious and 
tenacious in your pursuit of a fuller understanding of how our universe works. You should be motivated, enthusiastic and willing 
to become well organised in your working habits. As the course involves some complex ideas and emphasizes the application of 
concepts in real life contexts, you should be ready to read around the subject independently outside of lesson time. 

 

 
Potential careers 

 

The successful Physics student will find a wide range of careers open up. Skills acquired on the course, along with the discipline 
and rigour of the core material, will allow pupils to consider just about any future pathway, from university courses in pure 
science, engineering, to business, humanities or languages. 
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5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

Term 1 
 Measurements and uncertainities 
 Mechanics 

Term 1 will involve the study of forces and motion, including momentum, Newton’s laws, 
uniform acceleration, vectors and scalars, inertia, freefall and circular motion.  
 
Term 2 

 Thermal Physics 
 Waves 
 Electricity and Magnetism 
 Group 4 Project  

Term 2 will extend students’ knowledge of wave characteristics and properties. Also, thermal 
physics electrical circuits, voltage, current and resistance will be covered. Magnetic and electric 
fields will link this to Term 3. 
 
Term 3 

 Atomic, nuclear and particle physics  
In Term 3, students will study the atom, radioactive decay, nuclear fission and nuclear fusion, 
They will also collaborate on their Group 4 Project. 
 
Term 4 

 Circular motion and gravitation  
Gravitational and orbital motion, will be studied at the start of Term 4. 

 
Term 5 

 Energy Production 
 Option 

  The final compulsory topic will cover world energy requirements and the associated  
   potential environmental impacts. 

Option Topics: Relativity, Engineering physics, Imaging, Astrophysics 

 
 

Internal Assessment: 

20% of Practical Work with a minimum requirement of 40 hours. 
20 hours on the practical programme – a series of experiments illustrating the key concepts of 
the course. 
10 hours on the Group 4 Project: an interdisciplinary project carried out in teams. 
10 hours on the Internal Assessment investigation – an individual research project on a topic 
chosen by the student. 

 
External Assessment: 

80% Examination  
 Paper 1: 30 multiple choice questions (20%) 
 Paper 2: Structured and extended response questions on core topics (40%) 
 Paper 3: Structured and extended response questions on one option topic (20%) 

 

 
Comparison between this course and A-Level: 

 

The nature of IB Standard is different from AS Level. The IB Standard Level is nearly as demanding conceptually as Higher Level, 
but there is less material. 

 

Since the A-Level exam is unit based, candidates can target revision on certain topics for certain papers. By virtue of the 
assessment structure, IB candidates cannot do this but must be in command of all of the subject in each exam. 

 

IB students are required to complete a “Group 4” project, during which they collaborate with other scientists from the full range 
of subjects. Throughout the programme, their personal skills, ability to work independently and awareness of wider ethical 
aspects of the subject are assessed. 

 

The IB course places a great deal of emphasis on practical work. The students complete several activities over the two years 
which are written up formally. These help to prepare them for a single large piece of assessed coursework which contributes 20% 
of their overall mark. There is no practical exam. In the A-Level course, practical skills are assessed in written papers at the end of 
each year along with continued monitoring through the CPAC qualification. 

 
 

Contact for further information: 
Mr Nicholas Hulbert: nicholas.hulbert@tts.edu.sg 

mailto:nicholas.hulbert@tts.edu.sg


GROUP 4 (EXPERIMENTAL SCIENCES) 
 

77  76 

 
 

PHYSICS  -  HIGHER LEVEL 

 
Aims 
 To continue and extend students’ appreciation of the subject which will already have been developed from study in 

earlier years. 
 To approach Physics as the most fundamental of the Natural Sciences, which is based upon the fundamental forces and 

the energy transfers they produce. 
 To deal with modern day Physics as an international subject, in which scientists from around the world collaborate using 

internationally agreed terms and conventions. Modern centres of cutting edge Physics, such as CERN, pool the collective 
expertise of Physicists from all continents.   

 To base learning in practical investigation, where students will further develop the skills required to formulate, test and 
evaluate hypotheses. 

 
The Physics course, like all the Group 4 subjects, has recently been comprehensively rewritten, with additional emphasis 
placed on the following fundamental issues regarding the nature of science itself. 

 
 What science ’is’ and the nature of scientific endeavour. 
 The understanding of science. 
 The objectivity of science. 
 The human face of science. 
 Scientific literacy and the public understanding of science. 
 Science and the international dimension. 
 Science and its connection to Theory of Knowledge. 

 

Hence, a student in an IB Physics class, as well as gaining a thorough understanding of, for example, planetary orbits, might 
also address questions such as: What empirical evidence led to the formulation of a the heliocentric theory of the solar 
system? What barriers were there to the acceptance of this theory? What does it take to overturn an ‘accepted’ theory or 
‘conventional wisdom’? 

 

Course description 
 

The Higher level course has the same foundations as the standard level, presenting the best aspects of traditional Physics 
along with modern concepts in an exciting and flexible way. You will be studying methods of mathematical analysis of 
laboratory data, kinematics, Newton's laws, momentum, work and energy, gravitation, thermodynamics, wave motion, 
electromagnetism, atomic and nuclear physics as with standard level. However, within the higher level course, a greater 
depth of study will be involved, including higher level concepts such as electromagnetic induction, Doppler shifting, projectile 
motion and entropy. A greater range of option topics will also be available. Approximately 25% of class time is allotted to 
laboratory investigations. 

 

Requirements 
 

To take Physics at Higher Level, you should have the DOE in HL Physics plus a good track record at (I)GCSE Mathematics. It would 
also be an advantage to combine IB Physics with IB Maths, at least at Standard Level. You should be naturally curious and 
tenacious in your pursuit of a fuller understanding of how our universe works. You should be motivated, enthusiastic and willing 
to become well organised in your working habits. As the course involves some complex ideas and emphasizes the application of 
concepts in real life contexts, you should be ready to read around the subject independently outside of lesson time. 

 
 

Potential careers 
 

The successful Physics student will find a wide range of careers open up. Skills acquired on the course, along with the discipline 
and rigour of the core material, will allow pupils to consider just about any future pathway, from university courses in pure 
science, engineering, to business, humanities or languages. 
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5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

Term 1 
 Measurements and uncertainities 
 Mechanics 

Term 1 will involve the study of forces and motion, including momentum, Newton’s laws, 
uniform acceleration, vectors and scalars, inertia, freefall and circular motion.  
 
Term 2 

 Thermal Physics 
 Waves and wave phenomena 
 Electricity and Magnetism, Fields and Electromagnetic Induction 
 Group 4 Project  

Term 2 will extend students’ knowledge of wave characteristics and properties. Also, thermal 
physics electrical circuits, voltage, current and resistance will be covered. Magnetic and electric 
fields will link this to Term 3. 
 
Term 3 

 Atomic, nuclear and particle physics  
 Quantum Physics 

In Term 3, students will study the atom, radioactive decay, nuclear fission and nuclear fusion, 
They will also collaborate on their Group 4 Project. 
 
Term 4 

 Circular motion and gravitation  
Gravitational and orbital motion, will be studied at the start of Term 4. 

 
Term 5 

 Energy Production 
 Option 

  The final compulsory topic will cover world energy requirements and the associated  
  potential environmental impacts. 

Option Topics: Relativity, Engineering physics, Imaging, Astrophysics 

 
 

Internal Assessment: 

20% of Practical Work with a minimum requirement of 60 hours. 
40 hours on the practical programme – a series of experiments illustrating the key concepts of 
the course. 
10 hours on the Group 4 Project: an interdisciplinary project carried out in teams. 
10 hours on the Internal Assessment investigation – an individual research project on a topic 
chosen by the student. 

 
External Assessment: 

80% Examination  
 Paper 1: 40 multiple choice questions (20%) 
 Paper 2: Structured and extended response questions core topics (36%) 
 Paper 3: Structured and extended response questions on one option topic (24%) 

  

Comparison between this course and A-Level: 
 

Higher level Physics is as conceptually demanding as A2 Physics. The range of topics covered is similar as is the depth to which 
they are studied. Since the A-Level exam is unit based, candidates can target revision on certain topics for certain papers. By 
virtue of the assessment structure, IB candidates cannot do this and so must be in command of all areas of the subject in every 
exam. 

 

IB students are required to complete a “Group 4” project, during which they collaborate with other scientists from the full range 
of subjects. Throughout the programme, their personal skills, ability to work independently and awareness of wider ethical 
aspects of the subject are assessed. 

 

The IB course places a great deal of emphasis on practical work. The students complete several activities over the two years 
which are written up formally. These help to prepare them for a single large piece of assessed coursework which contributes 20% 
of their overall mark. There is no practical exam. In the A-Level course, practical skills are assessed in written papers at the end of 
each year along with continued monitoring through the CPAC qualification. 

 

Contact for further information: 
 Mr Nicholas Hulbert: nicholas.hulbert@tts.edu.sg 

mailto:nicholas.hulbert@tts.edu.sg
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COMPUTER  SCIENCE  -  STANDARD LEVEL  
 

Aims 
 
The Computer Science course, like all group 4 subjects, has been comprehensively rewritten over the last two years giving 
more freedom to teachers and students to decide what and how they study. The key aims remain the same: 
 
 To think ahead procedurally, logically, concurrently, abstractly, recursively 
 Developing logical thinking and problem solving skills 
 Learning programming skills, using a variety of languages 
 Encourage algorithmic thinking and abstraction to develop solutions 
 Project management 
 
Computational thinking lies at the heart of the course and it is this ability to breakdown problems, and tackle projects 
logically, that will benefit students across their IB qualification. 

 
 

Course description 
 
Students with an interest in pursuing any kind of career with computers or in developing their analytical problem solving skills should 
consider Computer Science. It is a practical, yet academically rigorous subject offering students a detailed view of how 
computers work and how systems can be developed (programmed) to work on them. Successful computer systems result from a 
systematic approach to problem solving along with a sound technical understanding of how computers operate. The aim of the 
course is to develop both of these aspects of understanding. While learning to programme is a significant element of the course, the 
primary purpose of this course is not to be a vocational programming course, but to allow complex theoretical concepts to be 
explored practically and experimentally.  
 
The course is broken into two written papers (70%) and an internal assessment (30%). Along side this students will need to study 
and prepare for questions based around an annually issued case study. This year it is CGI  
 
Standard level students will study the following: 
 
 System Fundamentals   Networks  
 Computational Thinking, and Problem-Solving   Computer Organisation  

 IA – Programming Project 
 

Requirements 

 
Past experience shows that students will be able to study computer science at SL successfully with no background in, or 
previous knowledge of, computer science. Their approach to study, characterized by specific IB learner profile attributes, 
inquirers, thinkers and communicators, will be significant here. However a solid grounding in Maths would be advantageous. 

 
 

Potential careers 
 
There is no career path that does not involve computing or problem solving to some degree. Software is increasingly used and 
developed in all walks of life and a solid knowledge of computational theory gives students the chance to be a part of this. 
 
For students interested in further study at university, Computer Science also complements many engineering, science, 
mathematical, business and management courses. 
 
According to experts, some 62% of the growth in jobs in science-related fields will be in computer science.
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Core Content: 

 

Topic 1 – System Fundamentals (20 Hours)  
This topic covers an overview of how systems are used in society. This includes analysing how 
organisations currently use technology as well as how to design solutions to meet an 
organisations needs. 
 
Topic 2: Computer Organization (6 Hours)  
A detailed exploration of how modern computers operate. Students investigate the 
fundamental parts of a computer as well as how they interact with input, output and storage 
devices. 
 
Topic 3: Networks (9 Hours)  
Since the first computer network 40 years ago the ability to connect computing devices has 
become integral to all parts of our life. Today networks are at the heart of all our 
communications. In this topic you will learn how that communication happens. 
 
Topic 4: Computational Thinking (45 Hours)  
The six principles of computational thinking, identified by Jeanette Wing in her article 
“Computational thinking” are: thinking procedurally, thinking logically, thinking ahead, 
thinking concurrently, and thinking abstractly. Throughout the two years your ability to apply 
Computational Thinking will be required and developed. 

 
 

Option: 

 

Databases (30 Hours) 
Students are expected to use database software to support the learning of the basic concepts 
behind relational databases. 
 

 
 

Internal Assessment (IA): 

 
 

Programming Project (40 Hours, 30%)   
The requirement of the internal assessment is to develop a solution for a client to a specified problem or an 
unanswered question. 
The solution is assessed using five criteria: Planning, Solution overview, Development, Functionality, and 
Evaluation. 

 

Group 4 Project: 

 

 

Group 4 Project (10 Hours)  
The group 4 project is a collaborative activity where students from different group 4 subjects 
work together on a scientific or technological topic, allowing for concepts and perceptions 
from across the disciplines to be shared. 

 
External Assessment: 

70% Examination  
 Paper 1: Two sections consisting of several compulsory short questions followed by 

three compulsory structured questions. (1hr 30mins)/ (45%) 
 Paper 2: Between Two and Five compulsory questions based around the topic of 

Databases. (1hr)/ (25 
 %) 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Comparison between this course and A-Level: 
 

The standard level IB course is designed to be an introduction to computer science and is therefore not as challenging as the A-
Level or Higher Level. 

The syllabus focuses on the building blocks of computer theory allowing students to develop a strong sense of computational 
thinking, without the complexity of language specific study or large coursework tasks. 

 
 

Contact for further information:  
David Fourie: David.Fourie@tts.edu.sg 
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COMPUTER  SCIENCE  -  HIGHER LEVEL  
 

Aims 
 
The Computer Science course, like all group 4 subjects, has been comprehensively rewritten over the last two years giving 
more freedom to teachers and students to decide what and how they study. The key aims remain the same: 
 
 To think ahead procedurally, logically, concurrently, abstractly, recursively 
 Developing logical thinking and problem solving skills 
 Learning programming skills, using a variety of languages 
 Encourage algorithmic thinking and abstraction to develop solutions 
 Project management 
 
Computational thinking lies at the heart of the course and it is this ability to breakdown problems, and tackle projects 
logically, that will benefit students across their IB qualification. 

 
 

Course description 
 
Students with an interest in pursuing any kind of career with computers or in developing their analytical problem solving skills should 
consider Computer Science. It is a practical, yet academically rigorous subject offering students a detailed view of how 
computers work and how systems can be developed (programmed) to work on them. Successful computer systems result from a 
systematic approach to problem solving along with a sound technical understanding of how computers operate. The aim of the 
course is to develop both of these aspects of understanding. While learning to programme is a significant element of the course, the 
primary purpose of this course is not to be a vocational programming course, but to allow complex theoretical concepts to be 
explored practically and experimentally.  
 
The course is broken into three external written papers (80%) and an internal assessment (20%).  
Standard level students will study the following: 
 
 System Fundamentals   Networks  
 Abstract Data Structures 
 Resource Management 
 Computational Thinking, and Problem-Solving  

 Databases  
 Computer Organisation 
 Control 
 IA-Programming Project 

 

Requirements 

 

As with the SL, their approach to study, characterized by specific IB learner profile attributes, inquirers, thinkers and 
communicators, will be significant here. The additional logic and problem solving would be complimented with a solid 
grounding in maths, possibly taking HL Maths. 

 
 

Potential careers 
 
There is no career path that does not involve computing or problem solving to some degree. Software is increasingly used and 
developed in all walks of life and a solid knowledge of computational theory gives students the chance to be a part of this. 
 
For students interested in further study at university, Computer Science also complements many engineering, science, 
mathematical, business and management courses. 
 
According to experts, some 62% of the growth in jobs in science-related fields will be in computer science.

80 
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Core Content: 

  In addition to the Standard level topics, Higher Level Candidates will also cover: 
 

 
 

Topic 5 – Abstract Data Structures (23 Hours)  
Abstract data structures and their place in computing are investigated. This topic is mainly 
delivered through programming projects allowing students to work with structures such as 
binary trees, 2 dimensional arrays, stacks and queues. 
 
Topic 6: Resource Management  (8 Hours)  
Further exploration of how computer systems operate. With particular focus on how 
operating systems manage their physical resources such as input, output and storage devices. 
 
Topic 7: Control (14 Hours)  
Students will investigate a large range of systems that are controlled by computing devices. 
Taxi meters, GPS systems, and power plants are just some of the scenarios students will be 
expected to understand. 
 
Case Study (30 Hours)  
The computer science case study provides the stimulus material for the investigation of a 
scenario involving current developments in computer science. Previous studies have included 
CGI and Encryption. 

 
 

Option: 

 

Databases (45 Hours) 
Students are expected to use database software to support the learning of the basic concepts 
behind relational databases. Higher Level candidates explore databases in more detail 
including topics such as data mining and data warehouses. 
 

 
 

Internal Assessment: 

 
 

Programming Project (40 Hours, 20%)   
The requirement of the internal assessment is to develop a solution for a client to a specified  
problem or an unanswered question. 
The solution is assessed using five criteria: Planning, Solution overview, Development,  
Functionality, and Evaluation. 

 

Group 4 Project: 

 

 

Group 4 Project (10 Hours)  
The group 4 project is a collaborative activity where students from different group 4 subjects 
work together on a scientific or technological topic, allowing for concepts and perceptions 
from across the disciplines to be shared. 

 
External Assessment: 

80% Examination  
 Paper 1: Two sections consisting of several compulsory short questions followed by 

three compulsory structured questions. (1hr 30mins)/(40%) 
 Paper 2: Between Two and Five compulsory questions based around the topic of 

Databases. (1hr)/(20%) 
 Paper 3: 4 compulsory questions based on the pre-seen case study (1hr)/(20%) 

 
 
 

Comparison between this course and A-Level: 
 

The higher level IB course is designed to stretch a student’s understanding of Computer Science and possibly prepare them for a 
University Computer Science course. However, due to the Internal Assessment being less demanding that the A-Level coursework, 
students will have to spend less of their study time completing this option. 

 
 

Contact for further information:  
David Fourie: David.Fourie@tts.edu.sg 
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MATHEMATICAL STUDIES   -   STANDARD LEVEL 

 
Aims 

 

The aims of Mathematical Studies include: 

 
 To develop students’ understanding of the principles and nature of Mathematics 
 To enjoy the courses and develop an appreciation of the elegance, power and usefulness of Mathematics 
 To develop patience and persistence in problem solving 
 To develop logical, critical and creative thinking 
 To communicate Mathematics clearly and confidently in a variety of contexts 
 To appreciate the multicultural and historical perspectives of the Mathematics 
 To employ and refine students’ powers of abstraction and generalization 
 To appreciate the consequences arising from technological developments 
 To transfer skills to alternative situations and to future developments 

 

 
Course description 

 

This course caters for students with a solid background in mathematics who wish to improve their analytical and technical skills 
and concentrate on the application of Mathematics in various simple contexts. Students taking this course will normally follow 
programmes at university which do not relate directly to Mathematics. Others may take this subject because they have an 
interest in Mathematics, enjoy meeting its challenges and engaging with its problems and want to extend their   understanding 

but not as far as Standard level or Higher level Mathematics. 
 

The course covers seven broad areas of Mathematics: number and algebra, geometry and trigonometry, functions, sets and 
logic, statistics and probability, mathematical modelling, and calculus. The students will need a graphical display calculator 
(GDC) which will be used throughout the course. Students will complete an internal assessment worth 20% of their final grade. 

 
 
 

Graphic Display Calculator (GDC) 
 

Students are required to use a GDC throughout the course and during their exams.  In Tanglin we use the TI n Spire CX  

and all students are expected to buy this particular model. It is available for sale in the school shop. 
 

 
Requirements 

 

Students will have completed higher tier (I)GCSE Mathematics and have been accepted on to the IB Diploma course. They are 
sure they do not want to follow a course that relies on Mathematics at university. It is important that all students discuss which 
Mathematics course they should follow with their Maths teacher prior to making a final decision. Students need to be 
particularly careful about choosing between Mathematical Studies SL and Mathematics SL. These two courses are viewed very 
differently by different universities around the world. 

 
 

Potential careers 
 

Students will be probably be looking at careers which do not involve Mathematics. If the student is unsure it is advisable to 
check with the university the student would potentially like to attend to ensure that Mathematical Studies is acceptable for 
their prospective course. 
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Mathematical Studies – Standard Level 
 

 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

Term 1 
 Introduction to Graphical Calculators 
 Number and Algebra 
 Functions 
 Statistics 
 Geometry and Trigonometry 

 

Term 2 
 Sets and Probability 
 Statistics 
 Geometry and Trigonometry 

 

Term 3 
 Functions 
 Statistics 
 Number and Algebra 
 Probability 

 

Term 4 
 Number and Algebra 
 Functions 
 Introduction to Differential Calculus 
 Mathematical Modelling 
 Internal Assessment Project 

 

Term 5 
 Logic 

Option Topics: None 
 

Internal Assessment: 
20% on an internal  assessment involving the generation/collection, interpretation, analysis 
and evaluation of information and data. 

 

External Assessment: 80% Examination  
 Paper 1:  Short questions. (40%) 
 Paper 2:  Extended response questions (40%) 

 
 
 

Comparison between this course and A-Level 
 

This is a Mathematics course designed for those students not formally needing Mathematics beyond the school level. A primary 
aim is to ensure that students retain, or if necessary develop, a solid understanding of those simple numerical and algebraic 
techniques which will be of use to them in future life, and the internal assessment allows students to follow their own interests. 
A high degree of accuracy and fluency is required – as evidenced by the need to answer fifteen questions (with no choice) from 
across the syllabus in ninety minutes for paper one. 

 

Mathematical Studies is a course that many students who would not have pursued Mathematics at A-Level decide to opt for.  

 

Contact for further information: 
Mr Chris Hollingworth  chris.hollingworth@tts.edu.sg 
Mrs Sarah Aldous     sarah.aldous@tts.edu.sg 

mailto:sarah.aldous@tts.edu.sg
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MATHEMATICS   -   STANDARD LEVEL 

 
 

Aims 
 
 To develop students’ understanding of the principles and nature of Mathematics 
 To enjoy the courses and develop an appreciation of the elegance, power and usefulness of Mathematics 
 To develop patience and persistence in problem solving 
 To develop logical, critical and creative thinking 
 To communicate clearly and confidently in a variety of contexts 
 To appreciate the multicultural and historical perspectives of the Mathematics 
 To employ and refine students’ powers of abstraction and generalization 
 To appreciate the consequences arising from technological developments 
 To transfer skills to alternative situations and to future developments 

 

 
Course description 

 

This course caters for students with a good background in Mathematics who are competent in a range of analytical and 
technical skills. The majority of these students will be expecting to follow a university course where Mathematics is used to 
support the subject area, for example, courses such as medicine, biology, chemistry, business, psychology, or ICT. Others may 
take this subject because they have a strong interest in Mathematics and enjoy meeting its challenges and engaging with its 
problems and would like to take it further than IGCSE. 

 

The course covers seven broad areas of Mathematics. Students will have learnt the basics of algebra, trigonometry, statistics 
and probability and they may have been introduced to vectors and calculus, though in less detail. All are fundamental 
mathematical tools used for solving many important problems. 

 
Requirements 

 

To follow the standard course at Mathematics, a student will be expecting to attain at least a grade B at IGCSE Mathematics. 
They need to be motivated and interested in mathematics and be given the appropriate DoE from their teacher. Students 
are expected to discuss the prospect of taking the Mathematics SL course with their Maths teacher before making a final 
decision. Many students achieving a grade B and all students achieving a grade C would be advised to take the Mathematical Studies 
SL course instead. Students need to be particularly careful about choosing between Mathematical Studies SL and Mathematics 
SL. These two courses are viewed very differently by different universities around the world. 

 
 

Graphic Display Calculator (GDC) 
 

Students are required to use a GDC throughout the course and during their exams.  In Tanglin we use the TI n Spire CX  

and all students are expected to buy this particular model. It is available for sale in the school shop. 
 

 
Potential careers 

 

The study of mathematics is useful for developing critical thinking, problem solving, and being analytical in one’s response to a 
number of diverse problems. It requires application and dedication and helps students develop independence. As such, it is 
invaluable in any career but the standard level course will be particularly important in careers requiring mathematics as a 
component. These careers include the financial sector, medicine, IT, computer programming and systems administration, 
business, research and development, even marketing and sales, as well as many other areas. 
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5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

Term 1 
 Algebra 
 Circular Functions and Trigonometry 
 Functions and Equations 

 

Term 2 
 Calculus 
 Statistics and Probability 

 

Term 3 
 Calculus 
 Statistics and Probability 
 Internal Assessment 

 

Term 4 
 Algebra 
 Circular Function and Trigonometry 
 Statistics and Probability 

 

Term 5 
 Calculus 
 Vectors 

Option Topics: None 

 

 
Internal Assessment: 

The internally assessed component in this course is a mathematical exploration. This is a short 
report written by the student based on a topic chosen by them and should focus developing 
some mathematics; it is not a research paper. The emphasis is on mathematical communication 
(including formulae, diagrams, graphs etc.) with accompanying commentary, good mathematical 
writing, and thoughtful reflection. This is worth 20% of the final grade. 

 

External Assessment: 80% Examination  
 Paper 1: No GDC Allowed, Short and Long Response Questions (40%) 
 Paper 2: GDC required, Short and Long Response Questions (40%) 

 

 
 
 

Comparison between this course and A-Level 
 

Comparison is difficult, especially given the lack of mechanics in the IB Diploma course. (Mechanics is studied though Physics in 
the IB model.) The content of Mathematics SL is mixture of topics from AS Level and A2 Level Maths. The main difference is in in 
assessment. A-Level questions tend to be more structured and the style is quite similar from year to year.  

IB questions vary in style and bring many topics into one problem. Sometimes there are aspects that a student may not have seen 
before in order to test problem solving skills. Another difference is the internal assessment that is required for IB, whereas no 
coursework is required in A-Level Mathematics. Both courses require confident use of a graphical calculator. 

 
It is worth noting that students opting for Mathematics SL cover far more mathematics, and at a much greater depth than those 
choosing Mathematical Studies Standard Level – for the same number of IB points. 

 

 
Contact for further information: 
Mr Chris Hollingworth  chris.hollingworth@tts.edu.sg 
Mrs Sarah Aldous    sarah.aldous@tts.edu.sg 

mailto:sarah.aldous@tts.edu.sg
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MATHEMATICS   -    HIGHER LEVEL 

 
Aims 
 
 To develop students’ understanding of the principles and nature of Mathematics 
 To enjoy the courses and develop an appreciation of the elegance, power and usefulness of Mathematics 
 To develop patience and persistence in problem solving 
 To develop logical, critical and creative thinking 
 To communicate clearly and confidently in a variety of contexts 
 To appreciate the multicultural and historical perspectives of the Mathematics 
 To employ and refine students’ powers of abstraction and generalization 
 To appreciate the consequences arising from technological developments 
 To transfer skills to alternative situations and to future developments 

 

 
Course description 

 

This course caters for students with a very good background in Mathematics who are confident in a range of analytical and 
technical skills. The majority of these students will be expecting to include Mathematics as a major component of their 
university studies, either as a subject in its own right or within courses such as economics, physics, engineering and technology. 
Others may take this subject because they have a very strong interest in mathematics and enjoy meeting its challenges and 
engaging with its problems. 

 

The course covers seven broad areas of Mathematics. Students will have learnt the basics of algebra, trigonometry, statistics 
and probability and they may have been introduced to vectors and calculus, which will become important topics. All are 
fundamental mathematical tools used for solving many important problems. 

 

 
Requirements 

 

To follow the higher course at Mathematics, students should be expecting to achieve a grade A* at IGCSE Mathematics and a 
grade A or B at Additional Maths FSMQ. Most importantly they need to be very motivated and interested in Mathematics and be 
given the appropriate DoE by their teacher. Students are expected to discuss the prospect of taking the Higher Level course 
with their Maths teacher before making a final  decision. 

 
 

Graphic Display Calculator (GDC) 
 

Students are required to use a GDC throughout the course and during their exams.  In Tanglin we use the TI n Spire CX  

and all students are expected to buy this particular model. It is available for sale in the school shop. 
 
 

 
Potential careers 

 

The study of mathematics is excellent for developing critical thinking, problem solving and being analytical in one’s response to 
a number of diverse problems. It requires application and dedication and helps students develop independence. As such, it is 
invaluable in any career but particularly important in careers requiring Mathematics as a major component. These careers 
include engineering, the actuarial profession and other financial sectors, economics, IT, computer programming and systems 
administration, research and development and statistical analysis. Intelligence agencies require top class mathematicians, as do 
many other careers. 
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5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

Term 1 
 Algebra 
 Circular Functions and Trigonometry 
 Functions and Equations 

 

Term 2 
 Calculus 
 Statistics and Probability 
 Vectors 

 

Term 3 
 Calculus 
 Statistics and Probability 
 Internal Assessment 

 

Term 4 
 Algebra 
 Functions and Equations 
 Calculus 
 Matrices 
 Vectors 

 

Term 5 

 Option Module 

Option Topics: 
One from (a) Further Statistics and Probability (b) Sets, Relations and Groups, (c) Calculus, (d) 
Discrete Mathematics. 

 

 
Internal Assessment: 

The internally assessed component in this course is a mathematical exploration. This is a short 
report written by the student based on a topic chosen by them and should focus on developing 
some mathematics; it is not a research paper. The emphasis is on mathematical communication 
(including formulae, diagrams, graphs etc.) with accompanying commentary, good mathematical 
writing and thoughtful reflection. This is worth 20% of the final grade. 

 
External Assessment: 

80% Terminal Examination  
 Paper 1: No GDC Allowed, Short and Long Response Questions (30%) 
 Paper 2: GDC required, Short and Long Response Questions (30%) 
 Paper 3: Option topic (20%) 

  
 

Comparison between this course and A-Level 
 

Comparison is difficult, especially given the IB option topics and the lack of Mechanics in the IB Diploma course. (Mechanics is studied 
through Physics in the IB model.) The content of Mathematics Higher Level goes beyond A Level and includes some Further 
Mathematics A Level content. 
 
The main difference is in the assessment. A Level questions can be more structured. IB questions vary in style and bring many topics 
into one problem. Sometimes there are aspects that a student may not have seen before in order to test problem solving skills. Another 
difference is the internal assessment that is required for IB. No coursework is required for A Level. Both courses require confident use 
of a graphical calculator. 

 
 

Contact for further information 
Mr Chris Hollingworth  chris.hollingworth@tts.edu.sg 
Mrs Sarah Aldous    sarah.aldous@tts.edu.sg 

 

mailto:sarah.aldous@tts.edu.sg
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FILM STUDIES – STANDARD LEVEL 

 
Aims 

 
 Understand and engage in the processes of interpreting and communicating in film language.  
 Explore film through personal, theoretical and cultural contexts and understand how these contexts inform and shape 

filmmaking practice and reception.  
 Develop and creatively apply a range of filmmaking skills and techniques.  

 

 
Course description 

 

IB Film Studies is an ideal Group 6 option because of the sheer breadth of creative skills and practical experiences it offers. 
Pre-production skills include pitching, storyboarding, location scouting and script writing. At the film production stage, students 
will need to consider sound, lighting, cinematography, actor performance, as well as make numerous logistical and directorial 
decisions. In post-production, the film will be edited, overdubs added and music composed. Filmmaking is challenging, which is 
why 5 0 % of the final mark at SL is awarded for this practical element of the course. 

 
Undoubtedly, Film is the most significant new art form of the last century. It functions as a mass form of entertainment, but 
also as a powerful ideological tool that should never be viewed passively. With this in mind, students will watch and then 
deconstruct a rich array of films: from Hollywood, Bollywood, Asia, Europe and all points in between, each offering a different 
representation of the world. The films chosen for study will offer challenging opportunities for analytical investigation and 
discussion. Through the parody and pastiche of some of the most famous scenes in film history, students will develop their own 
filmmaking skills by engaging in the same planning processes as Hitchcock, Eisenstein and Kurosawa. 

 

 
Requirements 

 

Students do not need to have studied GCSE Film Studies. They should be very interested in both the process of making and 
editing films and the analysing of films from a range of genres and historical periods. 

 
 

 
Potential careers 

 

The most obvious career choices for the student who takes Film Studies are in the media: advertising, web-based video 
programming, film and television. Moreover, audio-visual literacy is becoming an increasingly important skill and an individual 
who can make professional video presentations and who understands the way narrative can be shaped to appeal to a specific 
audience will be in high demand.



Film Studies – Standard Level 
 

89  

 

5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

*Higher and Standard levels require the same core assessment items to be completed.  
Higher level students must also produce a collaborative film project. 

 
Term 1 

 An introduction to the micro elements of film grammar, such as mise  en scene, 
cinematography, sound and editing. 

 An introduction to the macro elements of narrative and genre. 
 How to make oral presentations in Film Studies. 

 

Term 2 
 Film in context: this unit will explore the national cinemas of Hong Kong, Mexico and 

Japan. Issues of representation and context will be explored closely. 
 Film theory and history. 
 An introduction to the documentary form. 

 

Term 3 
 Film Production Skills: treatment and script development. 
 Making the pitch. 
 Technical Planning: concept and script. 
 Visualization – storyboarding and shot selection. 
 Submission of Comparative Study 

 
Term 4 

 Principal photography and sound recording. 
 Submission of Presentation. 

 

Term 5 
 Post production: editing, selection of music, titles and effects. 
 Submission of Production Journal and Production Showreel. 

Option Topics: 
Students must, as a minimum, experience working in one role from at least three of the core 
areas of exploration: Picture, Sound, Assembly, Organisation. 

Internal Assessment: SL 40% Production Showreel 

 

External Assessment: SL Film Analysis 30% and SL Comparative Study 30%  

  
 

Comparison between this course and A-Level 
 

The IB Film Studies course differs from its A-Level equivalent in some key ways. Firstly, it has a video essay comparative study 
component. This is a challenging part of the course that enables students to develop their audio-visual presentational skills, a 
key to success in the world of work. Secondly, the IB Film Production Showreel can be formally presented to university admissions 
officers. Most importantly, unlike A-Level, there is no end-of-course formal written examination. 
 

 
 

Contact for further information: 
Mr Stephen Coughlan: Stephen.Coughlan@tts.edu.sg 

mailto:Stephen.Coughlan@tts.edu.sg
mailto:Stephen.Coughlan@tts.edu.sg
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FILM STUDIES – HIGHER LEVEL 

 
Aims 

 

 Understand and engage in the processes of interpreting and communicating in film language.  
 Explore film through personal, theoretical and cultural contexts and understand how these contexts inform and shape 

filmmaking practice and reception.  
 Develop and creatively apply a range of filmmaking skills and techniques.  
 Participate collaboratively in the production of film in order to fulfil intentions.  

 
Course description 

 

IB Film Studies is an ideal Group 6 option because of the sheer breadth of creative skills and practical experiences it offers. 
Pre-production skills include pitching, storyboarding, location scouting and script writing. At the film production stage, students 
will need to consider sound, lighting, cinematography, actor performance, as well as make numerous logistical and directorial 
decisions. In post-production, the film will be edited, overdubs added and music composed. Film making is challenging, which is 
why 6 0 %  of the final mark at SL is awarded for this practical element of the course. 

 
Undoubtedly, Film is the most significant new art form of the last century. It functions as a mass form of entertainment, but 
also as a powerful ideological tool that should never be viewed passively. With this in mind, students will watch and then 
deconstruct a rich array of films: from Hollywood, Bollywood, Asia, Europe and all points in between, each offering a different 
representation of the world. The films chosen for study will offer challenging opportunities for analytical investigation and 
discussion. Through the parody and pastiche of some of the most famous scenes in film history, students will develop their own 
filmmaking skills by engaging in the same planning processes as Hitchcock, Eisenstein and Kurosawa. 

 
 

Requirements 
 

Students do not need to have studied GCSE Film Studies. They should be very interested in both the process of making and 
editing films and the analysing of films from a range of genres and historical periods. 

 
 
 

Potential careers 
 

The most obvious career choices for the student who takes Film Studies are in the media: advertising, web-based video 
programming, film and television. Moreover, audio-visual literacy is becoming an increasingly important skill and an individual 
who can make professional video presentations and who understands the way narrative can be shaped to appeal to a specific 
audience will be in high demand.
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5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

*Higher and Standard levels require the same core assessment items to be completed.  
Higher level students must also produce a collaborative film project. 

 
Term 1 

 An introduction to the micro elements of film grammar, such as mise en scene, 
cinematography, sound and editing. 

 An introduction to the macro elements of narrative and genre. 
 How to make oral presentations in Film Studies. 

 

Term 2 
 Film in context: this unit will explore the national cinemas of Hong Kong, Mexico and 

Japan. Issues of representation and context will be explored closely. 
 Film theory and history. 
 An introduction to the documentary form. 

 
Term 3 

 Film Production Skills: treatment and script development. 
 Making the pitch. 
 Technical Planning: concept and script. 
 Visualisation – storyboarding and shot selection. 
 Submission of Comparative Study 

 

Term 4 
 Principal photography and sound recording. 
 Submission of Presentation 

 

Term 5 
 Post production: editing, selection of music, titles and effects. 
 Submission of Production Journal, Collaborative Film Project and Production Showreel. 

 

Option Topics: 
Students must, as a minimum, experience working in one role from at least three of the core areas       
of exploration: Picture, Sound, Assembly, Organisation. 

 Internal Assessment:   HL 25% Production Showreel and HL 35% Collaborative Film Project 

External Assessment: HL Film Analysis 20% and HL Comparative Study 20% 

 
 
Comparison between this course and A-Level 

The IB Film Studies course differs from its A-Level equivalent in some key ways. Firstly, it has a comparative study component. This 
video essay is a challenging part of the course that enables students to develop their audio-visual presentational skills, a key 
to success in the world of work. Secondly, the IB Film Production Showreel can be formally presented to university admissions 
officers. Most importantly, unlike A-Level, there is no end-of-course formal written examination. 

 
 

Contact for further information: 
Mr Stephen Coughlan: Stephen.Coughlan@tts.edu.sg 

 

mailto:Stephen.Coughlan@tts.edu.sg
mailto:Stephen.Coughlan@tts.edu.sg
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MUSIC   -   STANDARD LEVEL 

Aims 
 
 Demonstrate performance skills through solo performing or group performing; or composition skills through a 

Composition Portfolio (compositions, arrangements, technology or technical exercises) 
 Be able to use appropriate musical terminology to describe and reflect their critical understanding of music  
 Have an understanding and perception of music in relation to time, place and cultures 
 Become informed, reflective and critical practitioners 

 
 

Course description 
 

Students have the option of solo performing, group performing or composing for 50% of the Standard Level Course.  For the 
remaining 50% of the course, students will learn how to critically examine music of Western and Non-Western world cultures. 
The course covers a wide range of historical and contemporary music, and focuses on musical characteristics including 
melody, rhythm, harmony, form, texture, timbre and other musical, structural and contextual elements. 

 
Students will follow a common core comprising of the following elements: 

 

External Assessment 50% 
Musical Perception and Analysis – Listening Paper 30% 

 study of prescribed set works 
 study of musical styles and genres 

 
Musical Links Investigation (2000 words) 
 20% 
Students then choose to follow one of the following pathways: 
 
Internal assessment 50% 
Solo performance (15 minute programme) 50% 
or 
Group performance (two public performances 15 – 30 minutes) 50% 
or 
Composition (two contrasting compositions) 50% 

 
 
 

Requirements 
 

Students who have studied music at GCSE or IGCSE level, or have done formal practical or theory examinations (such as 
ABRSM/Trinity Guildhall) would be at an advantage for taking IB SL Music. However, students who have secure musical 
skills and a strong interest in the subject can certainly succeed at IB SL Music. This subject can be accessed by any 
student who has an interest in music, plays a musical instrument or sings to a reasonable standard. The ability to read 
music is desirable but not essential. 

 
 

 
Potential careers 

 

The Diploma Programme Music course at Standard level provides an enriching and valuable course of study for students who may 
pursue other careers. This course also provides all students with the opportunity to engage in the world of music as lifelong 
participants. Potential pathways for Music and Careers are Music Production and Studio Engineering, Composing and Arranging, 
Performance and Live Music, Legal/Business/Management aspects of Music, Recording Labels, Media, TV, Radio and Print, 
Education and Music Therapy. 
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5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Core Content: 

Term 1 
 Option topic – Solo Performing 1, Group Performing 1 or Composition 1   
 Listening skills covering Western Classical Music, Popular Music and World   

Music  

Term 2 
 Option topic – Solo Performing 2, Group Performing 2 or Composition 1 completion and starting 

Composition 2 
 Listening skills covering Western Classical Music, Popular Music and World 

Music  
 Introduction and initial work on the Musical Investigation 

 
Term 3 

 Option topic – Solo Performing 3, Group Performing 3 or Composition 1 and 2  
 Listening skills covering Western Classical Music, Popular Music and World 

Music  
 Research and first draft of Musical 

Investigation 
 Mock Examination preparation 

Term 4 
 Option topic – Solo Performing 4, Group Performing 4 or Composition 1 and 2, including written 

statements for compositions. 
 Listening skills covering Western Classical Music, Popular Music and World 

Music  
 Set Work Analysis 
 Completion of Musical 

Investigation 
 Listening Examination   

 preparation 

 
Term 5 

 Mock Examination in January 
 Option topic – final revisions to Performing or Composition. Final recordings submitted and 

portfolios compiled with scores, recordings and written statements. 
 All Listening Skills topics 

completed.  
 Set Work Analysis 

completed. 

 Listening Examination Preparation and Past Papers. 

Option Topics: Standard Level: Solo performance or composition or group performance 

Internal Assessment: SL = 50% on solo performance, composition or group performance 

External Assessment: 30% Examination  
 Paper 1: Prescribed work analysis and study of genre and style  

20% Musical investigation comparing two genres (maximum 2000 words) 

SL results are the average of the three options mentioned above 

 
Comparison between this course and A-Level: 

 IB Standard Level Music gives you more flexibility and personal choice. Two years to enhance and develop your musical 
skills in performing/composition and listening. No formal examinations at the end of Year 12 that count towards Year 13. 

 IB SL Performing gives you the option to complete a wide range of performances over the two years either as a soloist or 
with one of the Senior Ensembles. 

 IB Composing gives you the option to complete a range of compositions in a style of your choice. 

 IB Listening is less prescriptive and focused than A Level Music.  It is still demanding and requires conceptual, theoretical 

and contextual knowledge of ALL musical types, but it makes you think deeply and more broadly about the music you 
listen to, instead of being specific, focused and skills based. 

 IB Musical Links Investigation is an individual project that gives opportunity to find, research and investigate links 
between a range of contrasting Music of your own choice, presenting in your chosen media format. 

 

Contact for further information: 
Helen Owain:  helen.owain@tts.edu.sg 

mailto:helen.owain@tts.edu.sg
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MUSIC   -   HIGHER LEVEL 

 
Aims 
 
 Demonstrate performance skills through solo performance 
 Develop creative skills through exploration, control and development of musical elements in composition 
 Have an understanding and perception of music in relation to time, place and cultures 
 Be able to use appropriate musical terminology to describe and reflect critical understanding of music 
 Demonstrate comparative analysis of music in relation to time, place and cultures 
 Become informed, reflective and critical practitioners 

 
 

Course description 
 

Students are required to offer 20 minutes of Solo Performing on their chosen instrument(s) or voice. They are also required to 
submit 3 contrasting compositions of their own choice (options ranging from composing, arranging, technology and technical 

exercises).  For the remaining 50% of the course, students will learn how to critically examine music of Western and Non-Western 
world cultures. The course will comprise a wide range of historical and contemporary music, and focus on musical characteristics 
including melody, rhythm, harmony, form, texture, timbre and other musical, structural and contextual elements. 

 

External Assessment  50% 
Musical Perception and Analysis – Listening Paper                                      30% 

 study of prescribed works 
 study of musical styles and genres  

 
Musical Links Investigation                                                                 20%

  
   
Internal Assessment  50% 
Solo Performance (20 minute programme) 25% 
Composition – three contrasting pieces 25% 

 
 

 
Requirements 

 

Students who have studied music at GCSE or IGCSE level, or have done formal practical or theory examinations (such as 
ABRSM/Trinity Guildhall) would be at an advantage for taking IB HL Music. However, students who have secure musical 
skills and a strong interest in the subject can certainly succeed at IB HL Music. This subject can be accessed by any student 
who has an interest in music, plays a musical instrument or sings to a reasonable standard. The ability to read music is 
desirable but not essential. 

 
 

 
Potential careers 

 

The Diploma Programme Music course at Higher level provides an enriching and valuable course of study for students who may 
pursue other careers. This course also provides all students with the opportunity to engage in the world of music as lifelong 
participants. Potential pathways for Careers in music are Music Production and Studio Engineering, Composing and Arranging, 
Performance and Live Music, Legal/Business/Management aspects of Music, Recording Labels, Media, TV, Radio and Print, 
Education and Music Therapy. 
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5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

  Term 1  
 Performing 1  
 Composition 1 
 Listening skills covering Western Classical Music, Popular Music and World Music 
 Introducing Musical Comparison/Links 

Term 2 
 Performing 2 
 Composition 1 and ideas for Composition 2 
 Listening skills covering Western Classical Music, Popular Music and World Music  
 Introduction and initial work on the Musical Investigation 

 
Term 3 

 Performing 3 
 Composition 1 and 2 completed.  Ideas for Composition 3 
 Listening skills covering Western Classical Music, Popular Music and World 

Music 
 Research and first draft of Musical 

Investigation (there seem to be some 
formatting issues on this page. Can each 
of these bullet points be changed to a 
single line?) 

  Mock Examination preparation 

Term 4 
 Performing 4/single Group Performance 

opportunity  
 Composition 1 and 2 revisited.  Composition 3 

started. 
 Listening skills covering Western Classical Music, Popular Music and World Music 
 Set Work Analysis  
 Completion of Musical Investigation 
 Listening Examination preparation 

 
Term 5 

 Mock Examination in January 
 Completion of final Performing and Composition portfolio. Written Statements completed.  
 Recordings compiled, scores and recordings compiled and ready for submission. 
 All Listening Skills topics 

completed.  
 Set Work Analysis 

completed. 

 Listening Examination Preparation and Past Papers. 

Option Topics: Higher Level: None. 

Internal Assessment: HL = 50% • Solo performance (25%) • Composition (25%) 

External Assessment: 50% Examination  
 Paper 1: Prescribed work analysis and study of genre and style  
 20% Musical investigation comparing two genres (maximum 2000 words) 

 

Comparison between this course and A-Level 

 
 IB Higher Level Music gives you more flexibility and personal choice.  Two years to enhance and develop your musical skills in 

performing/composition and listening. No formal examinations at the end of Year 12 that count towards Year 13. 

 IB HL Performing gives you the option to complete a wide range of performances over the two years. 

 IB Composing gives you the option to complete a range of compositions and select your best two pieces of work over the two years. 

 IB Listening is less prescriptive and focused than A Level Music.  It is still demanding and requires conceptual, theoretical and 

contextual knowledge of ALL musical types, but it makes you think deeply and more broadly about the music you listen to, instead of 

being specific, focused and skills based. 

 IB Musical Links Investigation is an individual project that gives opportunity to find, research and investigate links between a range of 

contrasting Music of your own choice, presenting in your chosen media format. 

 
Contact for further information:  
Helen Owain:   helen.owain@tts.edu.sg 

mailto:helen.owain@tts.edu.sg
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THEATRE   -   STANDARD LEVEL 
This course is a multifaceted theatre making course of study. It gives students the opportunity to make theatre as designers, directors 
and performers. It emphasizes the importance of working both individually and collaboratively as part of an ensemble. It offers the 
opportunity to engage actively in the creative process, transforming ideas into action as inquisitive and productive artists. Students 
experience the course from contrasting artistic perspectives and learn to apply research and theory to inform and to contextualize 
their work. The theatre course encourages students to appreciate that through the processes of researching, creating, preparing, 
presenting and critically reflecting on theatre, they gain a richer understanding of themselves, their community and the world. 
Through the study of theatre, students become aware of their own personal and cultural perspectives, developing an appreciation 
of the diversity of theatre practices, their processes and their modes of presentation. It enables students to discover and engage 
with different forms of theatre across time, place and culture and promotes international mindedness. 
 
Aims 
 
 experience and participate in a wide and varied range of theatre activities and develop proficiency in more than one area of 

theatre technique 
 become familiar with forms of theatre from their own and different cultures 
 explore different theatre traditions in their historical contexts 
 develop academic skills appropriate for the study and understanding of theatre 
 become reflective and critical practitioners in theatre 
 develop  the  confidence  to  explore,  to  experiment  and  to  work  individually  and  collaboratively  on  innovative projects, 

which should involve challenging established notions and conventions of theatre 
 understand the dynamic, holistic and evolving nature of theatre and the interdependencies of all aspects of this art form 

 
 
Course description 

 

The IB Theatre course aims to immerse students in the theatre forms of the region and supplement these with an exploration 
of western practitioners but with a focus on how eastern forms have influenced their ideas. The first year will provide a 
foundation course that establishes theories, principles and skills that students will develop more independently in the second 
year. Alongside the projects within the curriculum, students will also have opportunities to take part in productions outside of 
class time that may contribute to course requirements. A range of professional practitioners will be invited to deliver workshops 
to students as part of the course to augment their experience and underpin their practice. 

 

Requirements 
 

You will need to enjoy the processes of making theatre: designing, directing, and performing, as well as the theory and practice 
upon which performance and production skills are based. You should be able to work collaboratively as the majority of the 
course  content  will  be  delivered  through  practical  workshops  and  projects,  that  are  supported  by  independent reading, 
research and journal work. You will need to be self-motivated and possess good time management skills. GCSE Drama is certainly 
valuable preparation for this course though it is not a requirement. You may be asked to show your ability and passion for the 
subject by attending an interview. It is important to note that students taking SL Theatre attend HL lessons as three of the 
assessments are the same. In the past SL Theatre students have finished their Theatre course early, at the end of Term 1 in the 
second year, and have really appreciate this extra time going into Term 2.  

 
Potential careers 

 

The arts industry is of one the world’s largest and most diverse employers, from production and performance to events 
management and creative marketing. The study of theatre is fundamental for pursuing careers in theatre, acting, film, television 
and radio. However the transferable skills which IB Theatre offers, such as critical thinking, problem solving, risk taking, 
versatility and flexibility, resourcefulness and being able to contribute as team player, allows students to enter a career not 
necessarily in the arts; many students with this qualification have progressed into careers in law, journalism, politics, public 
relations, media, business, education, drama/speech therapy, community/social work, advertising, event organisation and 
marketing. 
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5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

Term 1 
 

Collaborative Theatre 
Involves the application of knowledge and skills 
through participation in theatre 
performances/productions. 

 
Term 2 

 

Working with Play Texts 
Allows students to develop knowledge and skills 
in areas of theatre such as directing and design. 

 

Term 3 
 

Examining  World  Theatre  Traditions    
Involves a practical and theoretical exploration 
of further theatre practices. This represents 
diverse cultural and historical contexts. 

Term 4 

Assessment Tasks: 
Collaborative Theatre Project, Director’s 
Notebook & Research Presentation 

 

Possible areas of exploration 
 

Voice, Movement, Proxemics, Improvisation, 
Peter Brook, Augusto Boal, Indonesian 
wayang kulit puppetry, Commedia dell’ Arte, 
Physical Theatre, Theatre Complicite and  
Frantic Assembly 

 
 

Four Loves (Koch), Woyzeck (Buchner), La 
Llorona Llora (Silvia Gonzalez), Conference of 
the Birds (Brook), Ramayana (Osbourne) 

 
 

Ritual Theatre, Kathakali, Chinese Opera, 
Balinese Theatre, Japanese Butoh 

 
 
 
  Assessment tasks will take many forms such as     
  journaling, essay writing, performances and  
  presentations. 

 

Option Topics: Each area of assessment involves a degree of choice when selecting topics 

Internal Assessment: 35% Collaborative Theatre Project 

External Assessment: 
35% Director’s Notebook 
30% World Theatre Research Presentation 

 
Comparison between this course and A-Level 

 IB Theatre does not involve a written exam; assessment tasks are in the form of process based practical work, in a range of 
formats. 

 IB Theatre does not formally assess students on performance abilities; assessment is based on contributions to workshops 
and practical projects based on the strengths and areas of interest of the particular student. 

 IB Theatre students will encounter a wider range of production roles than in A-Level, and have a broader sense of theatre in 
an international context. 

 The fundamental difference from A-Level lies in the more flexible and varied approach to the curriculum and methods of 
student assessment. 

 

 
Contact for information: 
Mr Ian Peirson: ian.peirson@tts.edu.sg 

mailto:ian.peirson@tts.edu.sg
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THEATRE  -  HIGHER LEVEL 
This course is a multifaceted theatre making course of study. It gives students the opportunity to make theatre as designers, directors 
and performers. It emphasizes the importance of working both individually and collaboratively as part of an ensemble. It offers the 
opportunity to engage actively in the creative process, transforming ideas into action as inquisitive and productive artists. Students 
experience the course from contrasting artistic perspectives and Students learn to apply research and theory to inform and to 
contextualize their work. The theatre course encourages students to appreciate that through the processes of researching, creating, 
preparing, presenting and critically reflecting on theatre, they gain a richer understanding of themselves, their community and the 
world. Through the study of theatre, students become aware of their own personal and cultural perspectives, developing an 
appreciation of the diversity of theatre practices, their processes and their modes of presentation. It enables students to discover 
and engage with different forms of theatre across time, place and culture and promotes international mindedness. 

 
Aims 
 
 experience and participate in a wide and varied range of theatre activities and develop proficiency in more than one area of 

theatre technique 
 become familiar with forms of theatre from their own and different cultures 
 explore different theatre traditions in their historical contexts 
 develop academic skills appropriate for the study and understanding of theatre 
 become reflective and critical practitioners in theatre 
 develop the confidence  to  explore,  to  experiment  and  to  work  individually  and  collaboratively  on  innovative projects, 

which should involve challenging established notions and conventions of theatre 
 understand the dynamic, holistic and evolving nature of theatre and the interdependencies of all aspects of this art form 

 
 
Course description 

 

The IB Theatre course aims to immerse students in the theatre forms of the region and supplement these with an exploration 
of western practitioners but with a focus on how eastern forms have influenced their ideas. The first year will provide a 
foundation course that establishes theories, principles and skills that students will develop more independently in the second 
year. Alongside the projects within the curriculum, students will also have opportunities to take part in productions outside of 
class time that may contribute to course requirements. A range of professional practitioners will be invited to deliver workshops 
to students as part of the course to augment their experience and underpin their practice. 

 
Requirements 

 

You will need to enjoy the processes of making theatre: designing, directing, and performing, as well as the theory and practice 
upon which performance and production skills are based. You should be able to work collaboratively as the majority of the 
course content  will  be  delivered  through  practical  workshops  and  projects,  that  are  supported  by  independent reading, 
research and journal work. You will need to be self-motivated and possess good time management skills. GCSE Drama is certainly 
valuable preparation for this course though it is not a requirement. You may be asked to show your ability and passion for the 
subject by attending an interview. 

 
 
Potential careers 

 

The arts industry is of one the world’s largest and most diverse employers, from production and performance to events 
management and creative marketing. The study of theatre is fundamental for pursuing careers in theatre, acting, film, television 
and radio. However the transferable skills which IB Theatre offers, such as critical thinking, problem solving, risk taking, versatility 
and flexibility, resourcefulness and being able to contribute as team player, allows students to enter a career not necessarily 
in the arts; many students with this qualification have progressed into careers in law, journalism, politics, public relations, 
media, business, education, drama/speech therapy, community/social work, advertising, event organisation and marketing. 
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5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

Term 1 
 

Collaborative Theatre 
Involves the application of knowledge and skills 
through participation in theatre 
performances/productions. 

 

Term 2 
 

Working with Play Texts 
Allows students to develop knowledge and skills 
in areas of theatre such as directing and design. 

 
Term 3 

 

Examining World Theatre Traditions    
Involves a practical and theoretical exploration 
of further theatre practices. This represents 
diverse cultural and historical contexts. 

Term 4 

Assessment Tasks: 
Collaborative Theatre Project, Directors Notebook  
& Research Presentation 

Term 5   

Assessment Tasks: 
Solo Theatre Project (HL) 

Possible areas of exploration 
 

Voice, Movement, Proxemics, Improvisation, 
Peter Brook, Indonesian wayang kulit 
puppetry, Commedia dell’ Arte, Physical 
Theatre, Theatre Complicite and  Frantic 
Assembly  

 
  Four Loves (Koch), Woyzeck (Buchner), La 
Llorona Llora (Silvia Gonzalez), Conference of 
the Birds (Brook), Ramayana (Osbourne) 

 
 Ritual Theatre, Kathakali, Chinese Opera, 
Balinese Theatre, Japanese Butoh 

 
 The theories of Anne Bogart, Constantine 
Stanislavski, Bertolt Brecht and Antonine Artaud 

 

 Assessment tasks will take the form of 
journals, essay writing, performances and 
presentations. 

 

Option Topics: Each area of assessment involves a degree of choice when selecting topics 

 

Internal Assessment: 
 

25% Collaborative Theatre Project 

 

External Assessment: 
35% Theatre Theory in Practice 
20% Director’s Notebook 
20% World Theatre Research Presentation 

 

Comparison between this course and A-Level 
 

 IB  Theatre  does  not  involve  a  written  exam;  assessment  tasks  are  in  the  form  of  process based  practical  work,  in  a 
range of formats. 

 IB  Theatre  does  not  formally  assess  students  on  performance  abilities;  assessment  is  based  on  contributions to 
workshops and practical projects based on the strengths and areas of interest of the particular student. 
IB Theatre students will encounter a wider range of production roles than in A-Level, and have a broader sense of 
theatre in an international context. 

 The fundamental difference from A-Level lies in the more flexible and varied approach to the curriculum and   methods 
of student assessment. 

 

 
Contact for information: 
Mr Ian Peirson: ian.peirson@tts.edu.sg 

mailto:ian.peirson@tts.edu.sg
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VISUAL ARTS – STANDARD LEVEL 

Aims 
 
 enjoy lifelong engagement with the arts 
 become informed, reflective and critical practitioners in the arts 
 understand the dynamic and changing nature of the arts 
 explore and value the diversity of the arts across time, place and cultures 
 Express ideas with confidence and competence 
 develop perceptual and analytical skills 
 make artwork which is influenced by personal and cultural factors 
 develop skills, techniques and processes in order to express concepts and ideas 
 become informed and critical observers of visual culture and media 

 
Course description 

 

The visual arts core syllabus will consist of three interrelated areas: the process portfolio, comparative study and exhibition. The 
course provides students with the opportunity to develop a critical and intensely personal view of themselves in relation to 
the world. At Tanglin students will be expected to engage with the subject in many ways. They will be encouraged to visit galleries, 
learn about the work of others in both a historical and contextual framework as well as undertake independent, critical 
investigation. They will have the opportunity to  work  with  practicing  artists,  work  in  the  studio  and  out  in  the environment. 
Students have the freedom to explore self-set themes within the course and will work towards a final exhibition. The course is 
designed to enable students to study visual arts in higher education while welcoming those students who seek life enrichment 
through visual arts. 

 
We run a short overseas residential trip usually in September.  While not compulsory, we find this an excellent way of allowing the 
students to move beyond a GCSE mindset, be totally immersed in the subject and produce a body of work as a springboard to 
exploring a whole range of processes and techniques.  Almost all students attend.  The cost is often around $1300. 

 
Throughout the course students are expected to experience working with a variety of different art-making and conceptual forms. 
Standard Level students should, as a minimum, experience working with at least two art-making forms, each selected from separate 
columns of the table below. The examples given are for guidance only and are not intended to represent a definitive list. 

 

Two dimensional forms Three dimensional forms Lens based, electronic and screen 

based forms 

 Drawing: such as charcoal, pencil, 
ink 

 Painting: such as acrylic, oil, water 

colour 
 Printmaking: such as relief, intaglio, 

planographic, chine coll̗ 

 Graphics: such as illustration and  

design 

 Sculpture: such as ceramics, 
found objects, wood, assemblage 

 Design objects: such as 
fashion, architectural, vessels 

 Site specific/ephemeral: such 
as land art, installation, mural 

 Textiles: such as fibre, 
weaving, printed fabric 

 Time - based and sequential 
art: such as animation, 
graphic novel, storyboard 

 Lens media: such as 
still, moving, montage 

 Digital/screen based: such 
as vector graphics, software 
generated 

 

Requirements 
 

There is no need to have studied Art at GCSE in order to follow this programme, although the skills and working practice gained 
will of course be an asset. More important is a genuine interest in the visual arts, an enjoyment of experimentation and 
exploration and a willingness to think creatively. You should be enthusiastic, willing to work with a wide range of media and 
keen to discuss your ideas and progress. Pace and commitment are crucial. 

 

Potential careers 
 

The study of visual arts is useful in a wide range of careers. As well as being desirable for careers within the arts such as fine 
art, graphics, fashion, product design, theatre design, textiles, architecture, photography, advertising/marketing, ceramics, 
metalwork, education, curation and art history, it encourages creative approaches to problem solving, promotes dexterity and 
control on a practical level and a sequential development of ideas. 
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5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Core Content: 

Term 1 
Observation 

 Working from life 
 Introduction to writing and talking about art 
 Exploration of relevant cultural, historical and contemporary artwork 
 Short residential trip 
 Work with a visiting artist 
 Complete first piece of exhibition work 

 

Terms 2 
Investigation 

 Visual arts journal developed 
 Exhibition work created 
 Individual contextual and historic links explored 

 
Term 3 
Investigation 

 Visual arts journal developed 
 Exhibition work created 
 Individual contextual and historic links explored 
 Main body of Comparative Study completed 

 

Term 4 
 Collecting of relevant contextual reference material 
 Supporting studio based studies completed 
 Final piece of exhibition work started 

 

Term 5 
 Exhibition work completed 
 Preparation of work to be assessed 
 Exhibition mounted 

Option Topics: No prescribed content. 

Internal Assessment: 40% Final Exhibition 

 

External Assessment: 
20% Comparative Study 
40% Process Portfolio 

 

Comparison between this course and A-Level 

 

 A-Level is assessed by the teacher and moderated by an external moderator. 60% of IB is examined by uploading images 
of candidate work. 

 With A-Level the balance of marks favours research and development as does the IB Visual Arts course. 

 Assessment criteria are quite different. A-Level favours a more traditional approach; IB is more open and inclusive of 
craft skills and personal visual vocabularies. 

 A-Level has effective moderator training and supervision/moderation built in to the assessment system; IB has none of 
this and relies heavily on standardisation of work samples by senior examiners. 

 
 
 

Contact for further information: 
Ms Debbie Coulson: debbie.coulson@tts.edu.sg 

mailto:debbie.coulson@tts.edu.sg
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VISUAL ARTS – HIGHER LEVEL 

Aims 
 
 enjoy lifelong engagement with the arts 
 become informed, reflective and critical practitioners in the arts 
 understand the dynamic and changing nature of the arts 
 explore and value the diversity of the arts across time, place and cultures 
 Express ideas with confidence and competence 
 develop perceptual and analytical skills 
 make artwork which is influenced by personal and cultural factors 
 develop skills, techniques and processes in order to express concepts and ideas 
 become informed and critical observers of visual culture and media 

 
 
Course description 

 

The visual arts core syllabus will consist of three interrelated areas: the process portfolio, comparative study and exhibition. The 
course provides students with the opportunity to develop a critical and intensely personal view of themselves in relation to 
the world. At Tanglin students will be expected to engage with the subject in many ways. They will be encouraged to 
visit galleries, learn about the work of others in both a historical and contextual framework as well as undertake independent, 
critical investigation. They will have the opportunity to work with practicing artists, work in the studio and out in the 
environment. Students have the freedom to explore self-set themes within the course and will work towards a final exhibition. 
The course is designed to enable students to study visual arts in higher education while welcoming those students who seek 
life enrichment through visual arts. 

 
We run a short overseas residential trip usually in September.  While not compulsory, we find this an excellent way of allowing the 
students to move beyond a GCSE mindset, be totally immersed in the subject and produce a body of work as a springboard to 
exploring a whole range of processes and techniques.  Almost all students attend.  The cost is often around $1300. 

 
Throughout the course students are expected to experience working with a variety of different art-making and conceptual forms. 
Higher Level students should, as a minimum, experience working with at least three art-making forms, selected from a minimum 
of two columns of the table below. The examples given are for guidance only and are not intended to represent a definitive list. 

 
 

Two dimensional Forms Three Dimensional Forms Lens Based, Electronic and 
Screen Based Forms 

 

 Drawing: such as charcoal, pencil, 

                ink 

 Painting: such as acrylic, oil, 
water colour 

 Printmaking: such as relief, 
intaglio, planographic, chine coll 

 Graphics: such as illustration and 
design 

 Sculpture: such as ceramics, 
found objects, wood, 
assemblage 

 Design objects: such as 
fashion, architectural, 
vessels 

 Site specific/ephemeral: such 
as land art, installation, 
mural 

 Textiles: such as fibre, 
weaving, printed fabric 

 Time based and sequential 
art: such as animation, 
graphic novel, storyboard 

 Lens media: such as still, 
moving, montage 

 Digital/screen based: such as 
vector graphics, software 
generated 

 

 
 

Requirements 
 

There is no need to have studied Art at GCSE in order to follow this programme, although the skills and working practice gained 
will of course be an asset. More important is a genuine interest in the visual arts, an enjoyment of experimentation and 
exploration and a willingness to think creatively. You should be enthusiastic, willing to work with a wide range of media and 
keen to discuss your ideas and progress. Pace and commitment are crucial. 

 
Potential careers 

 

The study of visual arts is useful in a wide range of careers. As well as being desirable for careers within the arts such as fine 
art, graphics, fashion, product design, theatre design, textiles, architecture, photography, advertising/marketing, ceramics, 
metalwork, education, curation and art history, it encourages creative approaches to problem solving, promotes dexterity and 
control on a practical level and a sequential development of ideas. 
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5 TERM OVERVIEW 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Core Content: 

Term 1 
Observation 

 Working from life 
 Introduction to writing and talking about art 
 Exploration of relevant cultural, historical and contemporary artwork 
 Short residential trip 
 Work with a visiting artist 
 Complete first piece of exhibition work 

 

Terms 2 
Investigation 

 Visual arts journal developed 
 Exhibition work created 
 Individual contextual and historic links explored 

Term 3 
Investigation 

 Visual arts journal developed 
 Exhibition work created 
 Individual contextual and historic links explored 
 Main body of Comparative Study completed 

 

Term 4 
 Collecting of relevant contextual reference material 
 Practical response to Comparative Study undertaken 
 Supporting studio based studies completed 
 Final piece of exhibition work started 

 

Term 5 
 

 Exhibition work completed 
 Preparation of work to be assessed 
 Exhibition mounted 

Option Topics: No prescribed content. 

Internal Assessment: 40% Final Exhibition 

External Assessment: 
20% Comparative Study 
40% Process Portfolio 

 

Comparison between this course and A-Level 
 

 A-Level is assessed by the teacher and moderated by an external moderator. 60% of IB is examined by uploading images 
of candidate work. 

 

  With A-Level the balance of marks favours research and development as does the IB Visual Arts course. 
 

   Assessment criteria are quite different. A-Level favours a more traditional approach; IB is more open and inclusive of 
craft skills and personal visual vocabularies. 

 

   A-Level has effective moderator training and supervision/moderation built in to the assessment system; IB has none of 
this and relies heavily on standardisation of work samples by senior examiners. 

 
 
 

Contact for further information: 
Ms Debbie Coulson: debbie.coulson@tts.edu.sg 

mailto:debbie.coulson@tts.edu.sg
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